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Background

• Shell Key Preserve established 2000

• Managed by Pinellas County Department of 
Environmental Management

• Management Plan

Resource Management Component

Public Use Component



Major Research Efforts

• Delineate and map habitats

• Survey fall-winter bird utilization

• Monitor breeding shorebirds









Habitat Area Over Time
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Tidal Swamp Encroachment
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Fall - Winter Bird Counts
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Semipalmated Plover
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Piping Plover
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Red Knot
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Willet
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American White Pelican
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Marbled Godwit
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Banded Piping Plover

Photo courtesy of Stewart Boots



Banded Red Knot

Photo courtesy of Nigel Clark



Sightings

69 banded Piping Plovers 
have been reported since 
2001, with 15 positive 
identifications (multiple 
sightings for many 
individuals)

19 banded Red Knots have 
been reported since 2005, 
with one individual seen 5 
times
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190 (2)
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Pairs

0

12

189

246

1

Chicks

0

2

128

165

0

Fledged

2005 155 (1) 0 0
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Documented Intrusions
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