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 Pinellas County Restore Act Direct Component Project Proposal 
Submittal Form  
 
Based on the Transocean settlement and until the BP trial ends, it is estimated by March 31, 2015, 
$1,542,888 will be available in the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust fund for distribution to Pinellas 
County under the Direct Component allocation.  
As a guideline, Pinellas County anticipates funding 3 to 7 projects not to exceed a total of $1,542,888 
as part of the initial multiyear implementation plan (MYIP). It’s anticipated that projects selected for 
MYIP inclusion that receive funding would not begin until after December 2015.  
Please read through all the questions before beginning.  
• Submitted projects must address one or more of the five Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council 
goals and one or more RESTORE Act-eligible activities.  
• Projects submitted by FEBRUARY 6, 2015 will be eligible for inclusion in the initial Multiyear 
Implementation Plan (MYIP)  
• The “Steps” and “Criteria” numbers in the application refer to questions that address the steps and 
criteria for selection and ranking projects. The selection and ranking criteria can be viewed at 
www.pinellascounty.org/restore/pdf/project-selection.pdf  
• Answer each of the 29 questions as completely as possible, but keep responses focused.  
• Submit one form per project.  
• Once the form is successfully submitted, you will be contacted by Pinellas County.  
• Send associated maps, charts, images, and budget information along with the title of your project in 
a Portable Document File (PDF) to restore@pinellascounty.org.  
• Direct questions to restore@pinellascounty.org  
 
Applicant Name: (Include at least one Point of Contact (POC), phone number, email address, and 
organization name, if applicable):  
 
 
1. POC Name: Felicia Leonard 
 
2. POC Organization: City of Clearwater Parks and Recreation 
 
3. POC Title: Administrative Support Manager 
 
4. POC Email: Felicia.Leonard@myclearwater.com 
 
5. POC Phone: (727) 562-4852 
 
6. Proposed Activity Name: Cooper’s Point Educational Observation Tower 
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7.  Restoration Council Goals Addressed:  
 
(Step 1 and Step 2 - Criteria 1 and 2)  
List which of the following goal(s) will be addressed and how each goal will be addressed.  
A. Restore and Conserve Habitat  
B. Restore Water Quality  
C. Replenish and Protect Living Coastal and Marine Resources  
D. Enhance Community Resilience  
E. Build and Revitalize the Gulf Economy 
 
The proposed project supports the following Restoration Council goals: A. Restore and Conserve 
Habitat, and E. Build and Revitalize the Gulf Economy.  
 

A. Restore and conserve habitat 
The proposed project consists of the construction of an observation tower, supporting 
walking trails, and provides specific access points. Because the site does not presently 
provide designated access points, the site is being degraded by trespassers.  The project 
will conserve critical wetlands through preserving the land use as one for conservation, 
and limited recreation. This project is expected to decrease vagrancy by way of defined 
land use, and increased foot traffic. The trespassers tend to litter, and cause damage to the 
mangroves. At the moment, there are people who use the lack of foot traffic in Cooper’s 
Point to camp, build makeshift zip lines and engage in other unwanted activities. Crime 
Prevention through Environmental Design studies demonstrate that creating a clear 
purpose for land decreases criminal activity. The more threat the potential perpetrator 
feels about getting caught the less likely the person will commit a crime.  
 
Building the educational observation tower and opening access to Cooper’s Point will 
allow visitors to enjoy Florida natural beauty. The utilization this land for passive 
recreation will be just the start of the community’s commitment to desire to preserve 
Cooper’s Point and other wetlands in the area.  
 
With planned educational and environmental partnerships, the community at-large will be 
able to not only enjoy Cooper’s Point, but also understand the threats to it, and other like 
environments. People will be able to actively contribute  to cleaning up trash that washes 
up and clearing out invasive species such as Brazilian Pepper, and other invasive species 
Giving one’s time and educational programs will further foster a connection to Cooper’s 
Point. With an observation tower as its centerpiece, the public will be able to experience 
all aspects of Cooper’s Point, enjoying views of the water and surrounding wildlife. 
 
The added attention brought to Cooper’s Point by building an observation tower will 
result in overall greater awareness of Cooper’s Point and its associated issues. This is turn 
may result in further conservation projects.  
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E. Build and revitalize Gulf economy 

Construction of an observation tower at Cooper’s Point will support the revitalization of the 
Gulf economy by supporting two of the main industries in the area: construction and tourism.   

Tourism: 
Building an observation tower and walking trails at Cooper’s Point will support the 
revitalization of the Gulf economy by creating a tourism destination, as it will provide a 
rare bird’s eye view of Tampa Bay. It will also provide tourists with an equally rare look 
at natural Florida wetlands. This unique park will attract people to other surrounding 
tourism driven businesses (restaurants, hotels, etc.).  
 
An observation tower and trails through wetlands and mangroves will place this project it 
in the growing sector of ecotourism. This growing industry is a great opportunity for the 
Tampa Bay area. The experience of this park would be unique in the area, and would 
serve to increase the ecotourism.  
 
This location will serve to make Gulf region a more desirable vacation destination, and 
thus help restore and grow the tourism industry.  
 
Construction: 
 
To build the observation tower at Cooper’s Point, supporting paths, parking lot, road 
improvements and ongoing needed maintenance will create work for local construction 
companies.  This project requires a large construction job and will create an estimated 5 
jobs (American Recovery and Reinvestment Act) for the 6-month project. The 
construction business has been slowly rebuilding itself in the area, and this large project 
will serve to further improve the comeback of this industry.  

8. RESTORE Act Eligible Activities Addressed:  
(Step 1 and Step 2 - Criteria 3 and 4)  
List which of the following activities will be addressed and how each activity will be addressed.  

1. Restoration/protection of natural resources, ecosystems, fisheries, marine wildlife 
habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands  
2. Mitigation of damage to fish, wildlife, and natural resources  
3. Implementation of Federally-approved marine, coastal, or comprehensive conservation 
management plan, including fisheries monitoring  
4. Workforce development and job creation  
5. Improvements to or on State parks in coastal areas affected by Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill 
6. Infrastructure projects benefitting the economy or ecological resources, including port 
infrastructure  
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7. Coastal flood protection and related infrastructure  
8. Promotion of Gulf Coast Region tourism, including recreational fishing  
9. Promotion of the consumption of seafood harvesting from the Gulf Coast Region  
10. Planning assistance 
 

The following Restore Act eligible activities will be addressed by the Cooper’s Point Educational 
Observation Tower project: 4. Workforce development and job creation, 6. Infrastructure projects 
benefitting the economy or ecological resources, including port infrastructure, and 8. Promotion of 
Gulf Coast Region tourism, including recreational fishing.  
 
4. Workforce development and job creation 

The act of building an observation tower in Cooper’s Point would create an ecotourism site. The 
construction of the tower and supporting trails will create jobs during the construction period. 
There are several tourist attractions located nearby, and as an easy stop between Clearwater and 
Tampa this project should have an indirect impact on nearby tourist driven businesses such as 
hotels, restaurants, recreation rentals, and others. 

6. Infrastructure projects benefiting the economy or ecological resources 

Building an observation tower and supporting walking trails at Cooper’s Point will benefit the 
tourism industry in the area. Tourism in the region was one of the industries negatively impacted 
hit following the BP oil spill. Projects such as an observation tower will keep tourists returning 
to the area, and add another reason for would-be first time Tampa Bay area visitors to choose to 
vacation here.  

8. Promotion of Gulf Coast Region tourism including recreational fishing  

An observation tower at Cooper’s Point will become an area tourist attraction, as it will allow for 
views of Tampa Bay and natural Florida landscape and wildlife. This will appeal to many groups 
of tourists but will be particularly appealing to the growing numbers of Ecotourists. This area has 
many other tourist attractions and activities. Making Cooper’s Point accessible to tourists will 
create more points of interest on the road from Clearwater Beach to Tampa.  

 
9. Previous Claim:  
 
Is the proposed activity included in any claim for compensation paid out by the Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund after July 6, 2012? If yes, this activity is not eligible for Direct Component grant.  
Yes: __  
No: _X_  
 
10. RESTORE Act Pinellas County priorities addressed:  
 
 (Step 2 - Criteria 5 and 6)  



6 
 

List which of the following priorities will be addressed and how each priority will be addressed.  
a. Protect and restore native habitats  
b. Provide stormwater quality improvements  
c. Create policies, programs, and/or mechanisms to remediate environmental and/or economic 
damages 
d. Create policies, programs, and/or mechanisms to protect against future environmental and/or 
economic vulnerability  
e. Provide climate change/sea-level rise planning, adaptation and/or related community 
engagement  
f. Provide flood and storm protection to infrastructure and other publically owned assets that 
consider resilience and changing sea levels  
g. Implement or further actions in the Pinellas County Post Disaster Redevelopment Plan Link to 
Plan: http://www.postdisasterplan.org/pdrp.shtml  
h. Diversify and improve the economy including tourism  
i. Promote sustainable recreational fishing and consumption of seafood dependent on Gulf 
ecosystem, and/or protect or promote working waterfronts 
 
The following Pinellas County priorities are addressed by the Cooper’s Point Educational 
Observation Tower: a. Protect and restore native habitats, d. Create policies, programs, and/or 
mechanisms to protect against future environmental and/or economic vulnerability, and h. Diversify 
and improve the economy including tourism/  
 
a. Restore and protect natural habitat 

The observation tower at Cooper’s Point will increase the traffic in Cooper’s Point thus 
decreasing the amount of vagrancy that occurs in its current state. Converting the area into a park 
will preserve Cooper’s Point as a nature preserve, thus preventing any future land use changes. 
The paths, which exist in a basic form, do not impact the wetland and mangrove area.  

d. Create policies, programs, and/or mechanisms to protect against future environmental 
and/or economic vulnerability  
 
Along with building the observation tower, the City of Clearwater plans to provide educational 
programs. Educating people about the importance of wetlands, and environmental sustainability 
will help to safeguard the area in the future.  
 
Opening Cooper’s Point to the public will also enable City of Clearwater Parks and Recreation to 
engage with local environmental for education programs, research studies, and cleanup 
programs.  
 
h. Diversify and improve the economy including tourism  
 
The observation tower and nature trails will allow for unique views of Tampa Bay. The nearest 
towers at Wall Springs Park, Boca Ciega Millennium Park look over fresh water rather than 
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Tampa Bay.   Tourists will also be able to experience the mangrove forest that exists along the 
edge of the bay. This will attract ecotourism and mainstream tourism to Cooper’s Point. 
Cooper’s Point is situated close to other attractions. The observation tower at Cooper’s Point will 
help tourists in Pinellas County longer, and thus more revenue for area businesses.  
 
11. Project Location  
(Step 1)  
As applicable, describe the location, attach a map and indicate the address, city, zip code, 
longitude/latitude, and watershed: 
 
Address: This project is accessible from 3411 Gulf to Bay Boulevard, Clearwater Florida,  
GPS Coordinates: Latitude – 27.973227 Longitude - -82.688030 
Watershed: Coastal Zone 3 
Map: See Appendix A 

12. Region or Geographic Area Impacted by Project  
(Step 1 and Step 2 - Criterion 7)  
Provide a description of the project area or region in which environmental or economic benefits will 
be realized. Be as specific as possible by listing cities or geographical boundaries and why. 

This project will impact the economy, environment and communities across the Tampa Bay 
region. The tourism industry will benefit from the addition of this tourist attraction. Ensuring the 
preservation of Cooper’s Point by opening it as a park will help conserve this pivotal 
environment. Cooper’s Point is situated on Tampa Bay, and thus what happens to this wetland 
and mangrove forest will impact the Tampa Bay region at-large. These communities will also be 
benefitted on the economic and environmental level, and additionally by the enjoyment they will 
get from a park. The ability to experience nature in an urban area relieves stress, and increases 
satisfaction for those living in Clearwater as well as though living across Pinellas County.  
 
Cooper’s Point has the capacity to impact nationwide and internationally through education. The 
educational programming through static signs, interactive exhibits, and presentations will teach 
guests about Cooper’s Point, Tampa Bay ecosystems, and the challenges facing both.  
 
Discussion of Specific Activity  
Describe the project by responding to each of the following topics. 
 
13. Project Description – Discuss the essential elements of the project. Include what is 
proposed, clearly list major project tasks or program milestones, the project duration, and why 
it should be done.  
 
City of Clearwater Parks and Recreation is proposing to build an educational 3-story wooden 
observation tower on Cooper’s Point.  As part of the project, the City will build walking trails to 
the observation tower as well as a parking lot. The proposed observation tower is situated on the 
uplands in Cooper’s Point, and provides views of the Bay and surrounding area. Building the 
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tower will provide access to an area previously unavailable to the community, and tourists. It 
will provide opportunities for passive recreation and education. Environmental stewardship and 
educational program will result from collaborations with area groups such as Keep Pinellas 
Beautiful, Clearwater Audubon Society, and area schools. 
 
Project Tasks and Milestones/Project Duration: 
 
Project Task  Organization  Timeline 
Engineering Design  90 days 
Permits  U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, and Southwest 
Florida Water Management 
District (SWFWMD) 

90 days 

Construction   180 days 
 Total: 360 days 
 
 
Why it should be done: 
 
Cooper’s Point is an underutilized park in Clearwater. Opening access, and building the 
observation tower will create educational and recreational opportunities as well as improve the 
economy through construction, and tourism.  The Cooper’s Point Educational Observation 
Tower will preserve Cooper’s Point as open space, while educating the public on local 
environmental issues. This education is fundamental to having informed visitors who will 
conserve what makes Pinellas County beautiful for generations to come.   
 
Currently, this park attracts unwanted visitors. The trespassers have harmed the area through 
making zip lines, camping and littering.  Building the observation will formalize the land use, 
eliminating this issue, while providing a place to for locals and tourists alike to enjoy amazing 
views of Tampa Bay.  
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14. Project Manager and Key Project Team Members - include credentials and experience 
doing similar work.  
 
Project Manager: Leroy Chin (resume Attachment B) 
Project Planner: Felicia Leonard (resume found in Attachment B) 
Team Member: Matthew Blansit (Attachment B) 
 
 
15. Environmental and/or Economic Benefits - Describe environmental and/or economic 
benefits of the project. 
 
The environmental benefits to converting Cooper’s Point into a park are numerous. Building the 
tower and supporting walking trails will preserve the land as wild, open space. Building the 
tower and opening Cooper’s Point to the public will reduce vagrancy which will then reduce 
environmental degradation caused by trespassers such as damage to mangroves and littering.  
 
The economic benefits are creating constriction jobs, contract work brought to area firms, and 
tourism. Contracts with the designers and surveyors will total about $100,000 which provides 
works to area firms. Construction will take approximately 180 days and will bring approximately 
$500,000 to a local construction company and will provide pivotal jobs in the area.  
 
According to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act formula this will create five jobs.  In 
addition, Cooper’s Point will become a tourist point of interest, increasing revenue of areas 
benefited directly and indirectly by tourism.  
 
16. Technical Feasibility - Describe technologies and relevant past experience or proven success 
with similar projects.  
 
The City of Clearwater Parks and Recreation Department consistently constructs capital projects 
similar to the Cooper’s Point Educational Observation Tower on a regular basis. Past examples 
include: Ream Wilson Trail (16 miles), Kapok Park and Boardwalk (1.5 miles), Beachwalk, 
Lake Chautauqua Park, etc.  In addition, the Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for 
109 parks in 1450 acres in Clearwater including construction and maintenance of large facilities, 
such as BrightHouse Networks Field ($30 million), the Long Center, Capitol Theatre, and other 
large scale construction projects. 
 
 
17. Public Acceptance - Describe any known or potential public approval or opposition to the 
project.  
 
Cooper’s Point was addressed in both the 2002 and 2013 City of Clearwater Parks and 
Recreation Master Plans. It was termed as a project requiring medium term action (to be 
addressed between 2009 and 2014).  Both plans contained robust community engagement 
actions, reaching over 1,000 people in Clearwater.  
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18. Project Activity Budget Justification:  
Provide the total project cost and costs by identified tasks for the following items. Provide specific 
justification for all that apply. 
 
Project Activity  Budget 
Personnel and fringe Not Applicable  
Travel including the number of trips and 
estimated cost per trip 

Not Applicable 

All equipment greater than $1,000 Not Applicable 
Supplies including a list of major types of 
supplies 

Not Applicable 

Contractual costs $600,000. The construction cost reflects the 
need to embed the pilings deeply in order to 
support the 3-story tower.  

Administrative costs not to exceed 3% of the 
total award 

Not Applicable 

Future costs related to maintaining the project, 
the funding source, and responsible entity 

Maintenance costs will be managed through 
the operating budget for parks and recreation. 
Any needed capital improvements are 
scheduled in the capital improvement project 
budget. Currently the city allocates $100,000 
annually for boardwalks, docks and viewing 
platforms.  

 
 
19. Describe how the project will utilize a collaborative approach that incorporates 
partnerships, if applicable.  
(Step 2 - Criterion 8)  
List any project partners and briefly describe their involvement and contribution to the project. 
 
This project will involve collaboration with various groups.  
 
The Clearwater Audubon Society already visits Cooper’s Point to observe and study wildlife. 
City of Clearwater Parks and Recreation also plans to collaborate with Tampa Bay Estuary 
Program and Keep Pinellas Beautiful to create education and cleanup programs. The city will 
also collaborate with Clearwater Christian College and Pinellas County Schools for educational 
programs and cleanups. This engagement with the environment will foster environmental 
stewardship in the community.  
 
20.  Describe how the project will support, further, or help implement one or more Pinellas 
County Comprehensive Plan Element goal(s) as identified in the overarching project goals, 
if applicable. Clearly list each Comprehensive Plan Element goal addressed.  
(Step 2 - Criterion 9)  
Link to Applicable Comprehensive Plan Element Goals:  
www.pinellascounty.org/restore/pdf/comp-plan-goals.pdf 
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The Cooper’s Point Educational Observation Tower will support, further, and help implement 
one or more Pinellas County Comprehensive Plan Element goals: 
 
 Element - Future Land Use and Quality Communities 
 
 Goal Three: Pinellas County’s plan shall promote a balanced relationship between the 
natural environment and development. 
 
Building the observation tower and opening Cooper’s Point to the public will help balance the 
relationship between natural environment and development as it will preserve Cooper’s Point as 
natural open space thus protecting it from development. Building the observation tower, and 
opening Cooper’s Point to the public will reinforce Pinellas County’s commitment to maintain 
the balance between development and the environment. As Pinellas County is 98.1% developed 
this preservation is critically important.  
 
 Goal Four: Pinellas County shall work toward a land use pattern that can be supported by 
the available community and public facilities that would be required to serve that 
development.  
 
The preservation and limited public access to Cooper’s Point is essential to maintaining the 
balance of open space to development in Pinellas County.  
 
 Element - Natural Resource Conservation and Mgmt 
 
 Natural Systems and Living Resources  
 
Goal Two: Pinellas County will conserve, protect, restore and appropriately manage its 
natural systems and living resources ensure the highest environmental quality possible.  
 
Cooper’s Point is a major ecosystem in Tampa Bay, and preserving it as open space through 
building the tower will maintain the ecosystem to high environmental quality standards. Building 
the observation tower will enable the property to be managed and maintained which will involve 
the removal of trash and preventing the damage that occurs from trespassers.  
 
Environmental Lands and Resource-Based Parks  
 
Goal Three: Pinellas County’s environmental lands and resource-based parks are the 
hallmark of this county’s environmental commitment, and these lands are to be protected 
and managed in perpetuity for their contribution to the biodiversity and biological 
sustainability of the region, as a means of providing respite from urban life and because 
they instill future generations with a sense of appreciation for Florida’s natural heritage.  
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Building the observation tower will preserve Cooper’s Point which is integral to the biodiversity, 
and sustainability of the region. Cooper’s Point is home to delicate ecosystems found in the 
wetlands and mangroves. With the observation tower, environmental sustainability will provide a 
place for area residents to visit and learn about environmental sustainability. Through the 
proposed educational programming Cooper’s Point Educational Observation Tower will not only 
provide a getaway for locals from the urban environment, but also educate the public about the 
environmental issues facing the Tampa Bay area, and how to sustain Florida’s natural heritage 
for years to come.  
 
Promoting Environmental Stewardship  
 
Goal Five: Pinellas County will be a recognized leader in environmental education and 
local environmental stewardship. 
 
Completing the Cooper’s Point Environmental Observation Tower will help meet Goal 5 through 
the preservation of the important environment, and by allocating it as a passive recreation park, 
collaborations with local environment groups. Cooper’s Point will provide an education point for 
Pinellas County residents. It will also strengthen the connection residents feel to the environment 
through organized cleanups.  
 
Element - Coastal Management 
 
Coastal Land Use  
 
Goal Four: Land use designations and decisions in the coastal planning area shall be 
consistent with the future land use and quality communities element of this comprehensive 
plan and compatible with protection of the county's natural and historic resources, 
reflecting the need for long-term sustainability, continued economic vitality and 
consideration for the vulnerability of the county’s coastal location. 
 
This plan to build the observation tower on Cooper’s Point will maintain the area as a nature 
preserve with limited public access will promote the long-term sustainability of the bay’s 
ecosystems. To complete the tower many area firms will be involved from architecture firms to 
constriction companies. This will bring jobs into the area thus reducing economic vulnerability. 
The tourists visiting Cooper’s Point will help strengthen the county’s economic vitality by way 
of tourists visiting surrounding points of interest and businesses (restaurants, bars, retail, etc.).  
 
Element - Recreation, Open Space and Culture  
 
The Provision of Recreation and Open Space  
 
Goal One: To administer outstanding countywide recreational, open space and 
environmental systems that provide, through acquisition, development and maintenance, 
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sufficient resource-based regional parks and environmental lands that are environmentally 
sustainable, foster environmental stewardship, and enhance the county’s economic vitality 
and the quality of life for residents and visitors.  
 
The Cooper’s Point Nature Preserve and Educational Observation Tower will be an outstanding 
recreational, open space and environmental system. Building the tower and opening Cooper’s 
Point to the public will foster environmental stewardship through educational collaborations. 
This park will improve the life of Pinellas County residents through allowing them to visit the 
park, and also through income through tourism as this park will be an ecotourism point of 
interest.  
 
Protection and Management of Parks and Environmental Lands  
 
Goal Two: to protect, in perpetuity, the open space value and countywide public purpose of 
the county’s regional parks, environmental lands and open spaces, and to develop, 
implement and adhere to the individual management plans and strategies for these 
irreplaceable public assets.  
 
Building the observation tower will ensure Cooper’s Point as open space, and a public park. 
Building this tower, an opening it to the public will be fundamental in ensuring Cooper’s Point 
remains open space for the public to enjoy for generations to come.  
 
Strengthening Connections to the Water 
 
Goal Three: To strengthen public connections to Pinellas County waters and waterways 
through the maintenance, promotion and environmentally-sensitive expansion of 
recreational access.  
 
Opening Cooper’s Point to the public will help Pinellas County reach the above Goal 3 as 
Cooper’s Point is on Tampa Bay, and is an important estuary, and waterway. With the building 
of the observation tower, supporting trails and educational collaborations will strengthen the 
public’s connection to the waterways of Pinellas County.  
 
Sustainability of the County’s Recreation and Open Space System  
 
Goal Six: to practice and promote a sustainability ethic, ensuring that ecological limits and 
environmental impacts are considered in all decisions and designs affecting cultural, 
recreation and open space planning, and that all decisions and projects contribute 
incrementally to achieving and sustaining social equity, economic prosperity and a quality 
community for current and future residents. 
 
One of the main goals in building the Cooper’s Point observation tower is to promote 
environmental sustainability in the community. Nature preserve parks provide a quality 
recreation area that can be enjoyed by every demographic and income level. This sustainable 
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recreation/tourist site will assist in the economic and social prosperity of the county for this and 
future generations.  
 
ELEMENT - ECONOMIC  
 
Goal One: to facilitate a strong and robust local economy that provides growth 
opportunities for existing businesses, attracts new high-wage primary employers and 
promotes a diverse range of industries through innovative, sustainable methods that, in a 
responsible manner, enhance the county’s vitality and the quality of life for residents and 
visitors. 
 
This project will contribute to building the local economy through design and engineering 
contracts, construction, tourism and ongoing maintenance. The project will provide work for 
existing companies, and the nature of the project will require skilled, high- wage earners. 
Although this project alone may not require a firm to hire another engineer, the trend of new 
projects will result in this need.  
 
 
21. Describe the benefits the project will provide, for how long, and why:  
(Step 2 - Criterion 10)  
Benefits may be economic, social, and/or environmental. Explain how the benefits will or could be 
identified, assessed, and/or measured. Describe and quantify environmental and/or economic 
benefits as applicable [e.g., area restored (acres, linear feet), improved ecosystem services, jobs 
created/preserved, pollutants and/or nutrients removed (e.g., kg, pounds, tons)]. 
 
The Cooper’s Point Educational Observation tower will provide economic, social and 
environmental benefits for the foreseeable future.  
 
Economic: Five jobs will be created (according to American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
formula) through construction of the tower and surrounding walking paths. The construction will 
take approximately 6 months. In addition, the environmental surveys, design work, permits and 
other contracted services will provide work to area firms for 6 months. Tourism will also be 
impacted positively for the foreseeable future. This project will also provide a revenue boost to 
ecotourism providers by providing them access to Cooper’s Point.  
 
Social: According to Psychology Today, parks decreases stress, and improves the feeling of 
well-being of urbanites. The social benefits of constructing the tower and opening Cooper’s 
Point to the public can be measured through park attendance, and surveys aimed at 
understanding enjoyment of the park.  
 
Environmental: Preserving wetlands and mangrove forest creates a long-term benefit for land 
and water biomes as the mangrove ecosystems provide a unique link in the system as young fish 
need this structure to survive. Mangroves also prevent soil erosion and reduce storm surge. 
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Building the observation tower will ensure that these mangroves are not pulled out to make way 
for more environmentally altering development. By eliminating transient traffic, the site will no 
longer be degraded, preserving this environmental asset.  
 
 
22. Possible material risks to implement and maintain the proposed activity:  
List possible material risks, e.g., operational, legal, regulatory, budgetary or ecological. Include 
brief description of mitigation strategy to address each identified risk. 
 
There are no known risks.  
 
 
23. Best Available Science:  
 
Only answer if proposed activity will serve to protect or restore natural resources, otherwise, 
indicate “Not Applicable.” Briefly describe how the project will use best available science with 
respect to peer reviewed literature, objective(s), and methodologically sound literature sources 
that support the scope of work, when available.  
 
Not applicable  
 
 
24. Matching/Other funding  
(Step 2 - Criterion 11)  
Indicate:  
• The amount and percent of the total project cost secured and the source of each matching fund 
secured. Restore Act funds can be matched with other federal sources of funding.  
 
• If matching funds are not secured, specify the amount of matching funds requested or expected.  
 
• The date the amount of secured funds will be known.  
 
This project is estimated to cost $600,000. This application requests $450,000 from Restore Act 
funds. The matching amount of 25%, $150,000, will be included in the City of Clearwater’s Capital 
Improvement Project Program in FY2015. This is scheduled to be adopted by the City of Clearwater 
City Council in September, 2015. 
 
 Readiness for Implementation  
(Step 3)  
 
Complete the following:  
 
25. Will the project be completed within 5 years from date funding is confirmed?  
 
Yes: _X_  
No: __  
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26. Identify each project milestones and proposed duration (no. of months) to complete 
each step and the total number of months or years to complete the project. 

 
Project milestones 
Activity Timeline 
Engineering Design  90 days 
Permits 90 days 
Construction  180 days 

Total: 360 days 
 
 
27. How long before the project can start after funds are available (months)?  
 
Immediately  
 
28. Describe project design work, permit requirements and hurdles (federal, state, or 
local), and/or permitting that is in progress (attach applicable permits or design work).  
 
The general design of this structure has been completed. The plans depict a three level tower 
with lookouts over Tampa Bay and inland. Renderings can be found in Attachment C.  When the 
project is funded a final design will be completed (Attachment D). The required permits will be 
from Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) and U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 
 
Cooper’s Point is already allocated parkland, and thus no permits need to be obtained to change 
the purpose. To make the park accessible to the public, road and trail improvements will need to 
be made 
 
Soil borings were conducted on Cooper’s Point to determine the location for the tower. These 
borings were done by the City of Clearwater environmental engineers.  
 
29. Describe any issues or reasons that may delay project start or completion.  
 
No delays are foreseen.  
 

 

 

END OF QUESTIONS 
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List of Attachments 

 

Attachment A:  Location Map 

Attachment B:  Project Management Resumes 

Attachment C:  Renderings 

Attachment D:  Conceptual Plans 
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Leroy Chin, Jr. 
  8004 Dumont Court 

Temple Terrace, Florida 33637 
813 – 914 – 0165 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
CITY OF CLEARWATER-PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT    1999 to Present 
Clearwater, Florida 
Park, Planning & Project Manager 
 As division head I am responsible for management personnel of the division along with development of all new and renovation recreational 

projects for the department.  Duties include staff project assignments, development of conceptual site plans, preliminary construction cost 
estimates, development of scope of works, negotiating design contracts, management of design consultants, construction project management as 
well as development of in house projects.  Major milestones at this position; acquiring of division staff to assist in implementation of projects 
within the department, conceptual design and develop construction documents in house while simultaneously managing out source design 
consultant contracts.  In conjunction with division responsibilities construction manage projects valued over $6 million along with other projects 
in various stages of design valued over $2.5 million including developing the department’s 20 year park recreation master plan. 

 
ENGLEHART, HAMMER & ASSOCIATES 
Tampa, Florida           1996 to 1999 
Vice President of Landscape Architecture           
 Management of landscape architecture projects from projects scoping through design development and construction documentation.  Team 

leader of firms Landscape Architectural Section and Graphic Coordinator for urban design, planning and land development and landscaping 
projects. 

 
Senior Landscape Architect            
 Team lead designer of firms Landscape Architecture Section and Graphic Coordinator for landscape architecture and urban planning projects 

through design development and construction documents.  Responsible for all phases of project development, for a variety of projects and 
coordination of personnel involved a either as the lead designer of team or providing support services for other design disciplines.  

 
AL–BASATEEN LANDSCAPING COMPANY LTD.       1994 to 1996 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
General Manager 
 Reengineered the company whose financial losses were $40,000 per month to a positive cash flow of $10,000 per month.  Positive cash flow 

occurred within a 16-month period.  Transformed the company’s positive cash flow by establishing accounting reporting procedures and 
analyzing reports to determine which services need to be expanded or streamlined to provide additional financial revenue.  Also renegotiated 
inadequately written contracts, developed annual budget goals, and identifying realistic material and equipment needs for the company’s daily 
operations.  Established closer working relationships with employees to determine mechanized equipment requirements for labor intensive tasks, 
capitalized on employee strengths, coordinated logistic of equipment and material distributions, consolidated and streamlined unproductive 
departments, developed marketing strategies and client positioning. Company restructuring programs occurred over a twelve-month period. 

 
 Developed responsible business programs for landscape architectural design services, landscape construction implementation, landscape 

maintenance operations, plant nursery operation, and operation of three commercial outlets, in conjunction with management of ninety 
employee’s daily activities. 

 
 Wrote, established and initiated standard operation procedures to increase profits in the following areas by renegotiating employee contracts, 

client contacts, employee housing contracts, office leasing contracts, equipment lease agreements.  Developed standard operating procedures for 
the following: equipment maintenance, office administrative operations and functions landscape construction activities, landscape maintenance 
programs, plant nursery operations commercial retail operations, revamping of all company insurance policies and company wide inventory 
procedures.  

 
FLUOR DANIEL CORPORATION         1988 to 1994 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
Head of Landscape Architecture Department 
 Identified procedures required to develop and organize programs in a limited time frame to revise the site master plan and site specific 

conceptualization of the hardscape and softscape systems.  These revised concepts were utilized for the design development drawings and prior 
to the development of the construction drawings for: detailed civil engineering drawings, hardscape drawings, irrigation drawings and 
landscaping drawings of the King Abdulaziz University-Health Sciences Center and in response to the Saudi environment, economic, cultural 
and religious needs.  The Health Sciences Center is a comprehensive major medical training facility for academic research and patient care.  
This fast track construction project value is over $750 million at its completion.  The Health Sciences Center is situated on approximately 127 
hectares (313.7 acres). 

 
 Maintained daily on site construction supervision and provided design drawings to resolve design issues on 10 major projects at various 

construction stages. In addition developed programs in providing contact documents of two major hardscape/landscaping projects to be issued 
for construction proposals.  Directly coordinated revised design information with the client, projects director, construction manager, 
operation/maintenance manager and disseminated the redesigned construction drawings to six project managers. 
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Leroy Chin, Jr. 
 
 Managed, supervised, evaluated, and coordinated work loads for a staff of eight design professionals on: conceptual design, design 

development, value engineering, construction drawing documents and technical specifications, rough order of magnitude construction estimates, 
detailed cost estimates, liaison between contractor and owner, construction supervision, materials submittal review, shop drawing review, as-
built drawing review, project handover committees, development of project punch list, operation and maintenance supervision.   

 
 Developed eight hundred-page contract drawing documents issued for construction on civil, hardscape landscape, and irrigation systems.  This 

tender package valued over $30 million was created in a limited time frame of six months.  Organized and wrote the tender package on the 
operation and maintenance services for a three year contact duration that included a plant nursery operation, twenty-seven separate multi-level 
interior atriums, landscaping and irrigation systems of the Health Sciences Center.  This landscape and irrigation system operation and 
maintenance services contact value over $3.5 million.  

 
 Established close working relationship with a complex client.  Gained respect and confidence from the client in providing all aspects of 

landscape architectural discipline services.  Received a substantial monetary bonus from Fluor Daniel Corporation special fund program in 
acknowledgement for exceptional work ethics, client focus and delivering quality service of unmatched value.  Dedication of the landscape 
department and being client focus was one of the contributing factors for the King Abdulaziz University in allowing the company to provide a 
proposal and awarding Fluor Daniel Corporation an additional construction management contract. 

 
 Streamlined drawing review process by two weeks for each submittal by directly coordinating with the general contractor and sub-contractors 

by developing a preliminary review process of shop drawings prior to formal submission. 
 
PROCTOR AND REDFERN, INC.         1988 to 1988 
Tampa, Florida 
Director of Landscape Architecture 
 Developed and marketed new product line for planning and landscape architecture services.  Initiated client and project positioning in the 

Central Florida market.  Designed new company marketing brochures of all company services.  Major area of concentration for marketing 
planning and landscape architectural services were office parks, commercial centers, residential communities, industrial facilities, theme parks, 
destination resorts, and recreational facilities. 

 
 Achieved several major clients and projects during tenure with the company.  Wrote service contracts with the client and other design 

professional as subcontractors of design work. 
 
 In conjunction with marketing and sales, was held accountable for project management of the design team, distribution of project assignments, 

review, evaluate and critique designs, and presentations to the clients. 
 
POST, BUCKLEY, SCHUH & JERIGAN, INC.        1983 to 1988 
Tampa, Florida 
Senior Landscape Architect II 
 Establish personal strength in manage several major projects simultaneously and developed close working relationships with the clients and 

other discipline professionals within the firm while providing employer profitability in a wide range of project types. 
 
 Design project types were in the area of urban planing, commercial centers, office parks, residential communities, light industrial and 

manufacturing, recreational and destination resorts, and institutional projects. 
 
 This position demonstrated my superior knowledge and design skills in site inventory, land planning, conceptual design, rezoning, contract 

document preparation, writing technical specifications, project budgeting, construction implementation, cost analysis, horticulture, graphic 
presentations, and construction management. 

 
 Received employee of the month award on several occasions for acknowledgement of exceptional work ethics and client focus. 
 
KATER & GRINA INTERNATIONAL         1978 to 1983 
Doha, Qatar – Arabian Gulf 
Associate Landscape Architect 
 Manage a design team staff in developing conceptual designs, presentation drawings and design development drawings, developed preliminary 

construction cost estimates, construction drawings documents, technical specifications, and construction supervision.  
 
 While in Qatar, I was assigned as a consultant to Urban and Rural Development Company a Saudi Arabian firm performing a design/build 

operation.  Consultative responsibilities included providing design services and construction management for: support family housing 
communities, labor camps, airport facilities, regional and neighborhood park expansion programs, primary and secondary school expansion 
programs, palaces of the royal family, and Doha Corniche development linear park system Doha, Qatar   
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REGISTRATIONS 
 
 Registered Landscape Architect 
 Florida – 1206  
 New Jersey – AS00344 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
 Member, American Society of Landscape Architects 
 Member, Florida Chapter of Landscape Architects 
 
EDUCATION 
 
 University of Illinois, Bachelor of Landscape Architecture 
 Word Perfect 6.1 Erwin Technical Center 12  
 AutoCAD R13 & R-14, Erwin Technical Center 
 Microsoft Excel – Erwin Technical Center 
 Computer literate and AutoCAD version 2005 
 
AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 
 
 Florida Parks and Recreation Association – 2004 Project Recognition – Eddie  C. Moore Softball Complex Fields 8 & 9 – Clearwater, Florida 
 Florida Parks and Recreation Association – 2003 Project Recognition – Crest Lake Dog Park – Clearwater, Florida 
 Florida Parks and Recreation Association – 2002 Project Recognition – North Greenwood Recreation & Aquatic Complex – Clearwater, Florida 
 Florida Parks and Recreation Association – 2002 Project Recognition – Allen’s  Creek Park Playground – Clearwater, Florida 
 Florida Parks and Recreation Association – 2002 Project Recognition – Eddie C. Moore Softball Complex – Fields 1,2, 3, & 4 Clearwater, 

Florida 
 Florida Parks and Recreation Association – 2001 Project Recognition – Countryside Family Recreation Center Renovations – Clearwater, 

Florida 
 Florida Society of Landscape Architects – 2001  Merit Award – McMullen Tennis Complex – Clearwater, Florida 
 Florida Parks and Recreation Association – 2001 Project Recognition – McMullen Tennis Complex – Clearwater, Florida 
 Florida Society of Landscape Architects – 2001 Merit Award – Sunset Sam Park – Clearwater. Florida 
 Florida Parks and Recreation Association – 2001 Project Recognition – Sunset  Sam Park – Clearwater, Florida 
 Florida Parks and Recreation Association – 2000 Project Recognition – Eddie C. Moore Softball Complex Field 5, 6, & 7 -  Clearwater, Florida 
 Florida Parks and Recreation Association – 2000 Project Recognition – Aquatic Center – Clearwater Beach Family Recreation Complex – 

Clearwater, Florida  
 Award of Excellence – Florida Nurserymen & Growers Association Landscape Awards – Tropic North – Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
 Honorable Mention in Site Development – The Champaign County Community Improvement Recognition Program – Jos. Kuhn & Co.  
 Honorable Mention in Site Development – The Champaign County Community Improvement Recognition Program – Sea Merchant Restaurant 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Felicia Leonard, AICP 
       Felicia.Leonard@myclearwater.com 

727-562-4852  
 

Professional Experience 

City of Clearwater, Florida        April, 2003 to present 
Parks and Recreation Manager 
 

 Responsible for multiple functions within a larger Parks and Recreation Department with 212 employees and a 
$20M annual operating budget including: 

o Oversee the Environmental Lands Division consisting of 754 acres of park land, environmental 
programming and an Environmental Education Center. 

o Spearhead urban planning efforts including system-wide master planning, park planning, 
environmental planning and land use planning. 

o Supervise all fiscal operations including budget preparation and compliance, accounts receivables, 
accounts payable and payroll. 

o Manage department’s human resources unit including hiring, training, development and disciplinary 
process. 

o Direct administrative operations such as the development of departmental policies and procedures, 
and compliance to city and union policies.  

o Secured and/or administered over $50+million in alternative funding sources including private, state 
and federal grants.    

o Developed a contract management system and oversee compliance of  60+ agreements for various 
services such as operation of recreation services, concessions, golf courses, performing arts centers 
and a the Philadelphia Phillies Spring Training Facility.  

o Coordinate the volunteer program which realizes an annual average of 45,000 volunteer hours. 
o Oversee public relations, marketing and promotion activities. 
o Manage technology efficiencies including asset management , GIS and recreation software.  
o Develop planning strategies including visioning, long-range planning and oversee their subsequent 

implementation.  
o Create and conduct department’s community engagement programs.  
o Direct the Cultural Affairs Division including the implementation of the Public Art Plan, Cultural Plan 

and the Sister Cities Program.       

 Designated as the department’s representative at Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, Sister Cities Advisory 
Board, Public Art and Design Board, City Council, other governmental jurisdictions, neighborhood associations 
and many other community organizations. 

 Appointed as the City’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator overseeing the planning, development of the City’s 
bicycle, pedestrian and trail networks.  

 

Parks and recreation professional with over 20 years experience in administration, operations and 

strategic planning.  Innovator in strategic direction development & implementation.  Leader in master 

planning, community engagement and construction management.  Accomplished grant writer and 

administrator.  Highly skilled in personnel management. 



 Clean Air, Bicycle/Pedestrian and Congestion Management programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professional Experience Continued 

Sprinkle Consulting, Inc., Florida     2002-2003 
Senior Project Planner/Manager 
 
Served as Project Manager and/or Sr. Project Planner for the following projects: 

 St. Petersburg Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan 
 Chicago Area Transportation Study Soles and Spokes Master Plan 
 Indian River County Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan 
 Hillsborough County ADA Curb Ramp Transition Plan 
 FDOT Bicycle Facility Selection and Sidepath Facility Guidelines 
 
 
San Mateo County, Redwood City, California        2000-2002 
Administrative Services Manager 
 

 Managed daily administrative operations of Parks Division including fiscal administration (budget 
development/compliance, accounts payable, accounts receivable and payroll), parks reservation staff (marina 
and camping), marketing and long range planning efforts.  

 Developed/implemented the Capital Improvement Program for the Parks Division. Secured and implemented 
grant program funding equating to over $5 million in two years. 

 Assisted the City/County Association of Governments in all aspects of local, state and federal transportation 
programs including fund programming, developing/implementing projects, administering contracts and 
preparing regional transportation projects. 

 Implemented special projects including an EPA award winning Transit Oriented Development program, a 
regional Intelligent Transportation System, and other regional programs such as Transportation Demand 
Management, Transportation Fund for Clean Air, Bicycle/Pedestrian and Congestion Management programs.  

Education 

University of New Orleans, New Orleans, Louisiana 
Master of Urban and Regional Planning   
 
Southwestern University, Georgetown, Texas 
B.A., International Studies and Spanish  
 

   

 

 

 

 

National Recreation and Parks Association  
Director’s School Graduate, 2011 
 
Florida Recreation and Parks Association 
Joe Abrahams Leadership Academy Graduate, 2009 
 

 

 

 

Professional Affiliations  

 Member, American Institute of Certified Planners 

 State-wide Instructor, Florida Recreation and Parks Association  

 Director, Florida Recreation and Parks Association’s Emerging Leadership Academy, (2012 - present) 

 Member, Leadership Pinellas 
 
  

 

 



Matthew D. Blansit
education
Masters of Landscape Architecture  	 2012-2014
Auburn University--Auburn, AL 
GPA 3.79
B.A. of Mathematics, Minor: Outdoor Leadership 	 2004-2009
Western Kentucky University--Bowling Green, KY
Magna Cum Laude GPA 3.77 

professional experience
Project Manager/Landscape Architect In Training	 August 2014 - Present
City of  Clearwater - Parks & Recreation Dept. | Supervisor Leroy Chin, (727) 224-7101
Managed City of  Clearwater projects by developing and negotiating contract documents, on-site construction administration, developing projects from concept 
through close-out, walking projects through the permitting process with the planning department, and navigating through the political waters that come with 
working in government. 
Intern- Cahaba River Blueway	 January 2014-May 2014
Alabama Innovation Engine | Supervisor Matt Leavell, (205) 307-6519
Developed standards for access points along the Cahaba River in collaboration with leaders from the National Park Service, Alabama Innovation Engine, the Nature 
Conservancy, and the Cahaba River Society. Analyze strategic points along the river based on economic, ecologic, and social impact potential and inventory the 
points based on the developed standards. Communicate and present the documented information to the panel of  leaders.
Intern- Doe Mountain Recreation Area	 November 3-9, 2013
Farmer-Morgan | Supervisor Ben Farmer, (334) 444-2893
Coordinated a private-public partnership to develop a management plan for the newly designated 8,600 acre Doe Mountain Recreation Area. This project was the 
first in Tennessee to utilize the Tennessee Adventure Tourism and Rural Development Act. Conducted visioning sessions with citizens to understand the area, its 
history, economy, and unique features. These sessions combined with ecologic system analysis informed the planning of  the area for designated uses.
Charrette- Pepper Place Market	 September 13-14, 2013
Auburn University Urban Studio | Supervisor David Hill, (334) 844-5434
Developed a master plan for the development of  the Lakeview neighborhood of  Birmingham, AL in a team with architects, planners, marketing specialists, and 
landscape architects. Through ecologic, economic, and social analysis our team developed a plan to established an identity for the Pepper Place Market, connect 
the neighborhood to nearby points of  interest, and allow room for the return of  residential development.
Intern- Cumberland Byway	 August 19-23, 2013
Farmer-Morgan | Supervisor Ben Farmer (334) 444-2893
Collaborated with local residents to develop and showcase the unique stops along this 180-mile byway through northern Tennessee. Geologic, ecologic, economic, 
historic, and hydrologic analysis provided the framework for the master plan. Our team of  landscape architects, historians, engineers, marketing specialists, 
planners, and economists worked together to inform each others decisions and deliver a comprehensive development plan to the residents and businesses along 
the Cumberland Byway.
Student Landscape Architecture Consultant	 Spring 2013-2014
Masters of  Real Estate Development (MRED) Capstone | Supervisor Michael Robinson (334) 559-5686
Consulted two classes from the MRED program with the spatial, ecological, and circulation planning of  their capstone projects. One project was a winning design 
of  the development of  a retirement and independent living community over a 98-acre site that had to integrate with the surrounding community of  Reynolds 
Plantation. The other project studied a high-rise, infill development in Midtown Atlanta that is combining public open space, office, retail, residential, and parking, 
and tying that into the cultural fabric of  the nearby arts district. 

awards
ASLA Honorable Mention Research Participant		  Auburn University		  2014
Creative Scholarship Showcase		    		  Auburn University	 2014
Sigma Lambda Alpha Honor Society	   		  Auburn University	 2013-present
Jack Williams Scholarship 		    		  Auburn University	 2013
MRED Capstone Design Winner 		    		  Auburn University	 2013-14
Regents Scholar 			     		  Western Kentucky University	 2004-09
Ogden Scholar 			     		  Western Kentucky University	 2004-09
Dr. James H. Stutville Scholar 	   	   		  Western Kentucky University	 2005-06
President’s or Dean’s List every semester    		  Western Kentucky University	 2004-2009
Pi Mu Epsilon Mathematics Honor Fraternity 		  Western Kentucky University	 2005-2009



Matthew D. Blansit
work history
Graduate Research Assistant	 August 2012-May 2014
Auburn University- College of  Architecture, Design, and Construction	 Auburn, AL
Worked as Professor Michael Robinson’s Research Assistant. Primary tasks included coordinating a team of  MLA students to act as Landscape Architecture 
consultants to the Master of  Real Estate Development program’s capstone project, and researching discussion topics for the History of  Landscape Architecture 
Prehistory - 1890’s course.
Sea Kayak Guide/ Naturalist	 May-September 2010; May-June 2011
Kayak Adventures Worldwide  	 Seward, AK
Prepared and guided trips into the fjords on the Kenai Peninsula of  south central Alaska. Interpreted information of  the natural history, ecology, anthropology, and 
geology of  the area. Improvised conversations based on what was available.
Beach Attendant	 January-March 2011
Bolongo Bay Beach Resort	 Bolongo Bay, St. Thomas, USVI
Customer service was the main focus of  this position, being part of  the guests’ vacation memorable experience, supervising the beach area, and leading beach 
side activities.
Field Instructor/Backpacking Guide	 June 2009-April 2010
Second Nature Entrada	 St. George, UT
Backpacking guide and interventionist for a backcountry, wilderness therapy company. Collaborated with clients’ therapists to develop psychological intervention 
plans and implementations. Developed an emotionally safe environment among the group of  5-13 clients ages ranging from 13-44. 
Trail Construction	 May-August 2008
Student Conservation Association- US Forest Service Petersburg District	 Petersburg, AK
Designed on site and built step-and-run trail on Petersburg Mountain with a team of  14 other volunteers. Revegetated disturbed areas with selectively harvested 
plants from the surrounding environment. Planned supply drops, meals, and maintained clean campsite.
Outdoor Adventure Director 	 Summer (May-August) 2004-2007
Aldersgate Camp and Retreat Center	 Ravenna, KY
Wore many hats at the camp including cook, counselor, maintenance, dean, and Outdoor Adventure Director. The main duties were to develop and implement 
curriculum for the leadership and teamwork development courses (high ropes and low ropes) and maintain their facilities, plan hiking, camping, and canoe trips,  
and maintain and inventory all outdoor equipment.
Teacher Assistant	 January-May 2009
Western Kentucky University- Department of  Recreation and Sport Management	 Bowling Green, KY
Developed curriculum and taught REC 200 at Western Kentucky University. Planned and ran overnight instructional camping trips and canoeing trips.
Resident Assistant	 August 2005-May 2006
Western Kentucky University- Housing and Residence Life: Barnes-Campbell Hall	 Bowling Green, KY
Developed and maintained a positive community for my floor in an all-freshman, male dormitory, aiding in the transition from high school to college. Created many 
programs and activities for students to learn and/or relax.

professional groups/involvement
American Society of Landscape Architects	 2012-present
Student Member 	 2012 and 2013 ASLA Expo
Auburn University ASLA	 2012-present
Event Planning Coordinator, Alumni Relations Coordinator
Graduate Student Council	 2012-present
Senator
Urban Stream Restoration Workshop 	 March 2013
Participant
Resurrection Bay Conservation Alliance	 2011
Volunteer
Wilderness Education Association	 2008-2012 
Outdoor Leader	    Attended 2008 & 2009 National Conference

Proficient Visual Basic Programming

Bacterial Monitoring Certification

Wilderness Education Association Outdoor Instructor

Project WET/WILD outdoor education curriculum

American Canoe Association Level III instructor

Wilderness First Responder

Professional Backpacking Excursion Planning

Land, River, and Sea Navagation 

Trail Construction

Amatuer rock climbing, mountaineering, and sailing

trainings
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