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All Historic Preservation is Local!  
 

The greatest power to preserve is in local government. This means the greatest 
power to preserve rests with you. If you don’t do it, who will? You are the most visible 
part of your community’s historic preservation program, the part the public sees and 

interacts with. You establish its direction, priorities, and where it’s going. 



CLG  Program Benefits 
The CLG program is a national initiative which creates a preservation 
partnership between federal, state, and your community. Program benefits 
include: 

 

 Preservation training and technical assistance  

 Grant assistance for qualified preservation projects 

 A formal role in the National Register nomination process 

 An opportunity to comment in the statewide comprehensive preservation 
planning process 

 CLGs can also participate directly in Florida’s local property tax abatement 
program  
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Education and Training 
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CLG Grants 
 
 

 Federally-funded grants available only for CLGs 

 Most grants range from $5,000-25,000 

 A match is not required 

 Eligible projects include community education and survey and 
planning projects 

 Development (construction) projects are not eligible for funding 

 Grant applications are solicited each spring 

 Funds become available June 1 of the following year 

 Project length is one year 

 CLGs may partner with other organizations (Main Street, historical 
society, school board, etc.) in your community for a CLG grant 
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Myers Park Historic District Walking  
Tour Brochure  (2011)  

   

Tallahassee Trust  for Historic Preservation / $5,000  
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MiMo on the Beach Brochure and Website 
(2011)  

      City of Miami Beach / $9,200  
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 Boynton Beach Heritage Trail  (2013)  
 City of Boynton Beach  / $28,552 

 

8 



Downtown District Design Guidelines (2013)  
  

                               City of Fernandina Beach  / $19,500 
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Your Role in the National Register Process 

 All NR nominations in your community will be reviewed by 
your preservation board and chief elected official 

 If both your board and chief elected official do not 
consider the property eligible for the NR, the proposal will 
not be submitted to the Florida NR Review Board 

 Otherwise the property will be considered for nomination 
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The National Register of Historic Places 

 The nation’s honor role of historic properties. A preservation 
planning tool that is more a means to an end. Does not 
guarantee preservation! 

 Provides recognition that a property is significant. Most 
properties are significant at the local level. 

 Properties listed in or eligible for listing in the NR receive 
consideration when projects involving federal funding, 
permitting or licensing may negatively impact the property. A 
similar review takes place under state law for state-assisted 
undertakings. Does not include privately funded projects! 

 NR listed properties may be eligible for a 20% federal income 
tax credit if they are income-producing and complete a 
substantial rehabilitation. 
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Once You Are a CLG Your Community Must: 

   

 Provide the Division of Historical Resources with agendas and 
minutes of your historic preservation board meetings 

 Notify the Division of Historical Resources of changes to your 
historic preservation board 

 Notify the Division of Historical Resources of proposed 
amendments to your historic preservation ordinance 

 Submit an annual report of your historic preservation program 
activities 
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Procedural Due Process Considerations 

   

 Make sure to follow the notification requirements of your 
ordinance (mailings, legal notices, postings) to the letter 

 Board members must make decisions based on evidence, not 
personal bias. Ask questions, don’t give opinions 

 Maintain adequate records, especially for “expert opinions 

 Avoid personal conversations with property owners that are “off 
the record.” 
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Local Historic Preservation is: 
 
 
 Survey and Planning 

 Resource Management 

 Education  
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A Historic Survey Will: 

 Identify and record the historic resources in your community 

 Provide a record of community resources in case they are lost 

 Allow you to evaluate, prioritize, and plan for resource 
preservation 

 Need to be periodically updated  
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The legal authority provided by your community’s historic 
preservation ordinance to preserve your community's 

resources through historic designation and design review.  

      Resource Management 
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Historic Designation 

Historic designation is achieved through the nomination 
of eligible resources to the National Register of Historic 

Places (limited protection) and local historic  designation 
(greater protection).  
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How are Historic Resources Protected?  

Use The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, 
or your community’s design guidelines, to  sensitively preserve 

and rehabilitate historic resources 
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Education 

 
A local historic preservation program 

must pursue an aggressive and ongoing  
program of community education if it is  

to be successful. 

 

22 



How Do I Involve my Community in 
Historic Preservation?  

 Use the media (print, broadcast and social media) 

 Use your school system 

 Produce publications, videos, walking/driving tours 
and web pages about your community’s history 

 Hold on-site public hearings 

 Offer technical assistance workshops for property 
owners using professionally qualified speakers 

 Involve property owners and volunteers through 
special events 
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Do’s and Don’ t’s for Historic Board 
Members 
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I   

Know your ordinance and community. This almost goes 
without saying but you should read your historic 

preservation ordinance! Next, you should know—and 
this means walk and/or visit—the historic districts or 
properties you’re working with. You need to know the 

resources you’re protecting! 
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II   

Play fair in public hearings. Don’t get sloppy. Follow 
your ordinance, by-laws and rules of procedure. This 
relates to procedural due process. This is the most 

common way board decisions are challenged in court. 
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III   

Base your actions on something. Use printed facts and 
information. Follow The Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards for Rehabilitation or your community’s design 
guidelines. Avoid saying things like “Oh, that looks 

nice” if you can’t explain why. This is very important if 
you’re ever challenged legally. 



25 

IV   

Don’t talk down to the public or go off on a power trip. 
Try to put yourself in the place of the property owner 
and see where he’s coming from. Try to respect the 

property owner’s point of view and you’ll add to your 
own creditability.  
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V   

Make yourself known. Educate as well as regulate. Hold 
on-site public hearings, workshops, etc., and produce 

information about your community’s resources and 
historic preservation program such as brochures, 

walking/driving tours, posters, home tours, 
presentations, and videos. Use the media—make 
yourself known through PSAs. Use your school 

system—make your community’s history a part of the 
classroom curriculum. Finally, make whatever you 

produce look good!   
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VI   

Give credit where credit is due. Create an awards 
program to recognize your community’s best projects—

but don’t give too many awards!   
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VII   

Network. Talk with board member and staff from other 
CLGs, the Division of Historical Resources, and national 
organizations. Share ideas, problems and experiences. 

Remember, no program is an island!   
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VIII   

Plan for preservation. If you’re just starting, now's the 
time! If you’re up and running, it’s never too late to 

begin or re-visit your existing plan. Hold a goals and 
objectives workshop. Where do you want to be in one 

year? Two? Five? Ten? If you don’t know you probably 
won’t get there!   



30 

IX   

Don’t forget the not-so-pretty resources. Significance is 
not only based on physical appearance. Recognize  

vernacular resources, landscape features, archeological 
resources, and  resources less than 50 years old. 
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X   

Board members and staff should work together. One 
should not expect too much of the other! 



Where to go for information:  
The National Park Service 
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The National Alliance of Preservation  
Commissions   

25 



The Florida Trust for Historic 
Preservation  
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The Division of Historical Resources 
Florida Department of State 
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1. Fort Walton Beach  
2. Quincy 
3. Tallahassee/Leon County 
4. Monticello 
5. Fernandina Beach 
6. Jacksonville 
7. St. Johns County 
8. Clay County 
9.     St. Augustine 
10.   Palatka 
11. Newberry 
12. Gainesville 
13. Micanopy 
14. Ocala 
15.   Welaka 
16.  Daytona Beach 
17.  New Smyrna Beach 
18.  Volusia County 
19.  DeLand 
20.  Sanford 
21.  Mount Dora 
22.  Eustis 
23.  Leesburg 
24.  Eatonville 
25.  Orlando 
26.  Windermere 
27. Kissimmee 
28.  Auburndale 
29.  Lakeland 
30.  Plant City 
31. Hillsborough County 
32.  Tampa 
33. Tarpon Springs 
34. Belleair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

35. Pinellas County 
36.  St. Pete  Beach 
37.  Gulfport 
38.  St. Petersburg 
39.  Manatee County  
40.  Sarasota  
41.  Sarasota County 
42.  Highlands County 
43.  Melbourne 
44.  Vero  Beach 
45.  Fort Pierce 
46.  Fort Myers 
47.  Lee County 
48.  Bonita Springs 
49.  Collier County 
50.  Palm Beach County 
51.  Jupiter 
52.  Lake Park 
53. West Palm Beach 
54.  Lake Worth 
55.  Boynton Beach 
56.  Delray Beach 
57.  Palm Beach 
58.  Pompano Beach 
59.  Fort  Lauderdale 
60.  Hollywood 
61.  Miami Beach 
62.  Miami 
63.  Coral  Gables 
64.  Homestead 
65.  Miami-Dade County 
66. Monroe County 
67.  Islamorada 
68.  Key West 

 
 
 

 
  

The  Florida  CLG  Network 
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Michael  Zimny 
Florida  Certified  Local  Government  Coordinator 
 
Division  of  Historical  Resources 
500  South  Bronough  Street 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399-0250 
flheritage.com  
850.245.6333  Phone  850 245.6437  Fax 
Michael.Zimny@DOS.MyFlorida.com 
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