Exploring your family history?
Doing a student research project?
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Help build the growing collection.
• The Heritage Village Archives &
Library is committed to building a
collection that reflects the diverse
population of our county. For more
information, or to donate to the
collection, please call (727) 582-2119.
• Do you love history?
Help to preserve the history of Pinellas County
by volunteering at Heritage Village.
Call (727) 582-2123 for more information.
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You Can Get Involved!

125th ST.

MISSOURI AVE.

Outdoor Living History Museum
33 Historical Features
21 Acre Native Florida Landscape
School group tours
Adult group tours
Gift Shop

Look no further!
The Heritage Village Archives
& Library is a comprehensive
collection of materials about
Pinellas County history.
• The county’s largest historic
photograph collection with
8,500 images
• More than 3,500 volumes
about Florida and Pinellas
County history, antiques
and collectibles
• Thousands of original
Pinellas County postcards
• Documents, yearbooks,
scrapbooks, maps and rare books
• Special collections
• Call ahead at (727) 582-2128
to make an appointment.

Archives
Library

Other Highlights at Heritage Village:
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Curious about the history
of Pinellas County?
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www.pinellascounty.org/heritage
11909–125th Street North, Largo, Florida
(727) 582-2123
Wednesday - Saturday 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday 1 - 4 p.m.
Closed County Holidays
Heritage Village Archives & Library
Call ahead to make an appointment (727) 582-2128
Don’t miss visiting our neighbors at
The Florida Botanical Gardens!
Pinellas County complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
To obtain accessible formats of this document, please call (727) 464-4062 (V/TDD).
Funding for this brochure was provided by Heritage Village. 05/17
Produced in cooperation with the Pinellas County Marketing & Communications Department.

		

A treasure trove
of historic Pinellas
peninsula research materials

Significant Dates In Pinellas County's History: 1000 A.D. - Tocobago Indians are at their zenith in the Safety Harbor area. • 1528 - Spanish explorer Pánfilo de Narvaez, it is believed, lands somewher
on the Pinellas Peninsula. • 1539 - Hernando deSoto, it is believed, explores the Tampa Bay area. • 1832 - Odet Philippe establishes the first permanent white settlement on the Pinellas Peninsula in th
Safety Harbor area. • 1834 - Hillsborough County is formed. Included within Hillsborough County's jurisdiction is the Pinellas Peninsula, then known as West Hillsborough. • 1842 - The federal government
Armed Occupation Act takes effect, providing 160 acres to any head of family or single man over 18 years of age who would bear arms and live on the land in a fit habitation for five years and cultivate at least fiv
acres. This Act provided the first material impetus to white settlement of the peninsula. • 1848 - An intense hurricane lashes the Pinellas Peninsula, causing widespread damage and destruction. • 1853 - Od
Keeter" Booth, son of Richard Booth and Melanie PhilippeBooth, born; reputed to be the first white child born in Pinellas County. • 1884 - Zephaniah Philipps, a Civil War veteran, was the first settler on th
barrier islands (Long Key/Pass-a-Grille). • 1855 - Pinellas County's first public school opens on land donated by area pioneer John Taylor on site of present Clearwater High School. • 1859 - A post offic

§§Photograph Collection

Over 8,500 photographs - the largest collection of
Pinellas County historical images!

§§Library
More than 3500 volumes about Florida and Pinellas
County history, antiques and collectibles.

§§Map Collection
Extensive collection of maps relating to Pinellas County.

§§Yearbooks & City Directories
The most complete collection of Pinellas County
yearbooks and city directories.

§§Postcard Collection
A collection of several thousand original postcards
from the beginning of the 20th century representing
vanishing scenes of the county.

§§Special Collections
260 cubic feet of archives containing documents of
early families, local businesses and late 19th century
area government documents.

§§Scrapbooks
A wide variety of scrapbooks containing unique
photographs and recorded memories of life in
Pinellas County as viewed through civic organizations
and families.

§§Audio-Visual Collections
The only repository with a collection of over 300 tapings
of the cable access television show Pinellas Past, featuring
interviews with early residents and oral histories of
individuals recounting daily life in Pinellas County.

For more information, visit

www.pinellascounty.org/heritage/archives_library.htm

s established at Clearwater (then called Clear Water • 1885 Dr. W. C. Van Bibber of Baltimore presents a report to the American • Medical Society convention in New Orleans, lauding the healthy • climat
of the Pinellas Peninsula. His recommendation helps • introduce tourism to Pinellas. • 1887 Tarpon Springs becomes the first incorporated city on the Pinellas • Peninsula. • Harbor). Clear Water Harbo
s the first point on the Pinellas Peninsula • to become a community. • 1887 - Tarpon Springs becomes the first incorporated city on the Pinellas Peninsula. • 1887 The Orange Belt Railroad arrives on th
Pinellas Peninsula. Terminating in St. Petersburg in 1888, the railroad is a significant stimulant to growth and economic development in Pinellas. • 1887 - Captain Samuel Hope built his home in Anclote
• 1897 Construction of the Belleview Hotel, later known as the BelleviewBiltmore, completed. The building of many resort hotels, combined with the coming of the railroad and the popularity of the area's climate
signaled an early boom in Pinellas County's tourist industry. • 1900 - to Pass-a-Grille/Long Key became the first barrier island development • 1910 containing hotels, beach cottages and a casino. • 1905 - A
arge number of Greek sponge divers and fishermen arrive in Tarpon Springs changing the face of the industry and the community. • 1912 - Pinellas becomes a county, separate and apart from Hillsborough County

