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I.egul, Political Paths
Defining Term Limits Issue

By Leo Coughlin

CLEARWATER - The advocates of term limits for members of the
County Commission showed up in force at the commission’s last
meeting and railed about the issue, tirgeting in their comments four
commissioners who are defendants in a pending law suit.

The legal action is asking the Circuit Court in a complaint for
Declaratory Judgment that a referendum passed overwhelmingly in
1996 that limits the terms of County Commission members 1o eight
conseeutive years be implemented

A recent court decision has revived the issue that has lain dormant
for many ye:

While the lawsuit goes forward, the dormancy of almaost 16 vears
raises the question of why four members of the commission have
remained in office that would putatively violate the dictate of that
referendum,

That is what the lawsuit is about. That is lhr legal aspect, and the
approach that is going to count when all is s nd done.

In the meantime, the issue is also running on a political track and
that is what almost two dozen people were doing at the County
Commission meeting July 24 demanding that Susan Latvala, Karen
Seel, John Morroni and Ken Welch stand down. Right now:

Those members are the defendants in the legal action in which
Maria Scruggs, Beverly 5 and H, Patrick Wheeler are the plaintiffs,

Wheeler, active in civil affairs and a watchdog, was one of those
speaking at the July 24 commission mee

Scruggs is a candidate opposing Welch in th:: Democratic primary
and Billi a former mayor of Tarpon Springs.

John Burgess is a very active member of the “Eight is Enoy
group, which has fought for yvears for the implementation of the term
limits thar they say was decided long ago but never added o the
County Charter,

Burgess claims that the lir
percent of voters favoring the
1997 and has been in effect since.

amendments that passed with 72
ue actually ook effect January 1,

Term Limits, See Ad

County Struggles With
kS Cost;
Study Approved

By Leo Coughlin

CLEARWATER - “If your housc catch afire, they ain't no way
around,” Hank Williams used to sing in those words that captured the
persona of that genius, dead ar 29,

A song is one thing ity another, as citizens in Pincllas County
wonder how safe they are when it comes to their personal safety.

Bad enough the situation described by the priorities of taxpayer
spending in Largo where if cuts persi ident’s home can be
burning down, but nothing can be done until four frefighters are
present.

And now the emergency medical sitvation has taken on a grim
aspect with the county, which oversees the EMS program, facing
what Bob LaSala. the county administrator, calls bankruptcy.

The latest wrinkle in the struggle is the decision to spend more
money on a study by a consultant that will look at a plan already pro-
posed by LaSala.

While the idea got some opposition from the County Comimission,
including Ken Welch, in the end the idea to hire the consultant
{described as the “high bidder™y, was approved with Welch caving in.

He was joined by Susan Latvala, Karen Seel and John Morroni i
the approval. Commissioners Norm Roche, Nancy Bostock and Nedl
Brickficld opposed it

As a footnote to those proceedings, those voting in the affirma-
tive to, in effect, ratify a plan already proposed by LaSala, are the

County, See Ad

‘Don’t Fence
Me Out!’

By Jane Bongo

CLEARWATER - The best defense
i a good offense,, or rither a fence
in this .

The I) Council will decide
tonight whether to go forwand with a
“Courtyard Enhancement Project,
plan 1o erect 4 fence 1o define pedes-
n patterns and create a public arts
arca” around the Main Library at an
estimated cost of $188,291,

Challenged by ongoing issues of
vagrancy and loitering at the library,
city officials sought to deter the
issue by surrounding the building
with a fence and gate entry.

The first design was presented in
April but the City Council thumbed-
down the seven-foot-tall  black
wroughtiron fence as it gave the
appearance of fencing-in the library
while fencing-our citizens

The City Council requested stall
20 back 1o the drawing board and
look ar designs with a more “artful
flair” that would “enhance the
appearance of this signature down-
town building™

City staff ultimately designed a
fence more in alignment with the
“spirit of the building” library direc-
tor Barbara Pickell told the City
Council on Monday during its work
SESSION,

Tt's more of an entry way versus
just a gate” said Pickell "The curve
at the top of the fence mirrors the
curve of the library's roof top align-

ment” Just inside the entrance, the
courtyard might include various “art
clements” such as planters, mosaics,

ambient lighting and
landscap
Council member Jay Polglaze
said."Wie need to be frank about this.
We have ulterior motives for this
fenc nd our maotive is w protect
our investment and make it a desie
able place that all citizens can go to.”
Council member Bill Jonson
referred 1o a letter sent to the City
Council from Robert A, M. Stern
Architects, the original building
designer, whao inguired as to why
the firm was not consulted and
sed opposition tw the design
g it “detracts from the Library
design, creating a cage-like appear-
ance for what was and should be an
npq.n nd welcoming entrance.”

spent a lot of money with
Robert Stern and 1really would like to
get some  suggestions from  him
before we go off on some direction
that is inconsistent with thae (build-
ing) design.” Jonson said, *1'd like to
have at least run by his partner. T don't
want to make the library a stockade

or walled-off from the community.”
Fence, See A3

improved

Brooke Bennett

Medalist to Host Water Safety Event
for Big Brothers Big Slsiers

CLEARWATER - Three-time Olympic gold
medalist, Brooke Bennett, w
event for“Littles” (children) and their
tors) in the Big Brothers Big Sisters program

all over the world, the threetime gold medalist
always wondered what it would be like o work
on the other side of the camera. She is now pur-
suing her second dream, a broadeasting career. In

The event, called “"Wet & Wild Wi fery February 2009, that dream began at Bright House
with Brooke Bennett”, w the place on Saturday,  Sports Network. Her specialty is obviously swim-
August 4, from 10 am-1 pom. at the Clearwater ming, with intentions of covering all sports in the
WMOCA, locuted at 1005 South Highland Avenuve in - Tampa Bay area,
Clearwater. 150 guests are expected o attend, Along with her televisi

Bennett will speak o the group about setting  certificd personal traines
goals, how to be a successful athlete and her  spending hours in the kitchen, currently working
experiences at the Olympic 5 on her own cookbook. At the Atlanta Olymp
and “Littles™ will participate 1996, she won gold and began her four-y
stations about water safety, both in the pool .lnd as the top distance swimmer in the
on the pool deck went on to win two more gold medals at the 2000

After spending her entire life being inter-  games in Sydney. Her 800-meter freestyle victory
viewed by newspaper and television journalis wis an Olympic record.

Shoring Up the City’s Seawalls

By Jane Bongo
CLEARWATER - The City Council will likely  Rogers Street, Turner Street and the Seminole boat
approve an expenditure of $152,807 onight as a ramp.
“eoastal line of defense,” protecting the city's The city has sufficient revenue available in the

waterfronts against crosion caused by tides and  scawall  replacement  fund  of the Capital
wave-action, Improvement Program budget, $400,000, to fund
Miles and miles of seawall, now aging and dete-  the cost associated with the three locations iden-
riorating, protect the city's waterfront and the  tified in this contract, according to City Engincer
Engineering Department is taking steps to ident-  Ed Chesney.
fy the signs of potential Rulure prior to a cata- The three prioritized seawalls were used in the
strophic event in order to reduce long term o request for proposal as the bascline for bidd
associated with ng city-owned seaws submit their best estimate for repair work. Based
Earlier this year, the engineering staff per- on the review and ranking of four bidders, the
formed visual inspections of all city owned sea- Seawalls, See A3
to develop a schedule of
hich seawalls to address
first. Staff identified the wp
three most critical seawalls in
need of immediate repair:
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Let’s Gét This
Party Started!

Join our NEW Weekend
Deck Parties!
with Live Island Music... -

Saturdays from 12 - 5 pm
Sundays from | - 6 pm

Enjoy Our New Deck
& Tiki Bar Menu...

Indulge your senses with sunshine, fresh air,
and our tropical deck menu featuring
grouper sandwiches, salads, sushi. stone crabs,
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| We scan your computer and offer solutions that will improve performance and speed

FREE
PCDIAGNOSIS $4'995
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HIGH SPEED INTERNET
WIFI

= ELECTRONIC SECURITY
24 HOUR ACCESS

Call Rafe
727.459.3125

OR LEASING [NFORMATION
o

JOHN HOPINGARTEN
T27-488-2111
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1| +Wemake House Calls!

1| +Remote Repair available

Il «Experienced Technicians

' +In-Home Computer Training
' with Patience

1| -Reasonable Rates and

,|  Satisfaction Guaranteed
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info@aaacomputerdoctor.com
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APPLE & PC
SERVICE & REPAIR

SIidinF Door Repair
and Roller Replacement
Is your door hard to open? Does it feel like it weighs a ton?
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Youngsters Find Fun at
Dunedin Library

Photos/text by SANDI FAHY

Mary Coules and son Gavin, 3. seated, are pictured with Dundin
Public Library teen 1 ding l-r) Megan And

#ac Rolston and Anissa Cruz at the Youth Services special crafts
day on July 20, Gavin shows the Green Monster hand puppet he
made using a paper bag.

(from left) Sophia Harmon-Greene, Aevan Vinson and Alleyn
Vinson were among the children who mrned out to make Green
Monster hand puppets at the Dunedin Public Libracy on July 206,
That's Aevan's mom Dana assisting him with the project.

Best “Taste of Clearwater”
2{HM & 2005,

v . B G:T\llanluzi &
We DELIVER!
$5.00 orr |5 Yeted

rreaeorte | i Bclls

atter 2 Years

<x Exp. 312 in a row!
Exquisitely presented authentic Thai specialties are trly
ermﬁ'f« Detight both the eye and the palats witk 1

ihelr elepan presentarion and @ peseer blend of seasening

1280 8, Missouri Ave.
Berwoen Lakeviow & Draid, Clearwater

CocoNuT 727-441-1650 Gty 5| e
Opew Lawch: Mon.-Fri 11:5 am-2:38 pom « Dinser: 7 Days o VWeek -
A0 - %00 g = Frd & Sat, unsil |0 p S o Likevin
n-
Now OpG Best Breakfast On The Beach | (o gates
Ghang ..epubass., oo
Brvakfast, Lomch & D 127-408-5200 —
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+ Initial Exam (D0150) " T

+ 4 Bitewing X-rays D0274)

+* Head/Neck Exam/Cleaning (D1110)

+ Diagnosis & Treatment Plan (09450)
In absence of gum disease

Same insurane plans may cover
amajority of these services. We take most
insuranie plars-Call s to check an yours.

Clearwater

FAMILY DENTAL
A24.442.33€63

Pand T [BI0rSY
706 S. Fort Harrison Ave

+ Gelish Manicure W/Reg Color $25
« Manicure & Pedicure $25

RN . Pink & White Full Set $30 + Fill Ins S15

C
LENIETEE « Pink & White Fill 525 « Waxing $7
L « Pedicure $17 » Walk-Ins Welcome

The Life and
Legacy of
Aldo Leopold
to be Presented

ST. PETERSBURG - Join staff at
Weedon Island on Saturday, August
i, from 2-3:30 p.m.. for a matinee
showing of Green Fire, a full-length
documentary film about legendary
environmentalist Aldo Leopold.

This film highlights Leopold’s
extraordinary career and how he
“shaped and influenced the modern
environmental movement” This film
sponsored by Clearwater Audubon
in partnership with the Friends of
Weedon Island is about conserva
tion ethics and connecting people
and the land. The matinee is free,
advanced registration is required,
and light refreshments, donated by
the FOWL, will he served,

Discovering Nature
with Your Child

TARPON SPRINGS - MNature dis-
i ble on the sec
ond Saturday of every month from
13 pom, at Brooker Creck. Learn
what is the difference between a
carnivore and an herbivore, whose
tracks are those and more. Stop by
education center at Brooker Creek
to participate in a varicty of sclf
guided nature games and acti
A Brooker Creek Education Center
volunteer will be ilable 1o
ANSWET YOUr (uestic
For more information  please
contact (727) 453-6800

Teens Dream Up
Puppet Shows
at Clearwater

Libraries

v, Aug. 2 per-
ce by the library's ween vol-
unteer puppet troupe, the Dascaloja
Puppeteers. The performance will
be in the youth area on the library's
second floor,

The 10:30 am. show, geared
toward children ages sik and up,
includes hand puppets that perform
classic folktales, modern stories and
songs, Puppeteers will also come out
from behind the curtain to perform
skits and songs without puppets.

The Dascaloj

Public Library since the 1970s,
recruiting teen volunteers from the
community who work together and
perform in the community each
summer and at holidays.

For more information, please call

(727) 562-4970 or
www.myclearwater.com/cpl.

visit

County, From Al
defendants in a law suit designed o
kick them off the commission.

The EMS problem is all about
money - increased expenses and
diminishing property values with a
concomitant loss of ad valorem rev-
enue have brought the vital service
to the brink of disaster.

One idea that has had strong sup-
port from some fircfighters is o
abandon the pri
service that works in conjunction
with EMS and have transportation
of medical cases done by fire crews,

That was rejected by the county
as unworkable. Actually, the county
realizes moncy from the private
ambulance service.

It is hard to imagine the county
doing away with EMS but the coun-
ty budget makers say an 18 percent
increase is necded for the service to
keep it going. A 45 percent increase
in the current budget year was nec-

sary and another raise might be

Atk feenleaable

You Need To Keep Your Doors
Locked Because

By Anne McKay Garris

All the way from Miami, two weeks ago, two
women arrived on Clearwater Beach in a rented
car. Their missions was simple — keep trying
doors to the houses on North Clearwater Beach
until vou find one unlocked, then open it, go
inside and help yoursell 1o whatever jewelry you
can find This was in broad dayvlight.

There is a house on Astor Street where the
owners always keep their doors locked but, this
time, they accidemally left the back one unlocked
as both husband and wife were in and out most of
the time. The next morning, when the wife went
looking for a piece of jewelry, she found that it
was gone. All of it! Shocked, she called the
police.

When the Clearwater Police arrived they asked
if she had a beach bag missing.  She discovered
her favorite bag was gone and, unbelievably, the
in it
ms that the Miami women made one big
stake. They went on to ring the doorbell at a
nearby house and, when the very well trained 14-
vear-old young man at that house did not respond,
they tried the door. By the time they were in the

hack of the house, also trving to get in, the voung
man had called police and, with his descriptions
of the car and the women (one of whom was
reportedly pregnanty in hand, the police were
able to apprehend the thieves and ook them o
jail.

It turns out, the thicves had also robbed the
house of a lady in South Tampa.  Here they stole
a suitcase in which to carry the loot and that, too,
was found in their car. An identification tag in
the suitcase with the Tampa lady's address on it
allowed the police to contact her and return her
jewels also.  According to one policeman, this
lady didn’t know she had been robbed untl the
police called.

“I'm thankful to get the jewels back?” said the
Clearwater Beach robbery victim, “but knowing
someone was roaming at ease around my house
makes me feel vulnerable. I hope everyone who
hears about this remembers to keep their doors
locked, even in the day time”

Al press time, one of the thieves oul on
bond. The other, who has an arrest record, is sill
in jail.

Term Limits, From Al

He claims that the four members are in “willful
violation of law"

The law suit asks the court to recognize the 1996
referendum as legal, that the four cor SSIONErs
are in violation of term limits and be ordered to
relinguish their offices immediately and that an
election date be set to have the vacancies filled

IF a court did order the four out of office imme-
diately, which some legal observers see as un
Iy because of the inherent problem of reducing
the commission to three members and perhaps as
counter to public policy,

One aspect of a three member County

Ze-

Commission is that such a number would not con-
SIS @ quornm.

Legally, a quorum is taken to be a majority of all
the members of a given body, but the county
Charter in Sect. 3.02 says,"All ordinances and res-
an affirmative vore of
a majority of the members of the board of counry
commissioners voting ., "

That language clearly could be interpreted as
constituting three members voting as a quorum.

Jim Bennett, the county attorney, was queried
on the question, but failed o respond.

lencough729@gmailcom

ISLAND ESTATES REALTY

No One Has Sold More Property On Island Estate:

727-447-0040 W

727-449-0040

WE ARE EXPANDING QUR OFFICES.

NOW HIRING PROFESSIONAL REALTORS.
Call Joanne for confidential interview.

s Realty.com

The Islands For More Than 40 Years!

WATERFRONT HOMES:
ELEGANT OPEN WATER MASTERPIECE 5800:f dbr 5.5,

HANDYMAN SPECIAL
Great water views, ﬂr’ﬂhm

Joanne Hiller
Broker/Owner G.R.L

727-460-5721

HOMES CONT'D:
LOWEST PRICED Wﬂmmu"n ESTATES
pool, dock, frml liv. rm. & din. rm, great room, den. §2,279,000 WATERERONT CONDOS:

RUTENBERG H

2250, Shr+den J!bd( $559,000 700 ISLAND WAY - Beautful S cernes veit 1920 sq. . 2/2: den,

OPEN WATER TOTALLY REMODELED oll new appliances & A/ Mint candien. Bessifl witer views.  $339,000
4be 3bo,30315f 3+den/3 $1,450,000 770 ISLAND WAY - Jut ted, beautful 2/2+Fi.m, 13355,

BEACH CUTIE diret water views. Mint cond. $249,000
e Tha |mm%rmmm beuch  $380,000 736 1SLAHD VOAY - SR by wter views. $339,000

£90 ISLAD WAY - /2, Pea S braee

$545,000 736 ISLAND WAY - Wox. upgrudes-9th FL Gronife kit & bo,
thermopene wind

850 IsLAND v - 3 OV by 1350 . Mo
750 ISLAND WAY - S o0 BaDbsuse with fobuliss views only $259,000
BAY HOUSE- 2/2, 1300
HORIZON HOUSE - il § Vg @ DBy . .
ISLAND WALK -2/, Peabouse - Min D D 2

$399,000

$262,500

$439,900
$306,900

Biichen

$145,000
$199,000
$250,000,

NEW LISTING ON ISLAND ESTATES
$112,000

Love the Island life i ths roamy ane becroom with great

wakerviws. The \nrgﬁ bedrom wil accommedate yaur king

bedroom sed, Eotin' kitchen & bots of light fram sliding gloss doors.

Frieaely resideats will muke this your faverite place fo L Ao o
real investment ond easy fo rent ansvolly or seascally.

rnishings wvil, Coll Amber sodoy!

Diamond 1sle um Furn. avail Way-Dex 31
Ishand Key 3/3 Furs, sm. poi ok, wirfrat avoil Bay-Doc 31
CONDOS

Sunwatch Ly Camer 2/, Water £, 5& W Pes 0K, 2 Bakonies
51 Island Wy 22 Remadeled, Open Kichen, New A/C & Bgplionces § 209,500
255 Dolphin Pt 262t 101k f Galf views, wak o beach
51 Island Way mmt;ww& slove, relrg ol & painl § 139,900
Delphin Cove /1 Nurhsids,nce watee view, lrga bdeoom

Sle00
52800

$350,000

§159,900

§112,000

255 Dolphin P1 Shor sob, 1/1, e wtarvis, dsTLC §110,000
Dolphin Cove 1/1 cue, lnw moiggaue) R kiches, groct buy $92,000
Sewille 22, 7 Iy hakories, End Unit 145055, updoted, not & Short Selel :3!,’00

69,900

RENTALS

909 Pine [fidency Ast, Smal pel O, unfurn, besic cebleinel.  §525
R:':;:mm:':f’;:‘v’"g_”:;ﬁw o 7% Sovilln /2 gound o, bk, e khon . b, 5+
rm$v7.Wuva@ g:: Call Amber Davis your local Realtor for great deals!

0 2/2 it o, A " REAL ESTATE = REAL INVESTMENT
Dolphin Cove 1/1 hutnihed, 90 doy min. (imusble) 5900 Find out how you can search the MLS Free!
Dﬁﬂ;‘:‘* Y2 ilimmli Ima. mi. SIZ00  vigit me on the web worw.Call Aniber.com todsy.

1/1 Hew il 15t . Furm vl Set-Dec: 1200

33 ay 1/ Vo i, L Fom vl S Dec 31 12000 o) o0 EASE, CALL AMBER TODAY 717-743-2712

660 Islond Way, #307
TR/EL 135055, . Cando
Ensy Show, leckbe: vacanl, tens of ameaities and Docks mvnilabls!

For rent at $1,500 o month or for sale at $205,900

868 Bayway Blvd., #115 Maring House
98R/284 1007 5. b, 1t Faor Gendo
Located noxt to pool, great views, Priced to sell ot $224,900

660 Islond Way #206 = 2/ Coadomiriems; Open Fioor Flan, Many
Amenities, Eusy Show, 1350 Sq Ft. Priced 1o Sell 5209,900

200 SIiff Py #204 == Waterfront 388 284 Condominiam on kland Esioes,
Completely furnishes; beat sk annuel. 53,200 Monthly Bldy oy 2 yrs old.

Dennis C. Stone Realtor
727-639-3786
fisk me about Listingbook!
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