Fla. county EMS transport changes up in the air
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Fla. county EMS transport changes up in the air

The delegation’'s recommendation came Wednesday after a fact-finding
session and public hearing
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St. Petersburg Times

PINELLAS PARK — If state lawmakers from Pinellas County have their way, a proposal to change
how emergency medical services are funded will be on hold until an accountant has a chance to
analyze the numbers.

Members of the Pinellas County Legislative Delegation also want the accountant to analyze the
current system and a proposal by two firefighters to have firefighter-paramedics take patients to
hospitals. Under the current system, the county contracts with Sunstar, a private, for-profit
company to transport patients.

They want the study completed by July 1.

Delegation members also want St. Petersburg to hold off on a threatened lawsuit over the
funding changes until the audits are finished and they can meet again to discuss the results.

The delegation's recommendation came Wednesday after a fact-finding session and public

hearing. It came days before Tuesday's meeting when Pinellas commissioners are scheduled to
consider a proposal by County Administrator Bob LaSala to create 22 EMS "subdistricts" across
the county. Commissioners would then be able to set different EMS property tax rates in each.

LaSala did not return phone messages asking for comment. But at least one commissioner said
he thought the subdistrict item should not have been put on the agenda now.

"This is the opposite of standing down," Ken Welch said. "It is the most inflammatory thing we
could do at this point. | told him I'm disappointed it's on the agenda. It just flies in the face of
what the delegation asked us to do."

Welch added, "I'm adamantly opposed to this nuclear option. It's almost like we're begging to go
to court.”

Welch said he was also concerned that LaSala suggested having both his proposal and the one by
firefighters Scott Sanford and Jim Millican “operationalized” by a consultant before turning them
over to the accountant.

The delegation and the public walked out of Wednesday's meeting thinking the plans, as
presented, would go to the accountant, he said.

"This could be a credibility issue," Welch said, because the county would not be doing what the
delegation wants and the public expects.

EMS has been an increasingly emotional issue over the past couple of years as property values
have dropped and expenses have increased. LaSala has proposed cutting about $11 million from
the property taxes that go to the county's 18 fire departments that provide EMS service. The bulk
of those cuts - about $7 million - would come from St. Petersburg.

St. Petersburg officials say that big a cut - about 58 percent of the $12 million it received from
the county this year - would be devastating. The city can't run EMS properly on $5 million a year,
they say. The city has threatened to sue if LaSala goes forward with his plan.

Last week , county commissioners seemed to favor other strategies. One of those would be to try
a pilot project in St. Petersburg using fire transport at night rather than the ambulance service.
It's a move that could save $2 million or more, St. Petersburg officials say.

But LaSala has seemed reluctant to embrace fire transport.

Said Welch: "It's almost like we're afraid the pilots are going to work."
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Fla. county EMS transport changes up in the air

But the county might not have a choice. The idea of fire transport is catching on with the public.
All the residents who spoke during the delegation's hearing Wednesday urged the legislators to
pass a law allowing Pinellas firefighters to transport. And several delegation members said that, if
pushed to do something then, they would come down in favor of fire transport.

Copyright 2011 Times Publishing Copyright © 2013 LexisNexis, a division of

Company @' LexisNeXxis* Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved
Terms and Conditions Privacy Policy

. X

are al Transport 5 E
/7 reliable service Glean late model vans, sedans & SUV ‘

Mon Emergency 24

=] O

9 N. Hubert , Tampa (E 4-1300

Comments

The comments below are member-generated and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
FireRescuel.com or its staff. If you cannot see comments, try disabling privacy and ad blocking
plugins in your browser.

Add a comment...

Comment using... =

I3 Facebook social plugin

Latest Fire Jobs

RESCUE SYSTEMS

=+ Lateral Firefighter/EMT

4 = Firefighter/Apparatus Operator
The PIONEER in
Battery-Powered
Rescue Tools

= Paramedic

= Firefighter/Paramedic

¥ o - Visit the Careers Section

LEARN MORE FireRescuel Offers
CLICK  Cenified Compliant to

HERE NFPA 1936
www._powerhawk.com 1-800-PWR-HAWK

to the FREE
FireGrantsHelp
eNews

Latest news and grant alerts

About FireRescuel | Advertise | Contact Us | Member Support | My

u 1950 Film:
Rescue Squad

. More Fire-EMS Videos

Fire-EMS Tips

= Tips for treating lower back pain
= A Time-out for Safety
= Care tips for thermal burns patients

= Celebrate CPR/AED Week in your
community

= Proper lifting technique

More Fire-EMS Tips

Profile | Privacy Policy

FireRescuel News & Video Popular Products Popular Topics Resources In Our Network
FireRescuel is revolutionizing the way the ~ Columnists Apparatus Department Management Copyright Info Bioterrorism
fire service community finds relevant news, Fire News Fire Gloves Fire Attack Fire Games Fire Grants
!der\tlfles |mlponan; tralnlngr:nformallon, Fire News Feed Fire Radios Fire-EMS Firefighter Blog LocalGovU
interacts online and researches . ) ) . L .
X . Fire Photos Fire Tools Fire Prevention Firefighter Jobs Paramedic Jobs
product purchases and suppliers. It's the
most comprehensive and trusted online Fire Videos PPE Firefighter Safety Firefighter Training  Paramedic Videos
destination for firefighters and fire Firefighter Tips Prevention Products Volunteer FR1 Sponsors Tactical EMS
departments worldwide. FlashoverTV Rescue Equipment Wildland Newsletters Volunteer Fire
Line-of-Duty Deaths All Fire Products All Fire Topics NFPA Standards
Follow Us
CYRSRC IS i
Visit other FireRescuel Network Sites: FireRescuel Copyright © 2013 Firerescuel.com. All Rights Reserved. f \ TRUSTe

Page 2 of 2

http://www.firerescuel.com/fire-ems/articles/1192645-Fla-county-EMS-transport-changes... 7/18/2013



