
5-DAY CONE ACTIONS 
n	 Know your evacuation zone. 
n	 Review your family disaster plan. 
n	 Get your survival kit and important papers ready. 
n	 Begin work to prepare your home and yard. 
n	 If you live in an evacuation zone, know where  
		  you will go and how you will get there. 
n	 If you have special needs, be sure your caregiver  
		  begins to implement your plan and you are  
		  registered for a special needs shelter. 
As a storm moves closer to land, the accuracy of the 
forecast increases. If Pinellas County is within the 
3-day cone, residents should step up their preparations. 

3-DAY CONE ACTIONS 
n	 Double check your survival kit and make necessary  
		  purchases to avoid lines and traffic. 
n	 Gather special supplies for infants, children,  
		  seniors and pets. 
n	 Be sure you have all materials and tools necessary  
		  to shutter windows. Shop early. 
n	 If your plans are to evacuate, make arrangements,  
		  book reservations and pack what you can in  
		  your vehicle.

About 36-hours ahead of a storm, forecasters will 
issue a HURRICANE WATCH for areas within the 
cone that can expect hurricane conditions. Again,  
because hurricanes can be erratic, everyone in that 
area must prepare as if the storm is headed directly 
for their home. If the storm changes path or speed, 
the time between a WATCH and a WARNING 

Timing is Critical to Good Planning

might be only six hours. During a WATCH, the 
focus should be on preparing for the WARNING. 

If you are in an evacuation zone or a mobile/manu-
factured home, the goal is to be fully prepared to leap 
into action within one or two hours of the WARN-
ING being issued. If you live in a non-evacuation 
zone, the goal is to be able to complete all prepara-
tions within one or two hours after the WARNING.

HURRICANE WATCH ACTIONS 
n	 Fill vehicle gas tank. 
n	 Get cash and secure papers and valuables. 
n	 Refill medications. (See page 5) 
n	 Fill containers and tubs with water, even if  
		  evacuating – you may need the water when  
		  you return. 
n	 Secure yard equipment and furniture. 
n	 Shutter your windows. 
n	 Help neighbors with their preparations. 
n	 If your plans are to evacuate out of the local  
		  area, make final preparations to secure your  
		  home so you can leave as soon as an evacuation  
		  order is issued. 
n	 If you are preregistered for transportation to  
		  a public shelter, be sure you have everything  
		  you need for your “go bag.” 

A storm will be about 24 hours from impact when 
the HURRICANE WARNING is issued. Gener-
ally, Pinellas County Emergency Management will 
issue official evacuation orders not long after a 
WARNING. Whenever any evacuation is ordered, 
all mobile and manufactured home residents must 
evacuate. For those not in mobile or manufactured 
homes, be sure to know your zone so you can un-
derstand and follow official emergency instructions. 
(See page 2)

HURRICANE WARNING ACTIONS 
n	 Stay tuned to local news and get your weather  
		  radio ready. 
n	 Complete any final preparations to evacuate  
		  or to shelter in your home. 
n	 If your plan is to travel out of the local area and  
		  you can leave at this point, do so. 
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Make plans ahead of time 
and act when the time is right.

You don’t wait until the crash to
strap on your seatbelt do you?

Don’t gamble with your life.
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Make plans ahead of time 
and act when the time is right.

You don’t wait until the crash to
strap on your seatbelt do you?

Don’t gamble with your life.


