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BOARD OF
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
DATE:  April 15, 2014
AGENDA ITEM NO. /%

Consent Agenda |:] Regular Agenda ﬂ Public Hearing D

County Administrator’s Sigpature:

Subject:
Approval of an Amendment to the Elite Event Funding Guidelines

Department: Staff Member Responsible:
Convention and Visitors Bureau (CVB) D.T. Minich, Director

Recommended Action:

| RECOMMEND THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (BOARD) APPROVE THE AMENDMENT TO THE
ELITE EVENT FUNDING GUIDELINES AS ADOPTED BY THE TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL (TDC).

THE AMENDMENT PROVIDES FOR THE FOLLOWING:

1. THE EVENT ORGANIZER IS REQUIRED TO PROVIDE DOCUMENTATION SHOWING THE NUMBER OF
ATTENDEES AND THEIR STATUS AS EITHER A TICKET PURCHASE (“PAID”) OR A RECIPIENT OF A
COMPLIMENTARY TICKET (“DOCUMENTED”). THIS INFORMATION WILL ENABLE THE STAFF TO BETTER
DETERMINE THE BENEFIT OF THE EVENT AND RETURN ON INVESTMENT (ROI).

2. ENABLES ANNUAL EVENTS THAT ARE SCHEDULED AT THE END OF THE FISCAL YEAR OR THE
BEGINNING OF THE FOLLOWING FISCAL YEAR TO SUBMIT APPLICATIONS TOGETHER AND BE ELIGIBLE
FOR FUNDING FOR BOTH EVENTS. FOR EXAMPLE, IF A 2015 ELITE EVENT IS SCHEDULED FOR
OCTOBER 2 - 5, 2015 AND THE 2016 EVENT ON SEPTEMBER 27 - 30, 2016. EVEN THOUGH THE ANNUAL
EVENT OCCURS TWICE IN THE SAME FISCAL YEAR, THEY WOULD BE ELIGIBLE.

3. IN ORDER TO PROVIDE CONSISTENCY, ALL ELITE EVENTS UTILIZING COUNTY OWNED PROPERTY
SHALL ADHERE TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE SPECIAL EVENTS AND FACILITIES USE GUIDE PRESENTED
TO THE BOARD ON FEBRUARY 26, 2013.

Summary Explanation/Background:

On February 7, 2012, the BCC approved the Elite Event Funding Guidelines expanding the program to include two
categories of events, each with its own requirements and funding levels.

On January 9, 2013, the BCC approved an Amendment to Section 1V of the Guidelines to allow events held from
October 1 through December 31, to be reimbursed for marketing plan expenses incurred prior to the beginning of
the fiscal year, if expressly included in the Elite Event funding agreement.

On February 19, 2014, the TDC unanimously approved the Amendment to the Elite Event Funding Guidelines.
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Fiscal Impact/Cost/Revenue Summary:

Funding to support Elite Events is provided through the CVB's Annual Operating Budget. The source of funding is
the Tourist Development Tax.

Exhibits/Attachments Attached:

Elite Event Funding Guidelines (redline version)
Elite Event Funding Guidelines (clean version)
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ELITE EVENT FUNDING GUIDELINES

I. Background

Pinellas County collects a five-percent Tourist Development Tax (“Bed Tax™) on all
overnight tourism accommodations in the County. This tax is levied on customers of hotels,
motels, condominiums, campgrounds, apartments and private homes that rent accommodations
for less than six months in duration.

The Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners has developed a Tourist
Development Plan (“Plan”) to guide how these proceeds are spent. In addition to reserve funds,
contributions to debt service on Tropicana Field and spring training facilities in Clearwater and
Dunedin, and beach nourishment, Bed Taxes are spent on marketing Pinellas County as a
destination for leisure, business, conference, sports and film production travel. In support of
these tourism marketing efforts, the Plan at Section 118-32(a)(1)b., Pinellas County Code,
authorizes the expenditure of up to $2,000,000 annually for: (i) marketing special events and
programs; (ii) providing promotional or operating support for exhibits or programs provided by
museums owned and operated by not-for-profit organizations and open to the public; (iii)
providing promotional support for zoological parks that are owned and operated by not-for-profit
organizations and open to the public; and (iv) event and program sponsorships.

The Pinellas County Tourist Development Council (“TDC”) was established to make
recommendations on how best to spend Bed Tax proceeds, including proposing an annual budget
and funding for marketing and promotion activities related to special events.

One of the marketing programs operated by Visit St. Petersburg/Clearwater (“VSPC”) is
the Elite Event funding program for major events meeting the criteria to receive funding from
VSPC. These events generally have had at least 25,000 attendees generating substantial room
nights in Pinellas County, and are marketed to tourists outside of Pinellas County, thereby
generating a significant positive economic impact for Pinellas County. The sum of $600,000
was allocated for Elite Events in FY 11/12. Examples of events that have received Elite Event
funding in the past include the Honda Grand Prix of St. Petersburg, Outback Bowl, St.
Petersburg Bowl, Tampa Bay Rays, and the Transitions PGA Golf Tournament.

In addition to these Elite Events, the VSPC previously provided marketing funding for
Special Events (formerly known as New Product). This program was in place for many years,
but has not been funded since FY 08/09 because of budgetary constraints. The VSPC has also
provided marketing funding on an ad hoc basis for events, including the Clearwater Super Boat
National Championship and the Rock ‘n’ Roll Half Marathon of St. Petersburg (through the
Sports Commission), and the Outback Bowl Beach Days. Many of these events either generated
or are projected to generate significant attendance and/or room nights, although not necessarily at
the level of traditional Elite Events.

Expanding the Elite Event funding program to create two (2) categories of Elite Events as
provided in these Guidelines will maximize the economic benefits of the tourism marketing
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