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Consent Agenda D Regular Agenda D Public Hearing [.2(' 

County Administrator's Signatur 

Subject: 

Ordinance Amending Sections 2-62, 2-161, 2-162, 2-176, 2-177 and 2-189 of the Pinellas County Code Relating to 
Purchasing; Elimination of Board of County Commissioner Approval Process for Ranking Vendors in Competitive 
Procurements. 

Department: Staff Member Responsible: 

Office of County Attorney I Purchasing Dennis Long I Joe Lauro 

Recommended Action: 

I RECOMMEND THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (BOARD): A) CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING 
AND APPROVE ORDINANCES AMENDING SECTIONS 2-62, 2-161, 2-162, 2-176, 2-177 AND 2-189 OF THE 
PINELLAS COUNTY CODE RELATING TO PURCHASING; AND B) APPROVE ELIMINATING THE BOARD 
APPROVAL OF VENDOR RANKINGS FOR COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENTS. 

Summary Explanation/Background: 

On January 28, 2014, the Board approved authority to advertise for a public hearing the attached proposed 
ordinances amending sections 2-62, 2-161, 2-162, 2-176, 2-177 and 2-189 of the Pinellas County Code relating to 
the purchasing and contracting process. The recommendation to amend the County Code in an effort to improve 
County contracting processes is a result of the work of the Contract Administration Review Team (CART), which 
was established and started meeting in December 2012. 

The goals of CART include improving efficiencies in the contract administration process while maintaining internal 
controls and accountability for both staff and parties that contract with the County. The deliverables supporting this 
effort include establishing enterprise contract administration guiding principles; revising ordinances, policies and 
procedures to increase efficiencies; creating a contract administration manual; and establishing a staff training 
program. 

On October 29, 2013, Dennis Long and Joe Lauro provided recommendations to the Board on behalf of CART 
pertaining to proposed improvements to the purchasing and contract administration process. Most of the 
recommendations were positively received; some recommendations were modified based upon Board input and 
comment. The Board subsequently agreed to advertise for public hearing on January 28, 2014, the following 
recommended modifications to County Code to effect efficiencies in the contracting process: 

1. Section 2-62 - (Approval Authority)- Enables the County Administrator to approve change orders 
not exceeding 10% of the amount awarded by the Board or $250,000, whichever is less. This 
modification will greatly expedite contract closeouts and provide improved efficiency to many 
contract change orders that now require Board approval. In addition, other sub-sections of Section 
2-62 have been modified to update language reflecting current business process. While Section 
2-62(a)(6) has been amended to eliminate the requirement that all contracts/instruments be filed 
with the Clerk in anticipation of the establishment of an electronic contracts repository and 
automated agenda process, no changes will be made to the current process related to filings with 
the Clerk's office until those systems are implemented. 
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2. Section 2-161 - (Bidder Suspension and Debarment) - This entire section of Code has been 
substantially revised to allow for suspensions of vendors by the Purchasing Director so that non­
performing firms may be penalized for poor performance in a more expedient and effective manner. 
Suspensions shall be based on documented contracting issues such as breach of contract, vendor 
misrepresentation, criminal offense, fraud and conviction of a public entity crime. 

3. Section 2-162 - (Protest Procedure) - Clarifies sections of the current protest policy which were 
open to interpretation such as the window of opportunity for protest and which portions of 
competitive processes that can be protested. 

4. Section 2-176- (Competitive Sealed Bidding)- Clarifies the authority of the County Administrator 
to reject all bids or portions of bids. 

5. Section 2-177 - (Competitive Sealed Proposals) - Clarifies the authority of the County 
Administrator to reject all proposals or portions of proposals. 

6. Section 2-189- (Lobbying)- Adds "advisory board members" to lobbying code and further updates 
language in this section of code. 

While not required by the Purchasing Code, the Board has historically approved the rankings of firms, authorized 
staff to negotiate a contract and return to the Board for approval of the negotiated contract as part of the Request 
for Proposal (RFP) process. This process conservatively adds four to six weeks to the contracting process. CART 
recommends the elimination of this process for all contracts (including Consultant Competitive Negotiation Act) 
except for: a) operating agreements for the Waste to Energy Plant; b) Emergency Medical Services Transport; c) 
other contracts as necessary or required. This improvement to the contracting process will greatly expedite 
competitive RFP's while also maintaining essential internal controls to ensure the Board is considering the approval 
of contracts with firms that are qualified and responsible. 

In addition to the revisions to County Code and vendor ranking recommendation, CART also recommends revising 
several long-standing procedures which are not codified, but have a direct impact to County Contracting processes. 
These procedural modifications set out in 1 and 2 below do not require action by the Board; however, this 
information has been provided to the Board to inform of positive internal changes which will ultimately provide 
goods and services more efficiently to the residents of Pinellas County: 

1. Contract Review - CART updated the contract review process identifying contracts and 
amendments that are no longer subject to the contract review process. This modification of 
procedure eliminates steps in the process, eliminates redundant reviews and greatly simplifies the 
entire contracting process. In unison, another County team is working to develop a scope of work 
to purchase agenda automation software which will include automated contract review. The 
combination of automation and revision to the contract review procedure will affect substantial time 
savings in the contracting process as compared to current procedure. 

2. Master Contracts- CART, in conjunction with the Office of the County Attorney, has drafted master 
bid/RFP boilerplates and agreements which contain standard terms and conditions eliminating 
redundancy and inconsistency from current agreement and bid/RFP boiler plates. This 
improvement will greatly reduce negotiation time, provides for a more concise contracting process 
and more importantly is the "driver" behind the recommendation to revise the contract review 
process. With consistent agreement bid/RFP boilerplates, the need for contract review has been 
greatly reduced and in some instances, is no longer necessary. 

The recommendations reflected above are an accumulation of many hours of dedicated work by the cross 
organizational CART team. This is the beginning of process improvement by CART, a team which is currently 
active to provide future recommendations and improvements to the County contracting process. 

Fiscal Impact/Cost/Revenue Summary: 

N/A 

Exhibits/Attachments Attached: 

Proposed Ordinances (Biackline and Final) 
List of CART Members 
Memo Regarding Firm Ranking 
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ORDINANCE NO. 14-__ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF PINELLAS AMENDING CHAPTER 2. 

ARTICLE V OF THE PINELLAS COUNTY CODE ("CODE") RELATING TO 

COMPETITIVE PURCHASES; AMENDING SECTION 2-161 OF THE CODE 

RELATING TO THE INTEGRITY OF PUBLIC CONTRACTING, SUSPENSION 

AND DEBARMENT OF VENDORS; AMENDING SECTION 2-162 OF THE 

CODE RELATING TO THE PROTEST PROCEDURE; AMENDING SECTION 

2-] 76(g) OF THE CODE RELATING TO REJECTION OF Bros; ADDING 

SECTION 2-177(g) OF THE CODE RELATING TO REJECTION OF 

PROPOSALS; AMENDING SECTION 2-189 RELATING TO LOBBYING 

DURING COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT PROCESS; PROVIDING FOR 

CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR FILING; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 

DATE. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PINELLAS 
COUNTY in a meeting duly assembled this day of 2014, that: 

Section 1. Section 2-16l(b) of the Pinellas County Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 2-161. Hiddet· qualifications and prequalifications; suspension and debarment. 

(b) Integrity of public contracting; purchasing authority to suspend or debar. Maintaining the 
integrity of the public contracting and purchasing process is vital and a matter of great public interest. 
Selecting and contracting with highly qualified persons or entities ("vendors") that engage in ethical 
and responsible business practices protects the public and supports the integrity of the public 
contracting and procurement process. Because the opportunity to participate in competitive 
procurements or to supply goods or services to the county is a privilege, not a right, this privilege 
should be denied to persons or entities that engage or are involved in activities or actions as described 
herein that adversely impact the quality of goods and services provided to the county for the benefit 
of the public. In those instances, it is in the best interests of the public to disqualify vendors by 
suspension or debarment from inclusion on future vendor lists or from consideration for award of 
new contracts, work, or any work assignments on existing contracts, based upon documentation that 
the grounds for suspension or debarment as provided herein exist. 

(I) Suspension. A vendor shall be suspended for a period of two (2) years or until the 
conditions described herein have been rectified or resolved, whichever occurs first, as 
determined by the purchasing director based upon the following: 
a. The county has formally declared the vendor in breach of a contract that has 

resulted in the termination ofthe contract by the county for failure to comply 
with the conditions, specifications or terms of a contract with the county; or 

b. The county has formally disqualified or declared a vendor's bid, quotation, or 
proposal nonresponsive, based on the vendor's fraud or misrepresentation; or 

c. The vendor is charged by a court of competent jurisdiction with the 
commission of a criminal offense as an incident to obtaining or attempting to 
obtain a public or private contract or subcontract or in the performance of 
such contract or subcontract; or is charged by a court of competent 
jurisdiction with the following: embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, fraud, 
falsification or destruction of records, receiving stolen property, or any other 
offense indicating a lack of business integrity or business honesty which 



currently, seriously and directly affects responsibility as a county government 
contractor; or 

d. The vendor becomes insolvent, has proceedings in bankruptcy instituted 
against it, or has a receiver or trustee appointed over its property; or 

e. The vendor has three or more violations of the code as defined in section 1-8 
of the code in any two-year period arising from or related to vendor's 
business activities, as determined in a court or administrative proceeding, 
including by plea; or 

f. The vendor and the county are engage in adversarial proceedings (i.e., court 
proceedings, arbitration, or administrative proceeding) arising from or related 
to the vendor's performance of a contract with the county; or 

g. The vendor is suspended by another government entity. 

(2) Debarment. A vendor shall be permanently debarred by the purchasing director 
based on the following: 
a. The county obtains a judgment in an adversarial proceeding between the 

county and the vendor (i.e. court proceeding, arbitration, or administrative 
proceeding) arising from the vendor's performance of a contract with the 
county which remains unsatisfied for a period of 30 days from the expiration 
of any appeal period or final resolution of any appeal; or 

b. Vendor conviction by or judgment obtained in a court of competent 
jurisdiction for commission of those offenses in connection with the vendor's 
business activities stated in subsection (b)(l)c above. 

c. Vendor is debarred by another government entity. 

(3) Public entity crime. Notwithstanding any other provision herein, any vendor who has 
been convicted of a public entity crime as defined by §287.133, Florida Statutes, shall 
not be able to transact business with the county to the extent as specified in the 
statute. 

(4) Decision. The purchasing director shall issue a written notification to suspend or 
debar based on documentation of the existence of one or more of the conditions 
described herein. The suspension or debarment shall take effect as of the date of the 
notification. The notification shall state the basis for the action taken and the period 
of the suspension, or that the vendor has been debarred. Prior to issuance of written 
notification, the purchasing director may schedule an informational meeting with the 
vendor to review the documentation supporting the suspension or debarment. The 
only issue that shall be considered at the informational meeting is whether the 
condition giving rise to the suspension or debarment has occurred or taken place. 

(5) Effects of suspension and debarment. 
a. Suspended or debarred vendors are excluded from rece1vmg any new 

contracts, awards or otherwise providing new goods or additional services 
during the period of suspension or during debarment; from having any bids, 
proposals, quotations or qualifications considered by the county or 
responding to other solicitations of the county; and from conducting business 
with the county as a subcontractor, representative, or joint venturer of other 
vendors. For the purposes of this subsection (S)a, "new goods or additional 
services" does not include goods or services provided by the vendor pursuant 
to a contract, purchase order or work assignment in effect as of the date of 
suspension. 



b. Any business entity controlled by or atliliated with any vendor ineligible for 
new business pursuant to subsection (5)a may also be prohibited from 
contracting with the county if the relationship or affiliation is such that the 
person or business entity by reason of the relationship with the ineligible 
person or entity could directly benefit from the contract. Such factors as 
ownership interest, one or more members of the board of officials in 
common, control of one entity by the other, interlocking or shared 
management or principals, and limited management and ownership among 
family members, shall be considered in determining ineligibility under this 
section ofthis article. 

(6) Reinstatement. After suspension or debarment, a vendor is not eligible to contract or 
be awarded work with Pinellas County until reinstated by the purchasing director. 
The vendor must supply information and reasonable documentation indicating that 
the conditions causing the suspension or debarment have been rectified or resolved. 
If the charges referenced in subsection (b)(l)c are dismissed or the vendor is found 
not guilty, the suspension shall be lifted automatically upon written notification and 
proof of final court disposition provided by the vendor to the county. If the 
conviction or judgment referenced in subsection (b)(2)b is reversed through the 
appellate process, the debarment shall be removed immediately upon written 
notification and proof of final court disposition from the vendor to the county. As a 
condition of reinstatement, and with approval of the county administrator, the 
purchasing director may limit the nature and scope of contractual undertakings that 
must be satisfactorily completed before seeking additional contracts from the county. 
Nothing herein prevents the county from granting reinstatement prior to the end of 
the suspension period or debarment where, in the purchasing director's judgment, the 
county's interests have been addressed and the vendor to be reinstated is not likely to 
engage in similar conduct again. 

Section 2. Section 2-162 of the Pinellas County Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 2-162. Protest procedure. 

(a) Right to protest. Any prospective bidder or proposer who is aggrieved by the contents of 
the bid or proposal package, or any bidder or proposer who is aggrieved in connection with the 
recommended award on a bid or proposal solicitation, may file a written protest to the director of 
purchasing as provided herein. This right to protest is strictly limited to those procurements of goods 
or services solicitated through invitations to bid or requests for proposals, including solicitations 
pursuant to § 287.055, Florida Statutes, the "Consultants' Competitive Negotiation Act." No other 
actions or recommendations in connection with a solicitation can be protested, including: (i) requests 
for quotations or requests for qualifications; (ii) rejection of some, all or parts of bids or proposals; 
(iii) disqualification of bidders or proposers as non-responsive or nonresponsible; or (iv) 
recommended awards less than the mandatory bid or proposal amount. Protests failing to comply 
with the provisions ofthis section 2-162 shall not be reviewed. 

(b) Posting. The purchasing department shall post the recommended award on the 
departmental website no less than five (5) full business days after the decision to recommend the 
award is made. 

(c) Requirements to protest. 



(1) If the protest relates to the content of the bid/proposal package, a formal written 
protest must be filed no later than 5:00 p.m. on the fifth full business day after 
issuance of the bid/proposal package. 

(2) Ifthe protest relates to the recommended award of a bid or proposal, a formal written 
protest must be filed no later than 5:00 p.m., on the fifth full business day after 
posting of the award recommendation. 

(3) The formal written protest shall identify the protesting party and the solicitation 
involved; include a statement of the grounds on which the protest is based; refer to 
the statutes, laws, ordinances or other legal authorities which the protesting party 
deems applicable to such grounds; and specifically request the relief to which the 
protesting party deems itself entitled by application of such authorities to such 
grounds. 

( 4) A formal written protest is considered filed with the county when the purchasing 
department receives it. Accordingly, a protest is not timely filed unless it is received 
within the time specified above by the purchasing department. Failure to file a formal 
written protest within the time period specified shall constitute a waiver of the right 
to protest and result in relinquishment of all rights to protest by the bidder/proposer. 

(d) Rights of interested parties. Bidders or proposers, other than the protestor, which would be 
directly affected by the favorable resolution of a protest relating to a recommended award, shall have 
the right to provide written documentation related to the protested solicitation. Said interested parties 
shall be solely responsible for determining whether a protest has been filed. Any documentation 
submitted by an interested party must be filed with the director of purchasing no later than 5:00p.m. 
on the fifth full business day after the purchasing department posts notification that a protest has been 
filed. Any interested party submitting documentation shall bear all costs, including legal 
representation, relating to the submission. 

(e) Sole remedy. These procedures shall be the sole remedy for challenging the content of the 
bid or proposal package or the recommended award. 

(f) Lobbying. Protestors, and interested parties as defined subsection (d), and anyone acting 
on their behalf, are prohibited from attempts to influence, persuade, or promote a bid or proposal 
protest through any other channels or means, and contacting any Pinellas County official, employee, 
advisory board member, or representative to discuss any matter relating in any way to the solicitation 
being protested, other than the purchasing department's or county attorney's office employees. The 
prohibitions provided for herein shall begin with the filing of the protest and end upon the final 
disposition of the protest; provided however, at all times protestors shall be subject to the 
procurement lobbying prohibitions in section 2-189 of this code. Failure to adhere to the prohibitions 
herein shall result in the rejection of the protest without further consideration. 

(g) Time limits. The time limits in which protests must be filed as specified herein may be 
altered by specific provisions in the bid/request for proposal. 

(h) Authority to resolve. The director of purchasing shall resolve the protest in accordance with 
the documentation and applicable legal authorities and shall issue a written decision to the protestor 
no later than 5:00p.m. on the tenth full business day after the filing thereof. 

(i) Review of purchasing director's decision. 
(1) The protesting party may request a review of the purchasing director's decision to the 

county administrator by delivering written request for review of the decision to the 
director of purchasing by 5:00 p.m. on the fifth full business day after the date of the 



written decision. The written notice shall include any materials, statements, and 
arguments which the bidder/proposer deems relevant to the issues raised in the 
request to review the decision of the purchasing director. 

(2) The county administrator shall issue a decision in writing stating the reason for the 
action with a copy furnished to the protesting party no later than 5:00p.m., on the 
seventh full business day after receipt of the request for review. The decision shall be 
final and conclusive as to the county unless a party commences action in a court of 
competent jurisdiction. 

(j) Stay of procurement during protests. There shall be no stay of procurement during protests. 

Section 3. Section 2-l76(g) of the Pinellas County Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 2-176. Competitive sealed bidding. 

(g) Rejection of bids. The respective constitutional officer, county administrator on behalf of 
the board of county commissioners or within his/her delegated financial approval authority, or 
director of purchasing within his/her delegated financial approval authority shall have the authority, 
when the public interest will be served thereby, to reject all bids or parts of bids at any stage of the 
procurement process through the award of a contract. 

Section 4. Section 2-177 of the Pinellas County Code is hereby amended by adding subsection 
(g) to read as follows: 

Section 2-177. Competitive sealed proposals. 

(g) Rejection of proposals. The respective constitutional officer, county administrator on 
behalf of the board of county commissioners or within his/her delegated financial approval authority, 
or director of purchasing within his/her delegated financial approval authority shall have the 
authority, when the public interest will be served thereby, to reject all or any parts of proposals at any 
stage of the procurement process through the award of a contract. 

Section 5. Section 2-189 ofthe Pinellas County Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 2-189. Lobbying. 

Lobbying shall be prohibited on all county competitive selection processes and purchasing 
contract awards pursuant to this division, including, but not limited to, requests for proposals, 
requests for quotations, requests for qualifications, bids or the award of purchasing contracts of any 
type. The purpose of this prohibition is to protect the integrity of the procurement process by 
shielding it from undue influences prior to the contract award, or the competitive selection process is 
otherwise concluded. However, nothing herein shall prohibit a prospective bidder/proposer/protestor 
from contacting the purchasing department or the county attorney's office to address situations such 
as clarification and/or pose questions related to the procurement process. 

Lobbying of evaluation committee members, county government employees, elected/appointed 
officials, or advisory board members regarding requests for proposals, requests for quotations, 
requests for qualifications, bids, or purchasing contracts, by the bidder/proposer, any member of the 
bidder's/proposer's staff, any agent or representative of the bidder/proposer, or any person employed 
by any legal entity affiliated with or representing a bidder/proposer/protestor, is strictly prohibited 
from the date of the advertisement, or on a date otherwise established by the board of county 



commiSSioners, until either an award is final, or the competitive selection process is otherwise 
concluded. Any lobbying activities in violation of this section by or on behalf of a bidder/proposer 
shall result in the disqualification or rejection of the proposal, quotation, statement of qualification, 
bid or contract. 

For purposes of this provision, lobbying shall mean influencing or attempting to influence action 
or non-action, and/or attempting to obtain the goodwill of persons specified herein relating to the 
selection, ranking, or contract award in connection with any request for proposal, request for 
quotation, request for qualification, bid or purchasing contract through direct or indirect oral or 
written communication. The final award of a purchasing contract shall be the effective date of the 
purchasing contract. 

Any evaluation committee member, county government employee, elected/appointed official, or 
advisory board member who has been lobbied shall immediately report the lobbying activity to the 
director of purchasing. 

Section 6. Severability. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this Ordinance is for any reason 
held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not be 
construed to render the remaining provisions of this Ordinance invalid or unconstitutional. 

Section 7. Codification. 

The provisions of this Ordinance hall be included and incorporated in the Pinellas County Code as an 
addition thereto, and shall be appropriately numbered to conform to the uniform system of the Code. 

Section 8. Filing of Ordinance; Effective Date. 

Pursuant to Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this Ordinance shall be filed with the Department of 
State by the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners within ten (1 0) days after the enactment by 
the Board of County Commissioners. This Ordinance shall take effect upon filing of the Ordinance 
with the Department of State. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 

By:~Q~~/-
""" Office of the Ctl Attorney 



ORDINANCE N0.14-__ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF PINELLAS AMENDING CHAPTER 2, 
ARTICLE V OF THE PINELLAS COUNTY CODE ("CODE") RELATING TO 

COMPETITIVE PURCHASES; AMENDING SECTION 2-161 OF THE CODE 

RELATING TO THE INTEGRITY OF PUBLIC CONTRACTING, SUSPENSION 

AND DEBARMENT OF VENDORS; AMENDING SECTION 2-162 OF THE 

CODE RELATING TO THE PROTEST PROCEDURE; AMENDING SECTION 
2-176(g) OF THE CODE RELATING TO REJECTION OF BIDS; ADDING 
SECTION 2-177(g) OF THE CODE RELATING TO REJECTION OF 

PROPOSALS; AMENDING SECTION 2-189 RELATING TO LOBBYING 

DURING COMPETITIVE PROCUREMENT PROCESS; PROVIDING FOR 
CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR FILING; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF PINELLAS 
COUNTY in a meeting duly assembled this day of 2014, that: 

Section 1. Section 2-161(b) ofthe Pinellas County Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 2-161. Bidder qualifications and prequalifications; suspension and debarment. 

(b) Integrity o(public contracting.· purchasing authority to suspend or debar. Maintaining the 
integrity of the public contracting and purchasing process is vital and a matter of great public interest. 
Selecting and contracting with highly qualified persons or entities ("vendors") that engage in ethical 
and responsible business practices protects the public and supports the integrity of the public 
contracting and procurement process. Because the opportunity to participate in competitive 
procurements or to supply goods or services to the county is a privilege, not a right, this privilege 
should be denied to persons or entities that engage or are involved in activities or actions as described 
herein that adversely impact the quality of goods and services provided to the county for the benefit 
of the public. In those instances. it is in the best interests of the public to disqualify vendors by 
suspension or debarment from inclusion on future vendor lists or from consideration for award of 
new contracts. work. or any work assignments on existing contracts, based upon documentation that 
the grounds for sus.pension or debarment as provided herein exist. 

(1) Suspension. A vendor shall be sus,pended for a period of two (2) years or until the 
conditions described herein have been rectified or resolved. whichever occurs first, as 
determined by the purchasing director based upon the following: 
a. The countv has formally declared the vendor in breach of a contract that has 

resulted in the termination of the contract by the county for failure to comply 
with the conditions, specifications or terms of a contract with the county: or 

b. The county has formally disqualified or declared a vendor's bid, quotation. or 
proposal nonresponsive. based on the vendor's fraud or misrepresentation: or 

c. The vendor is charged by a court of competent jurisdiction with the 
commission of a criminal offense as an incident to obtaining or attempting to 
obtain a public or private contract or subcontract or in the performance of 
such contract or subcontract; or is charged by a court of competent 
jurisdiction with the following: embezzlement, theft. forgery. bribezy, fraud, 
falsification or destruction of records. receiving stolen property, or any other 
offense indicating a lack of business integrity or business honesty which 



currently. seriously and directly affects responsibility as a county government 
contractor; or 

d. The vendor becomes insolvent. has proceedings in bankruptcy instituted 
against it, or has a receiver or trustee appointed over its property; or 

e. The vendor has three or more violations of the code as defined in section 1-8 
of the code in any two-year period arising from or related to vendor's 
business activities. as determined in a cowt or administrative proceeding. 
including by plea; or 

f. The vendor and the county are engage in adversarial proceedings (i.e .. court 
proceedings. arbitration, or administrative proceeding) arising from or related 
to the vendor's performance of a contract with the county; or 

g. The vendor is suspended by another government entity. 

(2) Debarment. A vendor shall be permanently debarred by the purchasing director 
based on the following: 
a. The county obtains a judgment in an adversarial proceeding between the 

county and the vendor (i.e. court proceeding, arbitration. or administrative 
proceeding) arising from the vendor's performance of a contract with the 
county which remains unsatisfied for a period of 30 days from the expiration 
of any appeal period or final resolution of any appeal; or 

b. Vendor conviction by or judgment obtained in a court of competent 
jurisdiction for commission of those offenses in connection with the vendor's 
business activities stated in subsection (b)(l)c above. 

c. Vendor is debarred by another government entity. 

(3) Public entity crime. Notwithstanding any other provision herein, any vendor who has 
been convicted of a public entity crime as defmed by §287 .133. Florida Statutes, shall 
not be able to transact business with the county to the extent as mecified in the 
statute. 

(4) Decision. The purchasing director shall issue a written notification to suspend or 
debar based on documentation of the existence of one or more of the conditions 
described herein. The suspension or debarment shall take effect as of the date of the 
notification. The notification shall state the basis for the action taken and the period 
of the suspension, or that the vendor has been debarred. Prior to issuance of written 
notification. the purchasing director may schedule an informational meeting with the 
vendor to review the documentation supporting the suspension or debarment. The 
only issue that shall be considered at the informational meeting is whether the 
condition giving rise to the suspension or debarment has occurred or taken place. 

(5) Effects of suspension and debarment. 
a. Suspended or debarred vendors are excluded from recetvmg any new 

contracts, awards or otherwise providing new goods or additional services 
during the period of suspension or during debarment; from having any bids, 
proposals. quotations or qualifications considered by the county or 
responding to other solicitations of the county; and from conducting business 
with the countv as a subcontractor, representative. or joint venturer of other 
vendors. For the purposes of this subsection (5)a, "new goods or additional 
services" does not include goods or services provided by the vendor pursuant 
to a contract, purchase order or work assignment in effect as of the date of 
sumension. 



b. Any business entity controlled by or affiliated with any vendor ineligible for 
new business pursuant to subsection (5)a may also be prohibited from 
contracting with the county if the relationship or affiliation is such that the 
person or business entity by reason of the relationship with the ineligible 
person or entity could directly benefit from the contract. Such factors as 
ownership interest, one or more members of the board of officials in 
common, control of one entity by the other, interlocking or shared 
management or principals. and limited management and ownership among 
family members. shall be considered in determining ineligibility under this 
section of this article. 

(6) Reinstatement. After sumension or debarment, a vendor is not eligible to contract or 
be awarded work with Pinellas County until reinstated by the purchasing director. 
The vendor must supply information and reasonable documentation indicating that 
the conditions causing the suspension or debarment have been rectified or resolved. 
If the charges referenced in subsection (b)(l)c are dismissed or the vendor is found 
not guilty, the suspension shall be lifted automatically uoon written notification and 
proof of final court dimosition provided by the vendor to the county. If the 
conviction or judgment referenced in subsection (b)(2)b is reversed through the 
appellate process, the debarment shall be removed immediately upon written 
notification and proof of final court dimosition from the vendor to the county. As a 
condition of reinstatement. and with approval of the county administrator, the 
purchasing director may limit the nature and scope of contractual undertakings that 
must be satisfactorily completed before seeking additional contracts from the county. 
Nothing herein prevents the county from granting reinstatement prior to the end of 
the suspension period or debarment where, in the purchasing director's judgment, the 
county's interests have been addressed and the vendor to be reinstated is not likely to 
engage in similar conduct again. 

(9) Dehtwwtent. 
(1) Atrpese. The ee'I:Hlty shall selieit offeFS Hem, &'Na-Fd eoatmets to Emd eon seat to 

sHbeo&traets with FeSJ'OBsi:ele eoBtfaetofS only. To effeemate this poliey the debamteat of 
eoetmeters fi'om eoWlty Ylork may be l:IBElertakea. The serieHs &atl:lre of deaarmeBt Fe quires 
that ~s saaetioo be impesea oaly v.'hea it is iR the pHblie iaterest for the eol:l:Bty's 
proteetioa, and aot for the pwpeses of pHnislmieHt. DeaarmeHt shall be imposed if.t 
aeeel'tiaaee with the proeethues eoatamed iB this seetioa Deearment is iBteBded as a 
remeay ia additiea to, and aet iB Slibstitatioa ot: the e>laluatioa of the reSJ'eBSibi:lity of 
eoHaty bidders and eolltfaetors, Emd the fejeetioo or termi&atioa of e&a:Bty bidders and 
eoatraetOFS based ea f:iadiags ef aoa respoasibility ea a ease by ease basis. 

(2) DefinitifJM. 
a. GMI f~:~dgment means a jHdgmeHt or f:iadiag of a oivil affease by aay ee\lrt of 

eompeteHt jtirlsdietiea. 
e. CeHiffletfJ,. meaRs aay iadiYidHal ar ether legal eHtit;y that: 

I. Difeetly or indireetly (e.g., th:I=oogh an affiliate), sl:llmHts offers for ef is awB:fEleEl, 
er Feasonably may be eJ~eeted te S\lbmit effers for or be ay,rarded, a eoonty 
eootmet for eaBstr\letioa Of fur proe\lfement of goads or serviees, iBekiEling 
professieaal sef\riees; or 

2. Coaffi:!ots btlsiaess, Of fe8SOHably may be eKpeetea to eOBflaet oosmess, with the 
6&\:lftty as aa agent, s\lfeey, repieseatati•,re er S\lbeoatr&etor efaaeEher eeetmetor. 



3. Fer the purposes ef this seetien, the teffils "·;eaaer" and "eeasultaat" :have the 
sltffte meamag as "eefltftieter." "SaeeeflSU:ltaat" lias t1te same meaaffig as 
"sabeefltfaeter." 

e. C9nvietien meaas a jlldgmeat er eeavietiea ef a erimiual effease, be it a feleay er 
miseemeaaer, by 8:Il:Y eelil't ef eempeteat jarisdietien, whether eatered Hf3eB a •• ,erdiet 
era plea, aB:d iBeludes a eeiWietiea eatered upea a: plea efaele eeateaaere. 

a . Deht~Fment meaRS aetiea takeR by the aebarmeRt eeHlft'littee te eKemae a OOfttraeter 
&em eo\:Hlty eeBtraetiag and eeuaty appHwed subeefltfaetiag fer a reas9fl.ftble, 
speeifiea perioa as previeea below; a eeatraeter so eKelllded is aebamla. 

e. Dehtiffltent eemmittee meaas a gr91:!p ef at least three membeFS but ae more tlian fi>;e 
membel'S GOIB.J'OSed ofe9H:Bty empleyees ofv.rhieh eae memher sltallbe tlte purehasiag 
Sireetor er his/her desigaee aa6 assistant eeliftty aamimst:mter affeeted by the eeatraet 
er ltis/her aesigaee. At the aiseretiea of tlte eemmittee, a member frem private ifi:Ellistry 
yfith speeialii3atioa iB a partielilar field ef eKpertise may be asketi te joiB the 
eommittee. This member shall aet be a e~eet er iBeireet eempetiter ef the firm ia 
questiea. All aebarmeat eemmittee members appoiated te a speeifie debftfffleat 
eemmittee &Fe proltibitee &em ha·ABg aay eoHli'B:l:JBieatiOB: with tmy of tlte parties 
ilWOi'red in the speeifie debiH"fH:eB:t, or tlteir Fef>FeSeB:tati¥es. Vielatioa ef this peliey 
eould leae te termiaatioa. 

f. lndie#nent meaas iBdietmeflt fer a erimiBal effease. An ia.fermatiea er e~er filiBg by 
eempeteat alitltority ehargiBg a erimiBal effease shall be gR't!fl tlte same effeet as aa 
iaeietmeat. 

g. LegalpFeeeeding meaas aay eiYil jl:idieial preeeemag te whieh the eeuaty is a party er 
any erimiflal preeeediag. Tlte term iaeluaes appeaJs &em sueh preeeeai&gs. 

h. List of debaf'I"C61 eentMeteFs me&BS a list eempiled, maiBtainee ana eistriblited by the 
pmehasiag departmeBt; eeataiaiag the aemes of eeBtraeters aebllfl'ed anaer the 
preeedliFes efthis seetiea. 

i. PFependeFtmec &j the e·;idenee me&BS preef by iafurmatiea t.ftat, eompared ·.vith that 
oppesing it, leads to t1te eoB.elusiea that the faet at issue is mere prebably trae thaa aet. 

(3) List efthhsR"ed eentffleffiFs. 
a. The OOl:lflty's p~iag departmeat shall: 

1. Cempile aaa maiatain a e't:ln:eat, eeaso:lieated list ef all eoatraeters debarred by 
e91:iflty aepartmeats. St:1eh list shall be paelie reeefd aad lfvailable fer publie 
iBSfJeetieB: ana dissemiaatien; 

2. Periedieally reliSe aaa Sistribute t1te list and issue S1:if3plemeats, if aeeessary er 
l:lfleB F8E~Qest, te all aepartmeats, te the effiee ef the eeliflty aemiflistJ:ater, aael te 
the beard ef eeuaty eemmissieaers; 

3. Ia aeeeFdaaee with :intemal reteatiea pelieies aad preeedliFt!s, maiataia reeefds 
relatiag te eaeh debamteB:t; 

4. Est&elish preeedlift!s te pre>Aae fer the effeetiw liSe ef t1te list, iaeludiag iatemal 
distributiea thereof, to eRSl:lre that departmeatS de BOt selieit bids/prepesals frem, 
award eeBtraets te, er saeeeatraet with eeBtraeters oa the list; 

5. Respeaa te iaqumes eeaeemiag listed eeatraeters aBEl eoordiaate sueh respeases 
v;ith the departmeat that reeemmeaeed the aetien. 

b. The list s1tall iaelaee: 
1. The aames aad addresses ef all: eeatraetol'S debarred; iB alphabetieal erEier; 
2. The same efthe aepartmeat reeemmeaSiag iaitiatiOB: efthe aebarmeat aetioa; 
3. The eause fur the debarment aeties; 
4. The effeet of the Elebarmeat aetiea; 
5. The termination date fer eaeh Iistiag; 



a. The B:8:Rie aad telepheae aameer ef the peiBt of eeataet in the Elepartment 
reeommeadiag the deeaFHI:eat aetioa. 

(4) Eifeets ef deeeFI'Itent. Deeft!"Fed eoBtraeters are e*elaaea ifem Feeeiviag eoatraets, aae 
departmeats shall aot solieit offers ifem, awaftl eoatl'aets to, Of eoaseat to saeeoatl'aets with 
these eoatraetePS, \Hlless the effi:Hity administrator or his/her desigeee detefl'B:iB:es that an 
emergeney eJcists jastifymg saeh aetioa aBEl grants approval fer saeh aetioa. Deearretl 
eefttl:aetoPS are also eK-ehtded item eoa41:letiag eHBiaess with the eoU:B:ty as ageats, 
repFeseBtath.res, s\!Beoatmetors or partaers of other eofttl:aators. 

(5) CBntint:tatiBH 8/et:ti'Feltt etmtFaets. 
a. Commeaeing oa the effeethre date of the orSiaaaee ifem wffieh this seetioa Eleri .. 'es, all 

proposed eel:lBty eoatl'aets fer eoastrl:letie;a, or fer proetH'emeat of goods aad ser¥iees, 
ineladiag professioaal serviees, shall ineorporate this seetien and speeify that 
deearmeat may eonstitate groan$ fer termiaation ef any existing eOl:lBty eontraet. 

e. The deeaFHI:OBt shall take effeet in aeeordaaee ·;.rith the aotiee provided ey the eoaaty 
administratOf plii'Sl:l8:1lt to saBS66HOB eelow, O*eept that if a ~Br.JBeftt eoatiBQeS 
eoatraets or saeeoatraets ia existeaee at the time the eeatraetor was deeB:FFed, the 
deelHment period shall eoHlHI:eaee l:lflOR the eoaelasioR of the eestraet; aad in the 
iaterim the Eleearred eoatraetor shall Ret eater mto any 60\:lB:ty softtl:Qets. 

e. Departmeats may set reB:&".Y or othefwise eJ~teae the daratioa of 6lif'F8Bt eeatraets, or 
eoaseat to s\!BeoBtraets with: Eleearred eea:traeters, lHlless the eooaty admi:aistrator Of 
his/her desigaee determines that aa: emergeaey exists jHStifyiB:g the reaewal or 
exteBSioa or fer 811 appro"tred 81Heasio11 dae to delay er time e1R811Sioa fur reaseas 
eeyend the eoatraetOfS eoatrol. Cempletioa of e\:ll"FeBt eoBtfaets sheti:ld he permissiele 
lHlless otherwise prohieited ey the eOU:B:ty administrator. 

(a) Resift'ietiBns en st:tbeBniMeting. 
a. '.vhea a deeaFFed eontraetor is proposed as a saeeoRtraetor fur aay SH9eoatraet saBjeet 

to sol:Hlty approval, the departmeBt shall BOt eeaseat to saeeeBtraets with: saeh 
OOBtraetOFS HBless the 60Hllty administrator Of his/her Eiesigaee aetefffliB:eS that aR 

emergeaey exists jastifyiag saeh eonsent aad appro•.res saeh deeision. 
b. The eol:lBty shall ROt ee resp91l5iele fur IHlY iROreases in pi'ojeet eosts or other eKpeases 

iaeHffed ey a eoatraetor as a resalt ofrejeetioB ofproposea s\!BeeBtfaetors pl:lrst:~aB:t to 
s\!BseetieB ((j)a. MO'IO, pro·;idea the s\!BeeBtraeter WftS deearred prior to aid OfleBlag er 
opening ofprofJosals. 

(7) Deearme:nt. 
a. The deearment eommittee may, in the puelie iBterest, deear a eea:traetor fer 811Y ef the 

eaases listed iB this seetieft, asiag the preeetlares oatlffiee eel ow. The Mistefl6e of a 
eaase fur Eleearmea:t, howe-..rer, does a:et aeeessarily re(jHire that the eOBtraeter he 
deeat'f'ed; the serieHSB:ess of the eeBtraetor's aets er emissioss aBe aa:y mitigatiag 
faeters shoals be eonsiEleree iB makiag any Eleearment deeisios. 

e. DeeftFHI:eBt eeBStitlttes aeearmeBt ef all efiieers, priaeipals, direetef6, partBers, 
ql:lflliftePS, Elivisions, or ether organimtieaal elements ofthe aeeflil'ea eoRtraeter, aBless 
the deearrea aeeision is limiteEI ey its teFHI:S to speeifie diYisieRS, orgaai:J3atieaal 
elemeats Of eemmoaities. The deearmeat eommittee's deeisioa: inelades aay existing 
affiliates of the eOBtraetor, if they are: 
1. Speeiiieally aamed; aad 
2. GiveB writtea Betiee of the proposed aeeaFHI:eat aaEl aa epportHBity to respeae. 

Fl:ltare affiliates of the eoatraetor are sahjeet te the pre existiag deea:rmeBt 
eommittee's Eleeisioa. 

(8) Cat:tses fer dehfH'IftCHt. 

a. The deeatmeBt e9HHBittee may aeear a soatraeter fer a eeBVietioa or eivil j'l!agmeat: 
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(ll)Debamtent h}' eenstilutienal effiecFs. In additiea to the abe•le deseribed debanaeat 
pFeeedare fer eeatFaets with the beam, aay eeastimtieaal effieer ma-y debar a biEM!er fer 
eal:lse from tlie eeftfd's biEIEJer list feF that eeasti-m+i:eHal ofiieer's eeffifaets, based Hpea the 
eaHSes aad pmSHaat to the teFms aad eeft~ieas stated by the eeastit\itienal effieer. 'The 
eoftStitatieaal ofiieer may still participate m the bid, eeasideriag eHly those bids, :Pf'OF'Osals 
or EtHotes from the eeastimtioaal effieer's ameaded list 

Section 2. Section 2-162 of the Pinellas County Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 2-162. Protest procedure. 

(a) Right to protest. Any prospective bidder or proposer who is aggrieved by the contents of 
the bid or proposal package, or any bidder or proposer who is aggrieved in connection with the 
recommended award on a bid or proposal solicitation, may file a written protest to the director of 
purchasing as provided herein. This right to protest is strictly limited to those procurements of goods 
or services solicitated through invitations to bid or requests for proposals, including solicitations 
pursuant to § 287.055, Florida Statutes. the ''Consultants' Competitive Negotiation Act." No other 
actions or recommendations in connection with a solicitation can be protested, including: (i) requests 
for quotations or requests for qualifications; (ii) rejection of some, all or parts of bids or proposals; 
(iii) disqualification of bidders or proposers as non-responsive or nonresponsible; or (iv) 
recommended awards less than the mandatory bid or proposal amount. Protests failing to comply 
with the provisions of this section 2-162 shall not be reviewed. Jlhi :•h+J~~'I"<r•l · 4- +·· _., F~-t- +b,· l ··• 

prespeettve biaEler, proposer, •.vlio is allegedly aggrie•,red ia eoHHeeti9fl with the iSS\iaftee of a 
biEllproposal paekage or peatliag &'Nard ef a eomFaet ma-y protest to the direeter ofpllf6hasiag. 

(b) Posting. The purchasing department shall post the h:l'l~llJIIt!-'U.Q.L!~.Het=mal award on the 
departmental website. The tonnal awanl sJ:Iall be p'tlbliel;)' posted on the p'tlrekasiag department'!~ 
·.vebsite no less than 11\ c: 1 S !three full business days after the decision to recommend the award to-the 
bidder/prepeser is made. 

(c) Requirements to protest. 
(1) If the protest relates to the content of the bid/proposal package, a formal written 

protest must be filed no later than 5:00 p.m. on the fifth full business day after 
issuance of the bid/proposal package. 

(2) Ifthe protest relates to the recommended award of a bid or proposaleontraet, a formal 
written protest must be filed no later than 5:00p.m., on the fifth full business day 
after posting of either-the eofttFaet award recommendation or the eeatraet award 
itself. 

ill_ The formal written protest shall identify the protesting party and the solicitation 
involved; include a elear-statement of the grounds on which the protest is based; refer 
to the statutes, laws, ordinances or other legal authorities which the protesting party 
deems applicable to such grounds; and specifically request the relief to which the 
protesting party deems itself entitled by application of such authorities to such 
grounds. 

ffi_A formal written protest is considered filed with the county when the purchasing 
department, ee\iftty admi:nistFater, er ee:anty eemmissiea receives it. Accordingly, a 
protest is not timely filed unless it is received within the time specified above by the 
purchasing department. Failure to file a formal written protest within the time period 
specified shall constitute a waiver of the right to protest and result in relinquishment 
of all rights to protest by the bidder/proposer. 



(d) Rights o{interested parties. Bidders or proposers, other than the protestor, which would be 
directly affected by the favorable resolution of a protest relating to a recommended award, shall have 
the right to provide written documentation related to the protested solicitation. Said interested parties 
shall be solely responsible for determining whether a protest has been filed. Any documentation 
submitted by an interested party must be filed with the director of purchasing no later than 5:00p.m. 
on the fifth full business day after the purchasing department posts notification that a protest has been 
filed. Any interested party submitting documentation shall bear all costs. including legal 
representation, relating to the submission. 

W Sole remedy. These procedures shall be the sole remedy for challenging the content of the 
bid or proposal package or the recommended-an award4-bid. 

ill Lobbying. -khk-k-r-JM-t'lfi'-~Protestors, and interested parties as defined subsection (d), 
and anyone acting on their behalf, are prohibited from attempts to influence, persuade, or promote a 
bid or proposal protest through any other channels or means, and contacting any Pinellas County 
official, employee, advisory board member. or representative to discuss any matter relating in any 
way to the solicitation being protested, other than the purchasing department's or county attorney ' s 
office employees. ~lh.-H rll-k"ffl~htt+f-.hr- ._au.;e.--Jt .. .,t:hflt."P."""H+~-~·~ .. ~ * ·b ·t-J--....4ft-"A_. ~ 
I t1l do; ,,f •ht"Mtt:rt 1.... The prohibitions provided for herein shall begin with the filing of the protest 
and end upon the final disposition of the protest; provided however, at all times protestors shall be 
subject to the procurement lobbying prohibitions in section 2- l 89 of this code. Failure to adhere to 
the prohibitions herein shall result in the rejection of the protest without further consideration. 

(ge) Time limits. The time limits in which protests must be filed as specified herein may be 
altered by specific provisions in the bid/request for proposal. 

(hf) Authority to resolve. The director of purchasing shall resolve the protest in accordance with 
the documentation and applicable legal authoritiesa fair and equitable manner and shall issuefefl6ef a 
written decision to the protestorant no later than 5:00p.m. on the .ftftenth full business day after the 
filing thereof. 

(ig) Review of purchasing director's decision. 
(1) The protesting party may request a review of the purchasing director's decision to the 

county administrator by delivering written request for review of the decision to the 
director ofpurchasing by 5:00p.m. QQn the fifth full business day after the date of 
the written decision. The written notice shall include any 'Hrittea or physieal 
materials, objeets, statements, and arguments, which the bidder/proposer deems 
relevant to the issues raised in the request tofur review the decision of the purchasing 
director. 

(2) If it is detennined that the solieitation or av:ard is in violatiofl of law ~ 
regulations ami iatemal proeedores of the porehasing departfaeat, the eettnty 
administrator shall iHiHlediately eaaeel OF re¥ise the selieitatien or awafti as deemed 
appropriate. 

(3) If it is eetetmiaed that the solieitatien OF a;vare shoal& he l:!pheld, tThe county 
administrator shall issue a decision in writing stating the reason for the action with a 
copy furnished to the protesting party ana all st~~stafltially affeetea J9ersoAs or 
httsiaesses no later than 5:00p.m., on the Hfseventh full business day after receipt of 
the request for review , The decision shall be final and conclusive as to the county 
unless any further aetion is taken or a party commences action in !!._Court__Qf 
competent jurisdiction. 



Gl=l) Stay of procurement during protests. There shall be no stay of procurement during protests. 

Section 3. Section 2-176(g) of the Pinellas County Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 2-176. Competitive sealed bidding. 

(g) Rejection of bids. The respective constitutional officer, county administrator on behalf of 
the board of county commissioners or within his/her delegated financial approval authoritv. eetmty 
admi:nistrator or director of purchasing within his/her delegated fmancial approval authoritv shall 
have the authority, when the public interest will be served thereby, to reject all bids or parts of bids at 
any stage of the procurement process through the award of a contractor bids w1thin theu respective 
delegated financial approval a'tlthority. 

Section 4. Section 2-177 of the Pinellas County Code is hereby amended by adding subsection 
(g) to read as follows: 

Section 2-177. Competitive sealed proposals. 

(g) Rejection of proposals. The respective constitutional officer, county administrator on 
behalf of the board of county commissioners or within his/her delegated financial approval authority, 
or director of purchasing within his/her delegated financial approval authority shall have the 
authority, when the public interest will be served thereby. to reject all or any parts of proposals at any 
stage of the procurement process through the award of a contract. 

Section 5. Section 2-189 of the Pinellas County Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 2-189. Lobbying. 

Lobbying shall be prohibited on all county competitive selection processes and purchasing 
contract awards pursuant to this division, including, but not limited to, requests for proposals, 
requests for quotations, requests for qualifications, bids or the award of purchasing contracts of any 
type. The purpose of this prohibition is to protect the integrity of the procurement process by 
shielding it from undue influences prior to the contract award, a f)Fetest is resolved, or the 
competitive selection process is otherwise concluded. However, nothing herein shall prohibit a 
prospective bidder/proposer/protestor from contacting the purchasing department or the county 
attorney's office to address situations such as clarification and/or pose questions related to the 
procurement process er pretest. 

Lobbying of evaluation committee members, county government employees, er 
elected/appointed officials, or advisory board members regarding requests for proposals, requests for 
quotations, requests for qualifications, bids, .QL_purchasing contracts, Sf eia protests, by the 
bidder/proposer/J)Fetester, any member of the bidder's/proposer'slpretester's staff, any agent or 
representative of the bidder/proposer/protester, or any person employed by any legal entity affiliated 
with or representing a bidder/proposer/protestor, is strictly prohibited from the date of the 
advertisement, or on a date otherwise established by the board of county commissioners, until either 
an award is final, a:BY f)fetest is iinaY;' resolve&, or the competitive selection process is otherwise 
concluded. Any lobbying activities in violation of this section by or on behalf of a 
bidder/proposer/protester shall result in the disqualification or rejection of the proposal, quotation, 
statement of qualification, bid or contract, IHlEl may lead to aeearmeB:t ef the eiaaer or 
proposer/protester as pmviaea ia Piaellas CoHaty Ceae, SHesestiea 2 le1(8)b 



For purposes of this provision, lobbying shall mean intluencing or attempting to influence action 
or non-action, and/or attempting to obtain the goodwill of persons specified herein relating to the 
selection, ranking, or contract award in connection with any request for proposal, request for 
quotation, request for qualification, bid or purchasing contract through direct or indirect oral or 
written communication. The final award of a purchasing contract shall be the effective date of the 
purchasing contract. 

Any evaluation committee member, county government employee .. er-elected/appointed official .. 
or advisorv board member who has been lobbied shall immediately report the lobbying activity to the 
director of purchasing. 

Section 6. Severability. 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this Ordinance is for any reason 
held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not be 
construed to render the remaining provisions of this Ordinance invalid or unconstitutional. 

Section 7. Codification. 

The provisions of this Ordinance hall be included and incorporated in the Pinellas County Code as an 
addition thereto, and shall be appropriately numbered to conform to the uniform system of the Code. 

Section 8. Filing of Ordinance; Effective Date. 

Pursuant to Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this Ordinance shall be filed with the Department of 
State by the Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners within ten (1 0) days after the enactment by 
the Board of County Commissioners. This Ordinance shall take effect upon filing of the Ordinance 
with the Department of State. 
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