
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
DATE: January 14, 2014 
AGENDA ITEM NO. ~ 8 

Consent Agenda D Public Hearing D 

County Administrator's Signature. 

Subject: 

Charter Approval for Greater Pinellas Country Fair Association, Inc. 

Department: Staff Member Responsible: 

Parks & Conservation Resources Paul Cozzie, Director 

Recommended Action: 

I RECOMMEND THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (BOARD) APPROVE THE PROPOSED 
CHARTER OF THE GREATER PINELLAS COUNTRY FAIR ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Summary Explanation/Background: 

Robert Barnes, President, and Marjorie Hynish, Vice President of the Greater Pinellas Country Fair Association (the 
Association) appeared before the Board under Citizens To Be Heard at the September 5, 2013 Board meeting. 
The group announced its intention to register the name "Greater Pinellas Country Fair Association, Inc." as a not­
for-profit corporation and is seeking to obtain charter status through the Florida Federation of Fairs under guidelines 
provided by the Florida State Fair Authority. 

In accordance with Florida Statutes Chapter 616, the charter requires approval by the Board of County 
Commissioners of the county in which the principal office of the Association will be located. Additionally, application 
by the Association must be made with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (DACS), a public 
notice must be made for four consecutive weeks in a local newspaper, and the charter and order of incorporation 
must be filed with the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Pinellas County. DACS approved the proposed charter on 
October 29, 2013. The fair is scheduled to be held at England Brothers Park in Pinellas Park from March 19, 2014 
through March 23, 2014. 

Fiscal Impact/Cost/Revenue Summary: 

N/A 

Exhibits/Attachments Attached: 

Charter and Articles of Incorporation of Greater Pinellas Country Fair Association, Inc. 
Letter and Endorsement of Charter by DACS dated October 29, 2013 
Florida State Statute 616- Public Fairs and Expositions 
August 22, 2013 Correspondence from Marjorie Hynish to Robert S. LaSala 
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PROPOSED CHARTER & ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

OF 

GREATER PINELLAS COUNTRY FAIR ASSOCIATION, INC. 

The undersigned subscribers to these Articles of Incorporation hereby propose 

the incorporation under Chapter 616, Florida Statue, of a county fair, a corporation not 

for profit, and hereby make, subscribe, acknowledge and respectfully request their 

approval. 

ARTICLE I 

Name 

The name of this corporation shall be Greater Pinellas Country Fair Association, 

Inc. and its initial office for the transactions of its affairs shall be 5851 Park Blvd. N. 

#1 05, Pinellas Park, Florida, 33781. 

ARTICLE II 

Geographical Area Served 

The geographical area to be served by Greater Pinellas Country Fair Association, 

Inc. shall be Pinellas County. 

ARTICLE Ill 

Purposes 

A. The corporation is incorporated for the sole purpose of conducting and 

operating public fairs or expositions for the benefit and development of the educational, 

agricultural, horticultural, livestock, and other resources of Pinellas County. 

B. The corporation shall have power to do everything necessary, proper, 

advisable or convenient for the accomplishment of the purposes hereinbefore set forth, 



and to do all other things incidental thereto or connected therewith, which are not 

prohibited by statute or by these Articles of Incorporation. 

ARTICLE IV 

Directorship 

A. Eligibility and Powers: 

The majority of the Board of Directors of the Fair shall reside, be 

employed, or operate a business in Pinellas County. Any person shall be eligible for 

regular directorship in the corporation, subject to his or her approval by the Board of 

Directors of the corporation. Directors shall be personally oriented toward assisting the 

corporation in furtherance of its stated purposes. All such Directors shall have like 

powers with respect to voting, eligibility for service as an officer or to duties relating to 

the activities conducted by the corporation. 

B. Approval for Membership: 

All Directors of the corporation shall be approved for one-year terms of 

directorship by the Board of Directors, such term to commence on May 1st of each 

year. 

C. Termination of Directorship: 

1. Resignation: Any Director may resign from membership in the 

corporation at any time by written resignation delivered or mailed to the Secretary of the 

corporation, which resignation shall be effective upon receipt thereof. A member's 

death shall be treated as his or her resignation. 

2. By the Board of Directors Action: Directorship may be terminated 

by a two-thirds majority vote of the Board of Directors, but only after giving the subject 
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Director a right to learn of the cause of such proposed termination and to be heard at a 

Board Meeting held for such purposes on written notice delivered or mailed to the 

Director at least fifteen (15) days before such meeting, and only then upon a 

determination, the result of which is entered in the minutes of the meeting, specifically 

finding that continuation of the directorship in question would be detrimental to the best 

interests of the corporation. Such termination shall be effective upon the mailing of a 

written notice thereof to the Director whose directorship is so terminated. 

D. Voting: 

Each regular Director of the corporation shall have one vote on any matter 

on which Directors are granted a voting privilege under these Articles of Incorporation, 

the By-Laws of the corporation, any applicable state statute or rule of law. 

E. Transferability: 

Directorship in the corporation shall be non-transferable. 

ARTICLE V 

Term of Existence 

The corporation shall have perpetual existence. 

ARTICLE VI 

Subscribers 

The names and residence of the subscribers to these Articles of Incorporation 

are the following: 

Name 

Robert Barnes 

Address 

8976 Seminole Blvd. 
Seminole. FL 33772 
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Marjorie Hynish 1375 Pasadena Ave. S. #123 
St. Petersburg, FL 33707-3719 

Ann E. Overmyer 6500 Sunset Way #515 
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706 

Barbara Sheen Todd 8462 35th Ave. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 

Justin Shea 2401 53rd St. S. 
Gulfport, FL 33707 

Bonnie Desmond 901 34th St. S. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33711 

Suzanne Pomerantzeff 2914 1st Ave. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

Patrice Pucci 2719 1st Ave. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

Robert Case Sunshine Senior Center 
330 5th St. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 

Gerry Case Sunshine Senior Center 
330 5th St. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 

Roger Wolfe, Sr. 8997 90th Terrace N. 
Largo, FL 33777 

Katrina Hennington Operation PAR 
1900 9th St. S. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33705 

John E. Overmyer 6500 Sunset Way #515 
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706 

Andy Wolf 8997 90th Terrace N. 
Largo, FL 33777 

Vincent Overmyer 6245 Cape SableWay NE Dr., Unit 1 
St. Petersburg, FL 33702 
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Michael Overmyer 

Pamela Sindlinger 

Hank Sindlinger 

Diann Franks 

Patricia Johnson 

Becky Neilsen 

Carl Lucchi 

Billie Noakes 

Louis Casstaneda 

Carol Barkalow 

Timothy J. Caddell 

6500 Sunset Way #515 
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706 

6000 150th Ave. 
Clearwater, FL 33760 

6000 150th Ave. 
Clearwater, FL 33760 

201 Fernwood Circle 
Seminole, FL 33777 

6348 102nd Ave. 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781 

2900 9th Ave. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

8th Ave. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

PO Box 2072 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781 

5133 S. Gulfport Blvd. 
Gulfport, FL 33707 

4115 Poinsettia Dr. 
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706-2655 

5851 Park Blvd. 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781-3498 

ARTICLE VII 
Management 

The affairs of the corporation shall be managed by its Board of Directors which 

shall consist of not fewer than five (5) nor more than thirty~five (35) individuals, a 

majority of which shall always consist of representatives who are residents of, employed 

in or operate a business in Pinellas County, the precise number to be fixed by the Board 

of Directors of the corporation from time to time. Such directors shall be elected for one 
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year terms by the directors at annual meetings to be held as scheduled by the Board of 

Directors in the second quarter of the calendar year of each year in the manner 

prescribed in the By-Laws of the corporation, and shall hold office until their respective 

successors are duly elected and qualified. The Board, at its annual meetings, shall also 

~ elect a Chairman, a President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, Secretary and 

Treasurer of the corporation, and such other officers as may, in the opinion of the Board, 

from time to time be necessary to adequately administer the affairs of the corporation, 

such officers to hold office at the pleasure of the Board or until their successors are duly 

elected and qualified. Officers may be directors. The officers of the corporation shall 

have such duties as may be specified by the Board or the By-Laws of the corporation. 

Vacancies occurring on the Board and the officers shall be filled in the manner 

prescribed by the By-Laws of the corporation. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Initial Officers 

The names of the officers who are to serve until the first election of same to be 

held under the provisions of these Articles are the following: 

Iitle. Name 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary-Treasurer 
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Bobby Barnes 

Marjorie Hynish 

Ann Overmyer 



ARTICLE IX 

Initial Board of Directors 

The number of persons constituting the initial Board of Directors of the 

corporation shall be twenty-five (25); and the names and addresses of the members of 

such first Board of Directors, which is to hold office until the first election thereof to be 

held under the provisions of these Articles, are the following: 

Name Address 

Robert Barnes 8976 Seminole Blvd. 
Seminole. FL 33772 

Marjorie Hynish 1375 Pasadena Ave. S. #123 
St. Petersburg, FL 33707-3719 

Ann E. Overmyer 6500 Sunset Way #515 
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706 

Barbara Sheen Todd 8462 35th Ave. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 

Justin Shea 2401 53rd St. S. 
Gulfport, FL 33707 

Bonnie Desmond 901 34th St. S. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33711 

Suzanne Pomerantzeff 2914 1st Ave. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

Patrice Pucci 2719 1st Ave. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

Robert Case Sunshine Senior Center 
330 5th St. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 

Gerry Case Sunshine Senior Center 
330 5th St. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
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Roger Wolfe, Sr. 

Katrina Hennington 

John E. Overmyer 

Andy Wolf 

Vincent Overmyer 

Michael Overmyer 

Pamela Sindlinger 

Hank Sindlinger 

Diann Franks 

Patricia Johnson 

Becky Neilsen 

Carl Lucchi 

Billie Noakes 

Louis Casstaneda 

Carol Barkalow 

8997 90th Terrace N. 
Largo, FL 33777 

Operation PAR 
1900 9th St. S. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33705 

6500 Sunset Way #515 
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706 

8997 90th Terrace N. 
Largo, FL 33777 

6245 Cape Sable Way NE Dr., Unit 1 
St. Petersburg, FL 33702 

6500 Sunset Way #515 
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706 

6000 150th Ave. 
Clearwater, FL 33760 

6000 150th Ave. 
Clearwater, FL 33760 

201 Fernwood Circle 
Seminole, FL 33777 

6348102nd Ave. 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781 

2900 9th Ave. N. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

8th Ave. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33713 

PO Box 2072 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781 

5133 S. Gulfport Blvd. 
Gulfport, FL 33707 

4115 Poinsettia Dr. 
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706-2655 
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Timothy J. Caddell 5851 Park Blvd. 
Pinellas Park, FL 33781-3498 

ARTICLE X 

By-Laws 

The By-Laws of the Corporation shall be adopted by the initial Board of Directors, 

as constituted under Article IX above, at the organizational meeting of the Board, and 

said By-Laws may be thereafter altered, amended, added to or rescinded by the Board 

at any regular or special meeting thereon. A minimum of thirty (30) days written notice 

stating the place and time of a meeting shall be required in order to change the By-Law. 

ARTICLE XI 

Umitatjon of Indebtedness 

The highest amount of indebtedness or liability to which this corporation may at 

any time subject itself is $1 ,000,000.00. 

ARTICLE XII 

Amendments 

The corporation reserves the right to amend these Articles of Incorporation at any 

regular or special meeting of the Board of Directors by a vote of two-thirds of the 

Directors or by the vote of a majority of the Directorship as provided in the By-Laws or in 

accordance with the laws of the State of Florida. A minimum of thirty (30) days written 

notice stating the place and time of a meeting shall be required to amend these Articles 

of Incorporation. 
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ARTICLE XIII 

Registered Office and Agent 

The street address of the registered office and agent of this Corporation is: Marjorie 

Hynish, 5851 Park Blvd. N.#105, Pinellas Park, Aorida, 33781. 

I, MARJORIE HYNISH, hereby am familiar with and accept the duties and 
responsibilities of Registered Agent. 

ARTICLE XIV 

Distributions on LiQuidation or Dissolution 

Upon dissolution of this corporation, or the liquidation or its assets, whether 

voluntary or involuntary or by operation of law, except as and to the extent otherwise 

provided or required by law, the net assets remaining after dissolution shall be 

distributed to such organization or organizations organized and operated exclusively for 

such purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations 

under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, or to the 

State of Florida, subject to the specific condition that none of the net assets of the 

corporation shall be distributed to or for the benefit of any member, officer or director of 

the corporation or to any other individual; provided, however, that nothing contained in 

this Artide shall be construed to prevent a distribution from the net assets of the 

corporation to another distributee, otherwise properly made in accordance with the 

provisions of these Artides and the purposes hereinstated, solely by reason of the fact 
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that one or more of the members, officers or directors of the corporation may be 

connected or associated with the distribution as a member, trustee, director, officer or in 

any other capacity. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the subscribers have executed these Articles of 

Incorporation as of thi,6J. li':)f day of Qu.gu.s.L, 013. 

• I 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF PINELLAS 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on lhiS:;:)J&~ay of illJ~ ~ 
~ personally ~a~ed before me, undersi ned author , Cft.mlff: ~ 
I 

1 \._..\of~e .:lli~()\;)h , and { 1 whO are personally 
wn to me o who have produced driVers licenses as entification and who dtd not 

take an oath and who severally acknowledged to me that they executed the same as 
their free, act and deed for the uses and purpo rein set forth . 

• 

LATASHA DAVIS 
NOTARY PUBLIC 
STATE OF FLORIDA 
CornmiEE1111138 
Expkes 1/12/.2015 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 

COUNTY OF PINELLAS 

Before me, the undersigned authority, personally appeared the undersigned 

subscribers, who being first duly sworn, depose and say: 

1. The sole purpose of GREATER PINELLAS COUNTRY FAIR ASSOCIATION, INC. is 

public service. 

2. Property, money or assets in value in excess of $5,000.00 has been provided for the 

purpose of the Association. 

3. It is intended In good faith to carry out the purposes and objects set forth in the 

Articles of Incorporation of GREATER PINELLAS COUNTRY FAIR ASSOCIATION, 

Certificate Number 

12 



DIVISION OF MARK£T!NG AND DEVEJ.OPMEN'f 
BtJRl!AU OF STATE FARMERS' MARKETS 
(850) 617•7)80 
(850) 617-7381 fAX 

THE MAYO BUILDING 

407 SOUTH CALHOUN STREET 
TutAHASSlll:, Ft.OJUDA 32399·0800 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES 
CoMMISSIONER ADAM H. PuTNAM 

Ms. Ann E. Overmyer 
5851 Park Blvd. N. 105 
Pinellas Park, Florida 33 781 

Dear Mr. Taylor, 

October 29, 20 I 3 

Enclosed please find the Endorsement of Charter of the Greater Pinellas Country Fair 
Association, Inc. 

According to Florida Statutes 616.01 and 6)().02, your documents appear to be in order and the 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services hereby approves the proposed charter 
as submitted. When you have completed the approval process as outlined in 616.03 please send 
charter and decree to my attention at the above address. 

If I may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to con tad me at the Bureau of State 
Markets, phone (850) 617-7384. Thank you. 

Carl Penn 
Fairs and Expositions 

~~ 
------------------------------- ~ -------------------------------1 ·800-HELPFLA fllikia www.FreshFromFiorida.com 



ENDORSEMENT 0}' APPROVAL OF CHARTER 

GREATER PINELLAS COlJNTRY FAIR ASSOCIATION, INC. 

THE ABOVE and foregoing instrum~:nt having heen duly presented to the Florida 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Marketing and Development, 
Fair and Expositions, and the same having been found to be in proper form and for an object 
authorized by Chapter 616, Florida Statutes, it is lwreby approved in accordance with the 
provisions of said statute. 

DATED fN THE offices of Division lll Marketing and Development, at Tallahassee, 
Florida, this 29th day of October, 2013. 

Carl Penn. Fair~ and Expositions 

STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF LEON 

I certify that on this day, before me, a 1\otary Public duly authorized in the State and 
County named above to take acknowledgments. personally appeared Carl Penn, Division of 
Marketing and Development, Fairs and Exposttions, to me known to be the person described in 
and who executed the foregoing instrument. and he acknowledged before me that he executed the 
same. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal 111 the County and State last aforesaid this 29th 
day of October, 2013. 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

SEAL ;/-~ L~,;_{ }\A_ ' bi '""" " 
My Commission expires: 

'® JESSIE M LOOMAN f:i l*;' Commission II FF 007620 
~ Expires April14, 2017 

-..: * •", ICiftiiG TNU TrCJit J'.M l'*'t~tm.la>70U• 



Statutes & Constitution :View Statutes: Online Sunshine 

Select Year: r2012liJ l ~p 1 

The 2012 Florida Statutes 

Title XXXVI 

BUSINESS ORGANIZATIONS 

616.001 Definitions. 

Chapter 616 

PUBLIC FAIRS AND EXPOSITIONS 

CHAPTER 616 

PUBLIC FAIRS AND EXPOSITIONS 

PART I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(ss. 616.001-616.24) 

PART II 

TRADE AND SAFETY STANDARDS 

(ss. 616.241, 616.242) 

PART Ill 

FLORIDA STATE FAIR AUTHORITY 

(ss. 616.251-616.265) 

PART I 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

616.01 Number of persons required; requisites of proposed charter. 

616.02 Acknowledgment of charter. 

616.03 Notice of application; approval and record of charter. 

616.04 Evidence of existence and contents of charter. 

616.05 Amendment of charter. 

616.051 Dissolving a charter. 

616.06 Amount of indebtedness authorized. 

Page 1 of28 

View Entire Chapter 

616.07 Members not personally liable; property of association held in trust; exempt from taxation. 

616.08 Additional powers of association. 

616.09 Not authorized to carry on gambling, etc.; forfeiture of charter for violations; annulment 

proceedings. 

616.101 Annual review of accounts and records. 

616.11 Association authorized to contract with municipality, county, or state for use of land; admission 

fees; state, counties, and municipalities authorized to make contributions. 

616.12 Licenses upon certain shows; distribution of fees; exemptions. 

616.121 Making false application. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.efm?App_mode-Display Statute&... 1/22/2013 
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616.13 Restrictions on other amusement rides. 

616.14 Number of fairs; penalty. 

616.15 Permit from Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services required. 

616.165 Rules. 

616.17 Minimum exhibits. 

616.185 Trespass upon grounds or facilities of public fair; penalty; arrests. 

616.19 Designation affairs. 

616.21 Agricultural and livestock exhibit buildings; conditions for expenditures. 

616.22 Exhibit buildings; matching funds for construction or repair. 

616.23 Use of buildings. 

616.24 Enforcement. 

616.001 Definitions.-As used in this chapter, the term: 

Page 2 of28 

(1) "Annual public fair" means a community, county, district, regional, or state fair that is held and 

conducted by a fair association and permitted by the department pursuant to s. 616.15. 

(2) "Authority" means the Florida State Fair Authority. 

(3) "Community fair" means an annual public fair that serves an area of less than an entire county, 

has exhibits that are in accordance with s. 616.17, and gives premiums or awards to exhibitors. 

Agricultural products shall be produced in the community the exhibit represents. The majority of the 

board of directors of the fair shall reside, be employed, or operate a business in the community the fair 

represents. 

(4) "Concession" means use by a fair association, or a grant, lease, or license to a third party, of a 

portion of the land under the ownership, custody, or control of a fair association for specific uses, or the 

right to enter upon the land for specific purposes, such as providing rides, games, food, beverage, 

merchandise for sale, exhibits, projects, activities, events, programs, or other uses authorized in this 

chapter. 

(5) "County fair" means an annual public fair that serves an entire county and provides exhibitors 

with premiums or awards for exhibits that are in accordance with s. 616.17. Agricultural products must 

be typical of those produced in the county the exhibit represents. The majority of the board of directors 

of the fair shall reside, be employed, or operate a business in the county that the fair association 

represents. 

(6) "Department" means the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. 

(7) "District fair" means an annual public fair that serves at least five counties and has exhibits that 

meet the requirements of s. 616.17. A district fair shall pay at least $25,000 in cash premiums or awards 

to exhibitors. Agricultural products must be typical of those produced in the counties the exhibit 

represents. Livestock may originate from outside the district, but must be registered in the exhibitor's 

name at least 30 days before the opening day of the fair. Each county is encouraged to have 

proportionate exhibits, typical of its respective natural resources. Each county shall have exhibits 

representing basic resources in agriculture and industry. 

(8) "Entry" means one item entered for competition or show. An entry may constitute an exhibit, 

depending upon the regulations stated in the premium book. 

(9) "Exhibit" means one or more entries entered for exhibition and constituting a unit. An exhibit 

may consist of one or more entries, depending upon the regulations stated in the premium book. The 

term includes parades and displays of articles or a collection of articles, whether static, interactive, or 
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dynamic, by a fair association or a third party contracting with a fair association, such as exhibits of 

animals, art, housewares, or motor vehicles. 

(10) "Exhibitor" means an individual, group of individuals, or business, including a fair association or 

third party contracting with a fair association, which has an exhibit. 

(11) "Fair association" or "association" means an association not for profit incorporated under this 

chapter for the purpose of conducting and operating public fairs or expositions. 

(12) "Public fair or exposition" means a project, activity, event, or program, and use by a fair 

association, including, but not limited to, the annual public fair, which serves the purposes specified in 

s. 616.08 and benefits and develops the educational, agricultural, horticultural, livestock, charitable, 

historical, civic, cultural, scientific, and other resources of this state, or any county, municipality, or 

other community in this state. 

(13) "Regional fair" or "interstate fair" means an annual public fair of this state and other states in 

which fair exhibits meet the requirements of s. 616.17. Agricultural products must be typical of those 

produced in the area the exhibit represents. 

(14) "Specialized show" means a show or exhibition exhibiting and emphasizing livestock or poultry, 

or a fruit or vegetable festival, and must meet the minimum exhibit requirements specified ins. 616.17. 

A specialized show may qualify under one of the definitions in subsections (3), (5), (7), and (15). 

(15) "State fair" means an annual public fair that serves the entire state. Exhibits must comply with 

s. 616.17, and cash premiums or awards may be given to exhibitors. 
History.-s. 8, ch. 63-247; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 1, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; s. 6, ch. 87-226; s. 94, ch. 92-291; ss. 1, 44, ch. 93-

168; s. 25, ch. 96-231; s. 11, ch. 2000-272; s. 1, ch. 2012-204. 

616.01 Number of persons required; requisites of proposed charter.-· Twenty-five or more 

persons who are residents and qualified electors of the county in which the annual public fair is to be 

located, who wish to form an association not for profit for the purpose of conducting and operating 

public fairs or expositions, may become incorporated in the following manner. The subscribers shall 

submit the proposed charter to the department for review and approval. If the proposed charter is 

approved, the subscribers shall sign and present the proposed charter to the judge of the circuit court 

for the county in which the principal office of the association will be located. The proposed charter 

must specify: 

(1) The name of the association and the place where the principal office is to be located. The name 

of the association shall include the word, "Inc." 

(2) The general nature of the objectives and powers of the association, including a provision that 

the association is incorporated for the sole purpose of conducting and operating public fairs or 

expositions. 

(3) The qualifications and terms of association members and criteria for their admission and 

expulsion. Provision may be made in the charter for ex officio membership. 

(4) The time for which the association is to exist. 

(5) The name and residence of each subscriber. 

(6) Procedures for the election of and governance by officers, who may be elected or appointed. 

(7) The designation of officers who will manage the affairs of the association until the first election 

or appointment under the charter. 

(8) Procedures for the adoption, amendment, or rescission of bylaws of the association. 

(9) The highest amount of indebtedness or liability that may be accrued by the association. 
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History.-s. 1, ch. 7388, 1917; RGS 4517; CGL 6516; s. 1, ch. 57-796; s. 1, ch. 59-166; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 4, 25, 26, ch. 83-

239; ss. 2, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 2, ch. 2012-204. 

616.02 Acknowledgment of charter.-The proposed charter of a fair association shall be 

acknowledged by at least three of its subscribers before an officer authorized to make acknowledgment 

of deeds. Subscribers shall also make and take an oath, which must be attached to the proposed 

charter, stating that the primary objective of the association is public service and holding, conducting, 

and promoting public fairs or expositions; that money and other available assets in value exceeding 

$5,000 have been provided for the purposes of the association; and that the association will operate in 

good faith to carry out the purposes and objectives set forth in its charter. 
History.-s. 1, ch. 7388, 1917; RGS 4518; CGL 6517; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 5, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 3, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 3, 

ch. 2012-204. 

616.03 Notice of application; approval and record of charter.-A notice of intention to apply to 

the circuit court for the charter of a fair association must specify the date that application will be 

made, shall be sent to the department for approval, and shall be published in a newspaper in the county 

where the principal office of the association will be located once each week for 4 consecutive weeks. 

The notice must briefly summarize the charter and objectives of the proposed association. The proposed 

charter shall be submitted to and approved by the board of county commissioners of the county in which 

the principal office of the association will be located. After approval by the department and the board 

of county commissioners, the proposed charter and proof of approval and publication shall be submitted 

to the circuit judge on the date specified in the notice. If no cause is shown to the contrary and the 

judge finds that the proposed charter is in proper form and will serve the primary objective of public 

service, the judge shall approve the charter and issue an order incorporating the subscribers under the 

charter for the objectives and purposes specified in the charter. The charter and order of incorporation 

shall be recorded in the office of the clerk of the circuit court in the county where the principal office 

of the association will be located and provided to the department. After the order is recorded, the 

subscribers and their associates are incorporated with the objectives and powers established in the 

charter and under the name given in the charter. During the publication period, the proposed charter 

shall be on file in the office of the clerk of the circuit court. This section does not preclude a fair 

association from also filing its duly approved charter with the Department of State pursuant to chapter 

617 for notice purposes. 
History.-s. 1, ch. 7388, 1917; s. 1, ch. 17806, 1937; RGS 4519; CGL 6518; s. 1, ch. 63-247; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 2, ch. 

81-318; ss. 6, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 4, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 4, ch. 2012-204. 

616.04 Evidence of existence and contents of charter.-A certified copy of the charter and 

decree of incorporation of a fair association shall be evidence of the contents of the charter in all 

actions and proceedings, and shall be conclusive evidence of the existence of the incorporated 

association in all actions and proceedings where the question of its existence is only collaterally 

involved, and prima facie evidence in all other actions and proceedings. 
History.-s. 2, ch. 7388, 1917; RGS 4520; CGL 6519; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 5, 44, ch. 93-168. 

616.05 Amendment of charter.-A fair association may propose an amendment to its charter by 

resolution as provided in its charter or bylaws. 

(1) The proposed amendment shall be submitted to the department for approval. 
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(2) After the department approves the proposed amendment, it will be incorporated into the 

original charter upon: 

(a) Publication of notice in the same manner as provided ins. 616.03; 

(b) Filing the order of the circuit judge approving the amendment with the office of the clerk of the 

circuit court and the department; and 

(c) Being recorded in the clerk's office. 

If a fair association has filed its charter with the Department of State pursuant to chapter 617, a copy of 

any amendment to the charter must be filed with the Department of State for notice purposes. 
History .-s. 3, ch. 7388, 1917; RGS 4521; CGL 6520; s. 2, ch. 63-247; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-1 06; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 7, 25, 26, 

ch. 83·239; s. 7, ch. 87-226; ss. 6, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 17, ch. 99·391; s. 5, ch. 2012-204. 

616.051 Dissolving a charter.-A fair association may dissolve its charter by resolution as 

provided in its charter or bylaws. The proposal for dissolving the charter shall be submitted to the 

department for approval. Upon approval and publication of notice and proof that all indebtedness has 

been paid and no claims are outstanding against the association, the circuit judge may, by decree, 

dissolve the association and order its remaining public funds to be distributed as recommended by the 

board of directors. 
History.-s. 1, ch. 29914, 1955; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 8, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 7, 44, ch. 93·168; s. 6, ch. 2012·204. 

616.06 Amount of indebtedness authorized.- Any fair association may subject itself to 

indebtedness or liability in an aggregate sum not greater than the limit stated in its charter or any 

amendment thereto, without regard to the value of its property. Any fair association may also subject 

itself to specific bonded or mortgage indebtedness, in addition to and without regard to its general 

powers or limit as to indebtedness or liability. 
History.-s. 4, ch. 7388, 1917; RGS 4522; CGL 6521; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 8, 44, ch. 93·168. 

616.07 

taxation.-

Members not personally liable; property of association held in trust; exempt from 

(1) A member, officer, director, or trustee of a fair association is not personally liable for any of the 

debts of the association, and money or property of a fair association may not be distributed as profits or 

dividends among its members, officers, directors, or trustees. 

(2) All money and property of the association, except that necessary for the payment of its just 

debts and liabilities, are public property, shall be administered by the association as trustee, and shall 

be used exclusively for the legitimate purpose of the association. So long as they are used for that 

purpose, all money and property of the association are exempt from all forms of taxation, including 

special assessments, and any projects, activities, events, programs, and uses authorized by this part 

serve an essential governmental purpose and, therefore, are not taxable and are not subject to 

assessments. This subsection does not apply to chapter 212. 

(3) Upon order of the circuit judge, any public funds or property remaining in a fair association when 

the association is dissolved shall be distributed by resolution of the board of directors to any county or 

any municipality within the county. The board may designate in the distribution resolution the public 

project that will benefit from the funds or the manner in which the property will be used. If property 

has been contributed by a municipality or county, the property shall be reconveyed to the municipality 

or county that gave the property to the association. 
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History.-s. 5, ch. 7388, 1917; RGS 4523; CGL 6522; s. 2, ch. 29914, 1955; s. 1, ch. 57-745; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 

83-239; ss. 9, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 18, ch. 99-391; s. 7, ch. 2012-204. 

616.08 Additional powers of association.- Each fair association shall hold, conduct, and operate 

public fairs and expositions, including an annual public fair. For that purpose, a fair association may 

buy, lease, acquire, and occupy lands and erect buildings and improvements of any kind on those lands; 

sell, mortgage, lease, license, or convey any such property or any part thereof, in its discretion, from 
time to time for the purpose of public fairs or expositions; charge and receive compensation for 

admission to those public fairs and expositions, and grant a lease or license or rent space for exhibits, 
concessions, and other purposes; conduct and hold public meetings; supervise and conduct lectures and 

demonstration work in connection with or for the improvement of agriculture, horticulture, stockraising 
and poultry raising, and all kinds of farming and related matters; hold exhibits of agricultural and 

horticultural products and livestock, poultry, equine, and other domestic animals; give certificates or 

diplomas of excellence; promote the progress of the geographical area it represents and serves and 

stimulate public interest in the advantages and development of that area by providing facilities for the 

benefit and development of the educational, agricultural, horticultural, livestock, equestrian, 

charitable, historical, civic, cultural, scientific, and other resources of the state, any county of the 

state, or any municipality or other community of any county of the state, including facilities for 
exhibits, concessions, industrial exhibitions, public gatherings, cultural activities, entertainment events, 

recreational vehicle parking, auctions, trade shows, concerts, and other functions that the association 

determines will enhance the educational, physical, economic, and cultural interests of the public; and 

generally do, perform, and carry out all matters, acts, and business usual or proper in connection with 

public fairs and expositions. This enumeration of particular powers does not diminish or limit any special 

provisions of the charter of the association for the regulation of its business, and the conduct of its 

affairs of creating, defining, limiting, and regulating the powers of the association or its officers or 

members. The treasurer or similar officer of the association shall give a good and sufficient bond with a 

surety company duly authorized under the laws of the state, payable to the association and in an 

amount equal to the value of the total amount of money and other property in that officer's possession 

or custody, in addition to the value of any money and property of the association which may reasonably 
be expected to come into that officer's possession or custody. A fair association organized under this 
chapter is a noncommercial activity provider. 

History.-s. 6, ch. 7388, 1917; RGS 4524; CGL 6523; s. 2, ch. 17806, 1937; s. 3, ch. 63·247; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 

83-239; ss. 10, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 19, ch. 99-391; s. 8, ch. 2012-204. 

616.09 Not authorized to carry on gambling, etc.; forfeiture of charter for violations; 

annulment proceedings.- Nothing in this chapter shall be held or construed to authorize or permit any 

fair association to carry on, conduct, supervise, permit, or suffer any gambling or game of chance, 

lottery, betting, or other act in violation of the criminal laws of the state; and nothing in this chapter 
shall permit horseracing or dogracing or any other pari-mutuel wagering, for money or upon which 

money is placed. Any fair association which violates any such law or which knowingly permits the 

violation of any such law is subject to forfeiture of its charter; and if any citizen complains to the 

Department of Legal Affairs that the association was organized for or is being used as a cover to evade 

any of the laws of Florida against crime, and submits prima facie evidence to sustain the charge, the 

Department of Legal Affairs shall institute, and in due time prosecute to final judgment, such 

proceedings as may be necessary to annul the charter and incorporation of the association. A writ of 

injunction or other extraordinary process shall be issued by a court of competent jurisdiction on the 
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application of the Department of Legal Affairs on complaint pending the annulment proceeding and in 

aid thereof, and the case shall be given precedence over all civil cases pending in that court and shall be 

heard and disposed of with as little delay as practicable. 
History.-s. 7, ch. 7388, 1917; RGS 4525; CGL 6524; s. 2, ch. 29737, 1955; s. 4, ch. 63-247; ss. 11, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 2, ch. 

81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 11, 44, ch. 93-168. 

616.101 Annual review of accounts and records.- The accounts and records of every fair 

association whose annual public fair has an annual attendance of more than 25,000 shall be reviewed 

annually by a qualified accountant licensed by the state. A fair association whose annual public fair has 

an annual attendance of 25,000 or fewer must submit an annual financial statement that has been 

signed by an officer of the county. The results of the reviews shall be kept in the official records of each 

association, available to all directors of the association. A certified copy of the review shall be filed 

with the department: 

(1) On request by the department to certify expenditures of the premiums awarded to exhibitors of 

a fair or of building funds when there is evidence of violation of state laws; or 

(2) When the association is applying for a fair permit. 
History.-s. 7, ch. 63-247; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 10, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; s. 5, ch. 85-62; ss. 14, 44, ch. 

93-168; s. 1, ch. 94-297; s. 24, ch. 96-231; s. 9, ch. 2012-204. 

616.11 Association authorized to contract with municipality, county, or state for use of land; 

admission fees; state, counties, and municipalities authorized to make contributions.-Any fair 

association may enter into any contract, lease, or agreement with any municipality or county in the 

state or with the state or agency or subdivision of the state for the donation to or the use and 

occupation by the association of any land owned, leased, or held by the county or municipality or the 

state or agency or subdivision of the state during a time and on the terms approved by the county or 

municipality or the state or agency or subdivision, with the right of the association to use the property 

for public exposition purposes. The state, the Department of Transportation and any other agency or 

subdivision of the state, the board of county commissioners of any county within which the fair or 

exhibition is held, and the mayor and city council of any municipality within the county may also make 

contributions of money, property, or services to fair associations to assist in carrying out the purposes of 

the associations under this chapter. The state or any agency or subdivision of the state, boards of county 

commissioners of the various counties of the state, and the mayor and city council of any municipality 

within the county may expend such sums of money as they deem necessary for the best interests of their 

counties and in aiding the development of the educational, agricultural, horticultural, livestock, 

charitable, historical, civic, cultural, scientific, and any other resources of their counties at and in 

connection with public fairs and expositions, including the offering and paying of premiums for the 

exhibitions of resources of the state, county, or municipality. 
History.-s. 9, ch. 7388, 1917; RGS 4527; CGL 6526; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 15, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 10, ch. 

2012-204. 

616.12 Licenses upon certain shows; distribution of fees; exemptions.-

(1) Each person who operates any traveling show, exhibition, amusement enterprise, carnival, 

vaudeville, exhibit, minstrel, rodeo, theatrical, game or test of skill, riding device, dramatic repertoire, 

other show or amusement, or concession, including a concession operating in a tent, enclosure, or other 

temporary structure, within the grounds of, and in connection with, any annual public fair held by a fair 

association shall pay the license taxes provided by law. However, if the association satisfies the 
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requirements of this chapter, including securing the required fair permit from the department, the 

license taxes and local business tax authorized in chapter 205 are waived and the department shall issue 

a tax exemption certificate. The department shall adopt the proper forms and rules to administer this 

section, including the necessary tax exemption certificate, showing that the fair association has met all 

requirements and that the traveling show, exhibition, amusement enterprise, carnival, vaudeville, 

exhibit, minstrel, rodeo, theatrical, game or test of skill, riding device, dramatic repertoire, other show 

or amusement, or concession is exempt. 

(2) Any fair association securing the required annual fair permit from the department is exempt 

from local business tax as defined by chapter 205, occupational permit fees, or any occupational taxes 

assessed by any county, municipality, political subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof. 
History.-s. 1, ch. 17759, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 6526(1); s. 2, ch. 57-796; s. 2, ch. 59-166; s. 5, ch. 63-247; ss. 14, 35, ch. 

69-106; s. 1, ch. 81-297; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 11, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; s. 6, ch. 85-62; ss. 16, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 11, ch. 2012-

204. 

616.121 Making false application.-Any person who, with fraudulent intent, makes or causes to 

be made any false statement in an application for a permit to hold an annual public fair or in an 

application for distribution of the amount paid for license taxes under the provisions of this chapter, and 

by that false statement obtains that permit or distribution, commits a misdemeanor of the first degree, 

punishable as provided ins. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 
History.-s. 3, ch. 57-796; s. 3, ch. 59-166; s. 638, ch. 71-136; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 17, 44, ch. 93-

168; s. 74, ch. 97-102; s. 12, ch. 2012-204. 

616.13 Restrictions on other amusement rides.- A person may not engage in the business of 

providing temporary amusement rides, as defined ins. 616.242, within a 5-mile radius of and within 30 

days before or during any public fair or exposition being operated by a fair association, when not 

operating in connection with that fair or exposition, except with the written consent of the affected fair 

association. 
History.-s. 3, ch. 17759, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 6526(2); s. 4, ch. 59-166; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 12, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 18, 

44, ch. 93-168; s. 4, ch. 98-133; s. 20, ch. 99-391. 

616.14 Number of fairs; penalty.-

(1) A fair association may not conduct more than one annual public fair each calendar year. Any fair 

association that conducts more than one public fair during any one calendar year is subject to 

revocation of its charter by the court granting the charter. 

(2) Any fair association that does not conduct an annual public fair for a period of 3 calendar years 

shall, upon the recommendation of the department, have its charter revoked by the court granting the 

charter. 
History.-s. 2, ch. 17759, 1937; CGL 1940 Supp. 6526(3); s. 5, ch. 59-166; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 13, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 19, 

44, ch. 93-168; s. 13, ch. 2012-204. 

616.15 Permit from Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services required.-

(1) An annual public fair may not be conducted by a fair association without a permit issued by the 

department. The association shall present to the department an application for a permit, signed by an 

officer of the association, at least 3 months before holding the annual public fair. The application shall 

be accompanied by a fee in an amount to be determined by the department for processing the 

application and making any required investigation. The application fee must be at least $183 and may 
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not exceed $366. Fees collected under this subsection shall be deposited in the General Inspection Trust 

Fund of the State Treasury in a special account to be known as the "Agricultural and Livestock Fair 

Account." A copy of the application must be sent to each fair association located within 50 miles of the 

site of the proposed annual public fair at the same time the application is sent to the department. The 

department may issue a permit if the applicant provides: 

(a) The opening and closing dates of the proposed annual public fair. 

(b) The name and address of the owner of the central amusement attraction that will operate during 

the annual public fair. 

(c) An affidavit properly executed by the president or chief executive officer of the applicant 

association certifying the existence of a binding contract entered into by the association and the owner 

of the central amusement attraction covering the period for which the permit from the department is 

applied. The contract between the parties shall be available for inspection by duly authorized agents of 

the department in administering this chapter. 

(d) A written statement that the main purpose of the association is to conduct and operate a public 

fair and exposition, including the annual fair, for the benefit and development of the educational, 

agricultural, horticultural, livestock, charitable, historical, civic, cultural, scientific, and other 

resources of the geographical area the fair association represents and serves. The statement must be 

subscribed and acknowledged by an officer of the association before an officer authorized to take 

acknowledgments. 

(e) A premium list of the current annual public fair to be conducted or a copy of the previous year's 

premium list showing all premiums and awards to be offered to exhibitors in various departments of the 

annual public fair, which may include, but are not limited to, art exhibition, beef cattle, county 

exhibits, dairy cattle, horticulture, swine, women's department, 4-H Club activities, Future Farmers of 

America activities, Future Homemakers of America activities, poultry and egg exhibits, and community 

exhibits. The premium list, which may be submitted separately from the application, must be submitted 

at least 60 days before the annual public fair begins operation. 

(f) Proof of liability insurance insuring the association against liability for injury to persons, in an 

amount of not less than $300,000 per occurrence. 

(g) A copy of the most recent review. 

(h) A list of all current members of the board of directors of the association and their contact 

information, including home address. 

The department shall issue the permit within 10 days after it receives all the information and the 

applicant qualifies pursuant to this section. 

(2) The department shall administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter except as to the 

regulation of games, which shall be regulated by local law enforcement agencies. The department shall 

adopt rules to administer this chapter, including rules governing the form and contents of the 

application for the permit and any reports that it may deem necessary in enforcing the provisions of this 

chapter. 

(3) Notwithstanding any fair association meeting the requirements set forth in subsection (1 ), the 

department may order a full investigation to determine if the fair association meets the requirements of 

s. 616.01, and may withhold a permit from, deny a permit to, or withdraw a permit once issued to the 

association. The department shall also consider whether any proposed annual public fair, as set forth in 

an application for a permit, will compete with another annual public fair within 50 miles of the 

proposed annual public fair with respect to name, dates of operation, or market. The department may 
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deny, withhold, or withdraw a permit from a fair association if the department determines that such fair 

association will compete with another association. The department shall give preference to existing fair 

associations with established dates, locations, and names. The determination by the department is 
final. 

History.-s. 4, ch. 57·796; s. 6, ch. 59·166; s. 2, ch. 61-119; s. 4, ch. 67·491; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69·106; s. 2, ch. 81-297; s. 2, 

ch. 81·318; ss. 14, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; s. 15, ch. 92·4; ss. 20, 44, ch. 93·168; s. 2, ch. 94·297; s. 21, ch. 99-391; s. 12, ch. 

2000·272; s. 14, ch. 2012·204. 

616.165 Rules.-The department shall adopt rules pursuant toss. 120.536(1) and 120.54 to 

implement the provisions of this chapter. 
History.-ss. 3, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 41, 44, ch. 93·168; s. 196, ch. 98·200. 

Note.-Former s. 616.27. 

616.17 Minimum exhibits.-

(1) An annual public fair conducted by a fair association may not be approved by the department for 

a tax exemption certificate unless the fair association displays at least the following exhibits: 

(a) Three exhibits from 4-H Clubs or Future Farmers of America chapters which are officially 

approved by those clubs or chapters. 

(b) Three exhibits of community, individual, or county farm displays. 

(c) Three exhibits of field crops in at least three different crops. 

(d) Three exhibits of horticultural products. 

(e) Three culinary exhibits such as canned fruits, canned vegetables, canned pickles or juices, jams, 

jellies, cakes, bread, candies, or eggs. 

(f) Three exhibits of household arts such as homemade spreads, towels, luncheon sets, rugs, 

clothing, or baby apparel. 

(g) Three exhibits of fruit or vegetable crops in at least three different crops. 

(h) Three exhibits of arts, crafts, photography, or antiques or of scout handiwork. 

(i) Three exhibits from home demonstration, home economics, educational, religious, or civic 

groups. 

(j) Three exhibits of livestock such as dairy cows, beef cattle, hogs, sheep, poultry, horses, or 

mules. 
(2) The provisions of subsection (1) do not apply to specialized livestock shows or fruit or vegetable 

festivals, the minimum exhibits of which shall be as follows: 

(a) Each specialized livestock show shall consist of at least 50 head of animals or 300 head of 

poultry. 

(b) Each specialized fruit, vegetable, or crop festival or exposition shall consist of at least 50 entries 

in the specialty, which shall occupy at least 1,000 square feet of display area. 

(3) The department may provide a waiver to the minimum exhibit requirements of this section to 

any fair association that submits an application for the waiver to the department, at least 30 days 

before the annual public fair in need of the waiver, and shows good cause why the requirements of this 

section cannot be met. 

(4) An authority or fair association as defined in this chapter that provides any of the exhibits set 

forth in subsection (1) or other exhibits or concessions, whether such exhibits or concessions are 

provided directly or through an agreement with a third party, is not subject to criminal penalties or civil 

damages arising out of the personal injury or death of any person, or property damage, resulting from 

such exhibits or concessions. This subsection does not apply if the personal injury, death, or property 
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damage was due to an act or omission committed by the authority or fair association in bad faith, with 

malicious purpose, or with wanton and willful disregard of human rights, safety, or property. This 

subsection does not apply to third parties providing exhibits or concessions. 
History.-s. 8, ch. 59-166; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 3, ch. 81-297; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 15, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; s. 7, ch. 85-

62; ss. 21, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 60, ch. 2011-206; s. 15, ch. 2012-204. 

616.185 Trespass upon grounds or facilities of public fair; penalty; arrests.-

(1) For the purposes of this chapter, trespass upon the grounds of the Florida State Fair Authority or 

any other fair association permitted under s. 616. 15 means: 

(a) Entering and remaining upon any grounds or facilities owned, operated, or controlled by the 

Florida State Fair Authority or any other association permitted under s. 616.15 and committing any act 

that disrupts the orderly conduct of any authorized activity of the fair association in charge, or its 

lessees, licensees, or the general public on those grounds or facilities; or 

(b) Entering and remaining on those grounds or facilities after being directed not to enter or to 

leave them by the executive director of the authority, chief administrative officer of the fair 

association, or any employee or agent of the association designated by the executive director or 

administrator to maintain order on those grounds and facilities, after a determination by the executive 

director, administrator, employee, or agent that the entering or remaining on those grounds or facilities 

is in violation of the rules and regulations of the Florida State Fair Authority or permitted fair 

association or is disrupting the orderly conduct of any authorized activity of the fair association in 

charge, or its lessees, licensees, or the general public on those grounds or facilities. 

(2) Any person committing the offense of trespass upon the grounds of the Florida State Fair 

Authority or any other fair association permitted under s. 616.15 commits a misdemeanor of the second 

degree, punishable as provided ins. 775.082 or s. 775.083. 

(3) A law enforcement officer may arrest any person on or off the premises, without a warrant, if 

the officer has probable cause for believing such person has committed the offense of trespass upon the 

grounds of the Florida State Fair Authority or any fair association permitted under s. 616.15. Such an 

arrest does not render the law enforcement officer criminally or civilly liable for false arrest, false 

imprisonment, or unlawful detention. 
History.-s. 1, ch. 78-427; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; s. 152, ch. 91-224; ss. 40, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 16, ch. 2012-

204. 

Note.- Formers. 616.266. 

616.19 Designation of fairs.-Any fair association created pursuant to this chapter shall be 

designated by the name stated in the permit required or stated by its fair association and is recognized 

by the state as equal in dignity to the Florida State Fair and as fully recognized as the Florida State Fair. 
History.-ss. 1, 2, ch. 61-513; s. 2, ch. 81·318; ss. 16, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 22, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 17, ch. 2012-204. 

616.21 Agricultural and livestock exhibit buildings; conditions for expenditures.-

Appropriated funds may not be expended except upon approval and with the recommendation of the 

department. Further, the appropriation may not be expended for the construction of a building unless 

fee simple title to the land on which the building is to be constructed is vested in the county, 

municipality, or fair association for which the building is to be constructed. 
History.-s. 2, ch. 29832, 1955; s. 1, ch. 59-367; s. 2, ch. 61-119; s. 2, ch. 63-393; ss. 3, 14, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 1, ch. 71-2; 

s. 260, ch. 71-377; s. 207, ch. 77-104; s. 17, ch. 77-108; s. 4, ch. 78-323; ss. 4, 5, 6, ch. 81-297; s. 2, ch. 81-318; s. 1, ch. 82-
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46; ss. 17, 24, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; s. 7, ch. 85-75; s. 95, ch. 92-291; ss. 23, 44, 45, ch. 93-168; s. 2, ch. 97-93; s. 75, ch. 97-

102; s. 38, ch. 97-307; s. 13, ch. 2000-272; s. 18, ch. 2012-204. 

Note.- Formers. 603.21. 

616.22 Exhibit buildings; matching funds for construction or repair. -In the construction or 

repair of buildings as authorized by any annual appropriation, the money to be expended therefor from 

the appropriation shall be matched in an equal amount by the county, municipality, or fair association 

for which the buildings are to be constructed or repaired. The amount to be paid by the county, 

municipality, or fair association for the construction or repair shall be made available before the 

construction or repair is begun. In no event may an amount greater than $25,000 be expended from the 

appropriation for the construction or repair of exhibit buildings for any one county, municipality, or fair 

association, from funds appropriated for that purpose; however, any amount not greater than $25,000 

may be expended from the appropriation for the construction or repair of exhibit buildings for any one 

county, municipality, or fair association from the unexpended balance of any appropriation regardless of 

the amount previously expended under any other legislative appropriation for that one county, 

municipality, or fair association. 
History.-s. 3, ch. 29832, 1955; s. 2, ch. 59-367; s. 3, ch. 63-393; s. 207, ch. 77-104; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 18, 25, 26, ch. 83· 

239; ss. 24, 44, ch. 93-168. 

Note.- Formers. 603.22. 

616.23 Use of buildings.-The buildings authorized by ss. 616.21-616.23 may be used by the 

county, municipality, or fair association for public fair or exposition purposes. These buildings may be 

used as office space for agricultural agents; however, no more than 20 percent of the buildings may be 

so used. 
History.-s. 4, ch. 29832, 1955; s. 3, ch. 59-367; s. 4, ch. 63-393; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 19, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 25, 44, ch. 

93-168; s. 19, ch. 2012-204. 

Note.-Formers. 603.23. 

616.24 Enforcement.-

(1) The department shall administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter and the rules adopted 

pursuant thereto. 

(2) It is the duty of each state attorney, law enforcement officer as defined by chapter 943, and 

other appropriate county or municipal officer to enforce this chapter and the rules adopted pursuant 

thereto and to assist the department and its inspectors and agents in the enforcement of this chapter 

and the rules adopted pursuant thereto. 

(3) The department may commence and maintain any necessary and proper action for the following 

purposes: 

(a) To enforce this chapter and the rules adopted pursuant thereto. 

(b) To seek to enjoin any violation of this chapter or any rule adopted pursuant thereto. The circuit 

court may, after a hearing and for good cause shown, temporarily or permanently enjoin any person 

from violating this chapter or any rule adopted pursuant thereto or failing to comply with the 

requirements of this chapter or any rule adopted pursuant thereto. 
History.-ss. 2, 26, ch. 83-239; s. 96, ch. 92-291; ss. 42, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 20, ch. 2012·204. 

Note.- Formers. 616.28. 

PART II 
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616.241 Trade standards for operation at public fairs and expositions.-Trade standards for the 

operation of shows or games in connection with public fairs and expositions are as follows: 

(1) APPROVAL OF SHOWS.-The approval of all shows will be left to the discretion of the fair 

management. 

(2) WALK-THROUGH SHOW.-When donations are accepted, a sign to that effect shall be plainly 

posted at the entrance to the show. 

(3) SPECIFICATIONS FOR TICKET OR CHANGE BOOTH.-The counter of the ticket or change booth 

patronized by children may not be more than 4 feet above the ground. 

(4) PROTECTION TO FAIR PATRONS.-In order to provide adequate protection to fair patrons, for any 

motor dome show or any other similar show, in which equipment is used as a ballyhoo or for any other 

purpose, there shall be a barrier, guardrail, or chain of sufficient strength or height to prevent any 

equipment out of control from leaving the platform. 

(5) GAME REGULATIONS.-The operator of a game at any public fair or exposition, before and during 

operation, must have and keep in a conspicuous place a sign stating the cost of a play and an 

explanation of how the game is played. The lettering on signs shall be plain and may not be less than 2 

inches in height. Signs or placards shall be of permanent material so they can be used from one fair to 

the next. The game shall be closed until compliance with the regulation is provided. 

(6) CAPITAL PRIZE.-Prizes shall be left to the discretion of the fair management; however, a capital 

prize must be given. No operator is permitted to display merchandise of any type which is not one of the 

prizes possible to be won. Each prize shall be so marked that any player may know in advance what is 

required to win any one of the prizes displayed. No flash display is permitted. 

(7) OPERATORS OF GAMES REGULATED.-The operator of a game must work inside of the concession 

at all times except in a concession for which the operator has secured permission from the management 

to work on the outside, not over 4 feet from the barrier and only in front of the operator's own game. 

(8) FALSE ADVERTISING.-False advertising by banner or word-of-mouth or otherwise is prohibited. 

(9) VIOLATIONS; REPORTING.-Florida law forbids lotteries, gambling, raffles, and other games of 

chance at community, county, district, state, regional, or interstate fairs and specialized shows. 

Enforcement is the responsibility of local boards and authorities. 

(10) PARTICULAR GAMES.-The department shall prescribe by rule the particular games which may 

be exhibited at a public fair or exposition. Such rules shall include the operating standards and 

procedures to be used for all authorized games. 

(11) CONCESSIONAIRES GENERALLY.-All concessionaires are prohibited from exhibiting at any public 

fair or exposition any game which has not been authorized by rule of the department. 
History.-s. 6, ch. 63-247; ss. 1-3, ch. 67-491; ss. 14, 35, ch. 69-106; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 9, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; s. 5, ch. 85-

63; s. 1, ch. 86-164; s. 1, ch. 89-111; s. 5, ch. 91-178; s. 93, ch. 92-291; ss. 12, 44, ch. 93-168. 

Note.- Formers. 616.091. 

616.242 Safety standards for amusement rides.-

(1) OWNER RESPONSIBILITY.-The owner of an amusement ride, and each amusement ride, must 

meet at all times the requirements of this section and any rules adopted thereunder. 
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(2) SCOPE.-This section applies to all amusement rides within this state unless exempt under 

subsection (10). 

(3) DEFINITIONS.-As used in this section, the term: 

(a) "Amusement ride" means any building, structure, or mechanical device or combination thereof 

through which a patron moves, walks, or is carried or conveyed on, along, around, over, or through a 

fixed or restricted course or within a defined area for the purpose of giving its patrons amusement, 

pleasure, thrills, or excitement. 

(b) "Annual permit" means the United States Amusement Identification Number and the numbered 

and dated decal issued by the department, which signify that the amusement ride has been permitted 

by the department. 

(c) "Bungy operation" means an amusement ride which utilizes as a component a bungy cord which 

is an elastic rope made of rubber, latex, or other elastic type materials whether natural or synthetic. 

(d) "Go-kart" means an amusement ride vehicle controlled or driven by patrons specifically designed 

for and run on a fixed course. 

(e) "Inspection certificate" means the document issued by the department, which indicates that the 

amusement ride has undergone a recurring inspection by the department as required by this section. 

(f) "Kiddie ride" means an amusement ride designed primarily for use by patrons up to 12 years of 

age. 

(g) "Kiddie train" means a train designed as a kiddie ride which is operated on a flat surface or flat 

track, carries no more than 14 patrons, and does not exceed a speed of 3 miles per hour. 

(h) "Major modification" means any change in either the structural or operational characteristics of 

the amusement ride which will alter its performance from that specified in the manufacturer's design 

criteria. 

(i) "Manager" means a person having possession, custody, or managerial control of an amusement 

ride, whether as owner, lessee, agent, operator, attendant, or otherwise. 

(j) "Nondestructive testing" is the development and application of technical methods, including, but 

not limited to, radiographic, magnetic particle, ultrasonic, liquid penetrant, electromagnetic, neutron 

radiographic, acoustic emission, visual, and leak testing to examine materials or components in ways 

that do not impair their future usefulness and serviceability in order to detect, locate, measure, and 

evaluate discontinuities, defects, and other imperfections; to assess integrity, properties, and 

composition; and to measure geometrical characters. 

(k) "Owner" means the person exercising ultimate dominion and control over an amusement ride. 

(l) "Patron" means any person who is in the immediate vicinity of an amusement ride, getting on or 

off, or entering or exiting an amusement ride, or using an amusement ride. The term does not include 

employees, agents, or servants of the owner while they are engaged in the duties of their employment. 

(m) "Permanent amusement ride" means an amusement ride that is not regularly relocated. 

(n) "Permanent facility" means a location or place from which amusement rides are not regularly 

relocated and at which such rides operate as a lasting part of the premises. 

(o) "Private event" means an event that is not open to the general public and where no admission is 

charged. 

(p) "Professional engineer" means a person who holds a valid license as a professional engineer 

issued by the Department of Business and Professional Regulation or by an equivalent licensing body in 

another state. 
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(q) "Qualified inspector" means an employee or agent of an insurance underwriter of an amusement 

ride who documents to the department in a manner established by rule of the department the following 

qualifications: 

1. A minimum of 5 years experience in the amusement ride field, at least 2 years of which were 

involved in actual amusement ride inspection with a manufacturer, government agency, park, carnival, 

or insurance underwriter; 

2. The completion of 32 hours per year of continuing education at a school approved by rule of the 

department, which includes inservice industry or manufacturer updates and seminars; and 

3. At least 80 hours of formal education during the past 5 years from a school approved by rule of 

the department for amusement ride safety. Nondestructive-testing training, as determined by rule of 

the department, may be substituted for up to one-half of the 80 hours of education. 

(r) "Simulator" means any amusement ride that is a self-contained unit requiring little or no 

assembly and that uses a motion picture simulation, along with a mechanical movement, to simulate 

activities that provide amusement or excitement for the patron. 

(s) "Temporary amusement ride" means an amusement ride that is regularly relocated, with or 

without disassembly. 

(t) "Water park" means a permanent facility with one or more amusement rides that totally or 

partially immerse a patron in water. 

(4) ADOPTION OF STANDARDS; RULES.-

(a) The department shall adopt by rule standards for amusement rides which are the same as or 

similar to the following national standards: 

1. American Society for Testing and Materials Committee F-24 Standards on Amusement Rides and 

Devices. 

2. National Electric Code Handbook, Article 525. 

3. National Fire Protection Code 101 (chapters 8-4.6 and 9-4.6). 

4. ASTM Standards: E543 Practice for Determining the Qualification of Nondestructive Testing 

Agencies. 

5. ASNT Document Recommended Practice SNT-TC-1A Personnel Qualification and Certification in 

Nondestructive Testing. 

(b) The department may adopt rules necessary to effectuate the statutory duties of the department 

in the interest of public health, safety, and welfare and to promote patron safety in the design, 

construction, assembly, disassembly, maintenance, and operation of amusement rides in this state. 

(c) The Legislature finds that go-karts, amusement rides at water parks, and bungy operations are 

amusement rides that, because of their unique nature, pose safety risks to patrons distinct from other 

amusement rides. Therefore, the department shall adopt rules regulating their safe use and operation 

and establish safety standards and inspection requirements in addition to those required by this section 

or other rule of the department. 

(d) The Legislature finds that, as a result of accidents or other unforeseen events, circumstances 

may arise requiring additional safety standards for the protection of patrons of amusement rides, and 

therefore the department may adopt rules to address the circumstances that may arise following an 

accident or unforeseen event. 

(5) ANNUAL PERMIT.-

(a) An amusement ride may not be operated without a current annual permit. 

(b) To apply for an annual permit an owner must submit to the department a written application on 

a form prescribed by rule of the department, which must include the following: 
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1. The legal name, address, and primary place of business of the owner. 

2. A description, manufacturer's name, serial number, model number and, if previously assigned, 

the United States Amusement Identification Number of the amusement ride. 

3. A valid certificate of insurance or bond for each amusement ride. 

4. An affidavit of compliance that the amusement ride was inspected in person by the affiant and 

that the amusement ride is in general conformance with the requirements of this section and all 

applicable rules adopted by the department. The affidavit must be executed by a professional engineer 

or a qualified inspector no earlier than 60 days before, but not later than, the date of the filing of the 

application with the department. The owner shall request inspection and permitting of the amusement 

ride within 60 days of the date of filing the application with the department. The department shall 

inspect and permit the amusement ride within 60 days after filing the application with the department. 

5. If required by subsection (6), an affidavit of nondestructive testing dated and executed no earlier 

than 60 days prior to, but not later than, the date of the filing of the application with the department. 

The owner shall request inspection and permitting of the amusement ride within 60 days of the date of 

filing the application with the department. The department shall inspect and permit the amusement 

ride within 60 days after filing the application with the department. 

6. A request for inspection. 

7. Upon request, the owner shall, at no cost to the department, provide the department a copy of 

the manufacturer's current recommended operating instructions in the possession of the owner, the 

owner's operating fact sheet, and any written bulletins in the possession of the owner concerning the 

safety, operation, or maintenance of the amusement ride. 

(c) An annual permit must be issued by the department to the owner of an amusement ride when a 

completed application has been received, the amusement ride has passed the department's inspection, 

and all applicable fees, as set by rule of the department, have been paid. 

(d) The annual permit is valid for 1 year from the date of issue and is not transferable. 

(e) The annual permit must be displayed on the amusement ride in a place visible to patrons of the 

amusement ride. 

(f) Each go-kart track at the same permanent facility is considered a separate amusement ride. 

(g) Amusement rides at water parks which operate from the same deck or level are considered one 

amusement ride. 

(6) NONDESTRUCTIVE TESTING; AFFIDAVIT; EXEMPTIONS.-

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (d), an owner may not operate an amusement ride unless the 

owner has at all times a current affidavit of nondestructive testing from a professional engineer or 

qualified inspector that the amusement ride has undergone nondestructive testing for metal fatigue at 

least annually. The nondestructive testing for metal fatigue must be conducted more often than 

annually, if required by any rule adopted under this section, by the manufacturer of the amusement ride 

or by the professional engineer or qualified inspector executing the affidavit of nondestructive testing. 

The nondestructive testing for metal fatigue must consist at least of visual nondestructive testing; in 

addition, nonvisual nondestructive testing for metal fatigue must be conducted on the components of 

the amusement ride as required by any rule adopted under this section, by the manufacturer of the 

amusement ride, or by the professional engineer or qualified inspector executing the affidavit of 

nondestructive testing. 

(b) Nondestructive testings must be performed by a technidan who meets the requirements of 

subparagraphs (4)(a)4. and 5. 

(c) An affidavit of nondestructive testing must state: 
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1. That the amusement ride was inspected in person by the affiant. 

2. That all nondestructive testing requirements are current. 

3. That the nondestructive testing was performed by a qualified nondestructive testing technician. 

4. The components of the amusement ride for which the manufacturer has recommended or 

required nondestructive testing. 

5. The type of nondestructive testing required or recommended by the manufacturer. 

6. The frequency of the nondestructive testing required or recommended by the manufacturer. 

7. The components of the amusement ride for which the affiant has recommended or required 

nondestructive testing. 

8. The type of nondestructive testing required or recommended by the affiant. 

9. The frequency of the nondestructive testing as required or recommended by the affiant. 

10. That visual nondestructive testing is adequate for the amusement ride to be in general 

conformance with the requirements of this section, and all applicable rules, if only visual nondestructive 

testing is required or recommended by either the manufacturer or the affiant. 

(d) Nondestructive testing is not required for fun houses, houses of mirrors, haunted houses, mazes, 

wave pools, wave-making devices, kiddie pools, slides that are fully supported by an earthen mound, 

nonmotorized playground equipment that requires a manager, or lazy-river-type nonmotorized floating 

carriers propelled by water. 

(7) DEPARTMENT INSPECTIONS.-

(a) In order to obtain an annual permit, an amusement ride must be inspected by the department in 

accordance with subsection (11) and receive an inspection certificate. In addition, each permanent 

amusement ride must be inspected semiannually by the department in accordance with subsection (11) 

and receive an inspection certificate, and each temporary amusement ride must be inspected by the 

department in accordance with subsection (11 ), and must receive an inspection certificate each time 

the ride is set up or moved to a new location in this state unless the temporary amusement ride is: 

1. Used at a private event; 

2. A simulator, the capacity of which does not exceed 16 persons; or 

3. A kiddie ride used at a public event, provided that there are no more than three amusement rides 

at the event, none of the kiddie rides at the event exceeds a capacity of 12 persons, and the ride has an 

inspection certificate that was issued within the preceding 6 months. The capacity of a kiddie ride shall 

be determined by rule of the department, unless the capacity of the ride has been determined and 

specified by the manufacturer. Any owner of a kiddie ride operating under this exemption is responsible 

for ensuring that no more than three amusement rides are operated at the event. 

(b) To obtain a department inspection for an amusement ride, the owner must submit to the 

department on a form prescribed by rule of the department a written Request for Inspection. The owner 

must provide the following information to the department: 

1. The legal name, address, and primary place of business of the owner. 

2. A description, manufacturer's name, serial number, model number, and the United States 

Amusement Identification Number, if previously assigned, of the amusement ride. 

3. For a temporary amusement ride, for each time the amusement ride is set up or moved to a new 

location, the date of first intended use at the new location and the address or a description of the new 

location. 

(c) For permanent amusement rides, the request for inspection must be received by the department 

at least 15 days before the owner's planned opening date or at least 15 days before the expiration of 

the prior inspection certificate. If the request for inspection is received less than 15 days before the 

http:/ /www.leg.state.fl. us/Statutes/index.cfm? App _mode= Display Statute&... 1/22/2013 



Statutes & Constitution :View Statutes : Online Sunshine Page 18 of28 

owner's planned opening date or less than 15 days before the expiration of the prior inspection 

certificate, the department may nevertheless inspect the amusement ride and charge a late fee, as set 

by rule of the department. 

(d) For temporary amusement rides, the request for inspection must be received by the department 

for each time the amusement ride is set up or moved to a new location at least 14 days before the date 

of first intended use at the new location. If the request for inspection is received less than 14 days 

before the date of first intended use at the new location, the department may nevertheless inspect the 

amusement ride and charge a late fee, as set by rule of the department. 

(e) Inspections will be assigned on a first come, first served basis, and overflow requests will be 

scheduled on the closest date to the date for which the inspection was requested. 

(f) Upon failure of an amusement ride to pass any department inspection, the owner may request 

reinspection which shall be submitted in writing to the department on a form prescribed by rule of the 

department. The department shall reinspect the amusement ride as soon as practical following receipt 

of the written request for reinspection and any applicable reinspection fees set by rule of the 

department. Inspections will be assigned on a first come, first served basis, and the overflow requests 

will be scheduled on the closest date to the date for which the inspection was requested. 

(g) If the amusement ride passes inspection and the owner pays the applicable fee set by rule of the 

department, the department shall issue an inspection certificate on a form prescribed by rule of the 

department. 

(h) The inspection certificate must contain the date of inspection, the site of the inspection, and 

the name of the inspector. 

(i) The inspection certificate is valid only for the site stated on the inspection certificate. The 

inspection certificate is valid for a period of not more than 6 months from the date of issuance, and is 

not transferable. 

(j) The inspection certificate must be displayed on the amusement ride at a place readily visible to 

patrons of the amusement ride. 

(k) If the owner fails to timely cancel a Request for Inspection, requests holiday or weekend 

inspections, or is required to have a replacement USAID plate issued by the department, the owner may 

be charged an appropriate fee to be set by rule of the department. 

(8) FEES.-

(a) The department shall by rule establish fees to cover the costs and expenditures associated with 

the fair rides inspection program, including all direct and indirect costs. If there is not sufficient general 

revenue appropriated by the Legislature, the industry shall pay for the remaining cost of the program. 

The fees must be deposited in the General Inspection Trust Fund. 

(b) Any owner of an amusement ride who has not paid all the fees required under this section or who 

has any unpaid fine outstanding under this section may not operate any amusement ride in this state 

until the fees and fines have been paid to the department. 

(9) INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS.-

(a) An owner may not operate an amusement ride unless the owner has in effect at all times of 

operation insurance meeting the following requirements: 

1. An insurance policy in an amount of not less than $1 million per occurrence, $1 million in the 

aggregate, which insures the owner of the amusement ride against liability for injury to persons arising 

out of the use of the amusement ride; or 

2. A bond in a like amount; however, the aggregate liability of the surety under the bond may not 

exceed the face amount thereof. 
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(b) The policy or bond must be procured from an insurer or surety that is licensed to transact 

business in this state or that is approved as a surplus lines insurer. 

(c) The insurance requirements imposed under this subsection do not apply to a governmental entity 

that is covered by the provisions of s. 768.28(16). 

(1 0) EXEMPTIONS.-

(a) This section does not apply to: 

1. Permanent facilities that employ at least 1,000 full-time employees and that maintain full-time, 

in-house safety inspectors. Furthermore, the permanent facilities must file an affidavit of the annual 

inspection with the department, on a form prescribed by rule of the department. Additionally, the 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services may consult annually with the permanent facilities 

regarding industry safety programs. 

2. Any playground operated by a school, local government, or business licensed under chapter 509, 

if the playground is an incidental amenity and the operating entity is not primarily engaged in providing 

amusement, pleasure, thrills, or excitement. 

3. Museums or other institutions principally devoted to the exhibition of products of agriculture, 

industry, education, science, religion, or the arts. 

4. Conventions or trade shows for the sale or exhibit of amusement rides if there are a minimum of 

15 amusement rides on display or exhibition, and if any operation of such amusement rides is limited to 

the registered attendees of the convention or trade show. 

5. Skating rinks, arcades, lazer or paint ball war games, bowling alleys, miniature golf courses, 

mechanical bulls, inflatable rides, trampolines, ball crawls, exercise equipment, jet skis, paddle boats, 

airboats, helicopters, airplanes, parasails, hot air or helium balloons whether tethered or untethered, 

theatres, batting cages, stationary spring-mounted fixtures, rider-propelled merry-go-rounds, games, 

side shows, live animal rides, or live animal shows. 

6. Go-karts operated in competitive sporting events if participation is not open to the public. 

7. Nonmotorized playground equipment that is not required to have a manager. 

8. Coin-actuated amusement rides designed to be operated by depositing coins, tokens, credit cards, 

debit cards, bills, or other cash money and which are not required to have a manager, and which have a 

capacity of six persons or less. 

9. Facilities described ins. 549.09(1 )(a) when such facilities are operating cars, trucks, or 

motorcycles only. 

10. Battery-powered cars or other vehicles that are designed to be operated by children 7 years of 

age or under and that cannot exceed a speed of 4 miles per hour. 

11. Mechanically driven vehicles that pull train cars, carts, wagons, or other similar vehicles, that 

are not confined to a metal track or confined to an area but are steered by an operator and do not 

exceed a speed of 4 miles per hour. 

(b) The department may, by rule, establish exemptions from this section for nonmotorized or human 

-powered amusement rides or coin-actuated amusement rides. 

( 11) INSPECTION STANDARDS. -An amusement ride must conform to and must be inspected by the 

department in accordance with the following standards: 

(a) All mechanical, structural, and electrical components that affect patron safety must be in good 

working order. 

(b) All control devices, speed-limiting devices, brakes, and safety equipment designated by the 

manufacturer must be in good working order. 
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(c) Parts must be properly aligned, and they may not be bent, distorted, cut, or otherwise injured to 

force a fit. Parts requiring lubrication must be lubricated in the course of assembly. Fastening and 

locking devices must be installed where required for safe operation. 

(d) Before being used by the public, an amusement ride must be placed or secured with blocking, 

cribbing, outriggers, guys, or other means so as to be stable under all operating conditions. 

(e) Areas in which patrons may be endangered by the operation of an amusement ride must be 

fenced, barricaded, or otherwise effectively guarded against inadvertent contact. 

(f) Machinery used in or with an amusement ride must be enclosed, barricaded, or otherwise 

effectively guarded against inadvertent contact. 

(g) An amusement ride powered so as to be capable of exceeding its maximum safe operating speed 

must be provided with a maximum-speed-limiting device. 

(h) The interior and exterior parts of all patron-carrying amusement rides with which a patron may 

come in contact must be smooth and rounded and free from sharp, rough, or splintered edges and 

corners, with no projecting studs, bolts, screws, or other projections which might cause injury. 

(i) Signs that advise or warn patrons of age restrictions, size restrictions, health restrictions, weight 

limitations, or any other special consideration or use restrictions required or recommended for the 

amusement ride by the manufacturer shall be prominently displayed at the patron entrance of each 

amusement ride. 

(j) All amusement rides must comply with this section and the rules adopted hereunder. 

(12) MAJOR MODIFICATION.-After an amusement ride has undergone a major modification, and prior 

to the time it is placed in operation, a professional engineer licensed by the state in which the 

certification is performed must certify that the amusement ride is in compliance with this section and 

all rules adopted pursuant thereto. 

(13) ENTRY FOR INSPECTION OR INVESTIGATION.-Upon presentation of identification, an authorized 

employee of the department may enter unannounced and inspect amusement rides at any time and in a 

reasonable manner and has the right to question any owner or manager; to inspect, investigate, 

photograph, and sample all pertinent places, areas, and devices; and to conduct or have conducted all 

appropriate tests including nondestructive testing. The department may impose fees for unannounced 

inspections and recover the cost of tests authorized by this subsection. 

(14) REPORTING AND INVESTIGATION OF ACCIDENTS AND DEFECTS; IMPOUNDMENTS.-

(a) Any accident of which the owner or manager has knowledge or, through the exercise of 

reasonable diligence should have knowledge, and for which a patron is transported to a hospital, as 

defined in chapter 395, must be reported by the owner or manager to the department by telephone 

within 4 hours after the occurrence of the accident and must be followed up by a written report to the 

department within 24 hours after the occurrence of the accident. 

(b) Any mechanical, structural, or electrical defects affecting patron safety for which an amusement 

ride is closed to patron use for more than 4 hours must be reported by the owner or manager to the 

department by telephone or facsimile within 8 hours after the closing of the ride. A written report of 

the closing of the ride, on a form prescribed by rule of the department, must be filed by the owner or 

manager with the department within 24 hours after the closing of the amusement ride. 

(c) The department may impound an amusement ride involved in an accident for which a patron is 

transported to a hospital as defined in chapter 395 or which has a mechanical, structural, or electrical 

defect affecting patron safety, and may impound any other amusement ride of a similar make and 

model, and may perform all necessary tests to determine the cause of the accident or the mechanical, 

structural, or electrical defect, or to determine the safety of the amusement ride and any other 
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amusement ride of a similar make and model. The cost of impounding the amusement ride and 

performing the necessary tests must be borne by the owner of the amusement ride. 

(15) INSPECTION BY OWNER OR MANAGER.-Prior to opening on each day of operation and prior to 

any inspection by the department, the owner or manager of an amusement ride must inspect and test 

the amusement ride to ensure compliance with all requirements of this section. Each inspection must be 

recorded on a form prescribed by rule of the department and signed by the person who conducted the 

inspection. Inspection records of the last 14 daily inspections must be kept on site by the owner or 

manager and made immediately available to the department upon request. 

(16) TRAINING OF EMPLOYEES.-The owner or manager of any amusement ride shall maintain a 

record of employee training for each employee authorized to operate, assemble, disassemble, transport, 

or conduct maintenance on an amusement ride, on a form prescribed by rule of the department. The 

training record must be kept on site by the owner or manager and made immediately available to the 

department upon request. Training may not be conducted when an amusement ride is open to the public 

unless the training is conducted under the supervision of an employee who is trained in the operation of 

that ride. The owner or manager shall certify that each employee is trained, as required by this section 

and any rules adopted thereunder, on the amusement ride for which the employee is responsible. 

(17) PROHIBITIONS RELATED TO BUNGY OPERATIONS.-The following bungy operations are 

prohibited: 

(a) A bungy operation conducted with balloons, blimps, helicopters, or other aircraft. 

(b) Sand bagging, which is the practice of holding onto any object, including another person, while 

bungy jumping, for the purpose of exerting more force on the bungy cord to stretch it further, and then 

releasing the object during the jump causing the jumper to rebound with more force than could be 

created by the jumper's weight alone. 

(c) Tandem or multiple bungy jumping. 

(d) Bungy jumping from any bridge, overpass, or any other structure not specifically designed as an 

amusement ride. 

(e) The practice of bungy catapulting or reverse bungy jumping. 

(18) IMMEDIATE FINAL ORDERS.-

(a) An amusement ride that fails to meet the requirements of this section or pass the inspections 

required by this section, or an amusement ride that is involved in an accident for which a patron is 

transported to a hospital as defined in chapter 395, or an amusement ride that has a mechanical, 

structural, or electrical defect that affects patron safety may be considered an immediate serious 

danger to public health, safety, and welfare and, upon issuance of an immediate final order prohibiting 

patron use of the ride, may not be operated for patron use until it has passed a subsequent inspection 

by or at the direction of the department. 

(b) An amusement ride of a similar make and model to an amusement ride described in paragraph 

(a) may be considered an immediate serious danger to the public health, safety, and welfare and, upon 

issuance of an immediate final order prohibiting patron use of the ride, may not be operated for patron 

use until it has passed a subsequent inspection by or at the direction of the department. 

(19) ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES.-

(a) The department may deny, suspend for a period not to exceed 1 year, or revoke any permit or 

inspection certificate. In addition to denial, suspension, or revocation, the department may impose an 

administrative fine of up to $2,500 per violation, per day, against the owner of the amusement ride if it 

finds that: 

1 . An amusement ride has operated or is operating: 
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a. With a mechanical, structural, or electrical defect that affects patron safety, of which the owner 

or manager has knowledge, or, through the exercise of reasonable diligence, should have knowledge; 

b. In a manner or circumstance that presents a risk of serious injury to patrons; 

c. At a speed in excess of its maximum safe operating speed; 

d. In violation of this section or any rule adopted under this section; or 

e. In violation of any order of the department or order of any court. 

2. Any manager in the course of his or her duties is under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 

(b) The department shall, in its order suspending a permit or inspection certificate, specify the 

period during which the suspension is effective; but such period may not exceed 1 year. The permit or 

inspection certificate shall remain suspended during the period so specified, subject, however, to any 

rescission or modification of the order by the department, or modification or reversal thereof by the 

court, prior to expiration of the suspension period. 

(c) The owner of an amusement ride, if the permit or inspection certificate for the amusement ride 

has been revoked by the department, may not apply for another permit or inspection certificate for the 

amusement ride within 2 years after the date of such revocation. If judicial review is sought and a stay 

of the revocation is obtained, the owner may not apply for another permit or inspection certificate 

within 2 years after the final order of the court sustaining the revocation. 

(d) During the period of suspension or revocation of a permit or inspection certificate, the owner 

may not engage in or attempt to engage in any operation of the amusement ride for which a permit or 

inspection certificate is required under this section. 

(e) When a suspension period imposed by the department has expired, an owner whose annual 

permit or inspection certificate has expired may reapply for a new permit or inspection certificate by 

submitting a complete application to the department. 

(f) In addition to the remedies provided in this section, and notwithstanding the existence of any 

adequate remedy at law, the department may bring an action to enjoin the violation of any provision of 

this section, or rules adopted under this section, in the circuit court of the county in which the violation 

occurs or is about to occur. Upon competent and substantial evidence presented by the department to 

the court of the violation or threatened violation, the court must immediately issue the temporary or 

permanent injunction sought by the department. The injunction must be issued without bond. 

(g) In addition to the penalties authorized to be imposed for any violation of this section or any rule 

adopted under this section, the department may issue a letter of warning to the owner of the 

amusement ride specifying the violation and directing the owner to immediately correct the violation. 

(h) Any person who knowingly violates any provision of this section commits a misdemeanor of the 

second degree, punishable as provided ins. n5.082 or s. n5.083. 
History.-ss. 91, 92, ch. 92·291; ss. 13, 46, ch. 93·168; s. 3, ch. 94·297; s. 1, ch. 98·133; s. 22, ch. 99-391; s. 80, ch. 2000· 

154; s. 34, ch. 2000-308; s. 36, ch. 2001·279; s. 43, ch. 2002·295; s. 13, ch. 2006-165; s. 9, ch. 2006·172; s. 43, ch. 2012·67. 

Note.- Formers. 616.0915. 

PART Ill 

FLORIDA STATE FAIR AUTHORITY 

616.251 Florida State Fair Authority; creation; responsibility for staging annual state fair. 

616.252 Florida State Fair Authority; membership; number, terms, compensation. 

616.253 Florida State Fair Authority; officers; quorum. 

616.254 Authority of Florida State Fair Authority to sue and be a party to suits. 

616.255 Duties of authority; Florida State Fairgrounds. 
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616.256 Powers of authority. 

616.257 Issuance of revenue bonds by authority. 

616.258 Revenues from projects of authority. 

616.259 Revenues of authority; trust funds. 

616.260 Tax exemption of authority. 

616.261 Finances of Florida State Fair. 
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616.262 Conveyance by the authority; option to acquire by Board of Trustees of Internal Improvement 

Trust Fund. 

616.263 Annual reports of authority. 

616.265 Issuance of beverage license to the authority. 

616.251 Florida State Fair Authority; creation; responsibility for staging annual state fair.-

(1) There is created and constituted the "Florida State Fair Authority," a public body corporate and 

politic, for the purposes and with the powers set forth in this part. Such instrumentality, hereinafter 

referred to as "the authority," shall have perpetual succession. For the purposes of implementing the 

intent of this part, the authority shall be considered an instrumentality of the state, subject to the 

jurisdiction of the state. Any conflict with respect to that jurisdiction will be resolved by the authority 

and respective state agencies. 

(2) The authority shall operate under the supervision of the Commissioner of Agriculture, which 

supervision may include, but is not limited to, assisting, advising, and making recommendations 

regarding the financing and operation of the authority. In assisting and advising the authority, the 

Commissioner of Agriculture may make appropriate staff of the department available to the authority. 

(3) The authority is charged with the responsibility of staging an annual fair to serve the entire 

state. Cash premiums or awards may be given to exhibitors. 

(4) The principal offices of the authority shall be in such place or places in or near the City of Tampa 

as the authority may from time to time designate. 
History.-ss. 1, 5, ch. 74-322; s. 4, ch. 78-323; ss. 1, 5, 6, ch. 81-81; s. 2, ch. 81-318; s. 1, ch. 82-46; ss. 20, 24, 25, 26, ch. 

83-239; s. 8, ch. 85-62; ss. 26, 45, ch. 93·168; s. 26, ch. 96-231. 

616.252 Florida State Fair Authority; membership; number, terms, compensation.-

(1 )(a) The authority shall be composed of 22 members. The Commissioner of Agriculture, or her or 

his designee, shall serve as a voting member. There shall also be a member who is the member of the 

Board of County Commissioners of Hillsborough County representing the county commission district in 

which the Florida State Fairgrounds is located, who shall serve as a voting member. There shall also be 

an appointed youth member who is an active member of the Florida Future Farmers of America or a 4-H 

Club, who shall serve as a nonvoting member. The Commissioner of Agriculture shall appoint each other 

member of the authority. Each member appointed by the Commissioner of Agriculture shall serve at the 

pleasure of the Commissioner of Agriculture. The term of each member appointed by the Commissioner 

of Agriculture shall be 4 years, but the term of the nonvoting youth member shall be for 1 year. 

Members may be appointed for more than one term. Any vacancy shall be filled for the remainder of the 

unexpired term pursuant to the method provided in this section for appointment. Six of the members 

may be from Hillsborough County. The Commissioner of Agriculture shall appoint and set the 

compensation of an executive director. The executive director shall serve at the pleasure of the 

Commissioner of Agriculture. 

(b) Members of the authority may be persons who are or have been directors or officers of a fair 

association or who have otherwise actively participated in conducting a public fair, festival, show, 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.efm?App~mode=Display_Statute&... 1122/2013 



Statutes & Constitution :View Statutes: Online Sunshine Page 24 of28 

exposition, or similar activity. Holding a commission as a member of another board or authority does not 

render a person ineligible to serve as a member of the fair authority so long as the common-law rule of 

incompatibility does not prohibit holding both commissions. 

(2) The authority shall meet at the call of its chair, at the request of a majority of its membership, 

at the request of the Commissioner of Agriculture, or at such times as may be prescribed by its rules. 

(3) Members of the authority are not entitled to compensation for their services as members but 

shall be reimbursed by the authority for per diem and travel expenses as provided ins. 112.061. Except 

for the nonvoting youth member, each member may be compensated for any special or full-time service 

performed in the authority's behalf as officers or agents of the authority. 
History.-s. 2, ch. 74-322; s. 1, ch. 78·409; s. 2, ch. 81·81; s. 2, ch. 81·318; ss. 21, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 27, 44, ch. 93· 

168; s. 4, ch. 95-220; s. 13, ch. 95-317; s. 27, ch. 96-231; s. 1715, ch. 97-102; s. 61, ch. 2011-206; s. 52, ch. 2012·190. 

616.253 Florida State Fair Authority; officers; quorum.-The authority shall elect from among 

its members an executive committee to consist of a chair, who shall preside, a vice chair, a secretary, a 

treasurer, and such other officers as the authority may deem necessary or expedient in the performance 

of its functions. The same person may serve both as secretary and treasurer, if thus designated. The 

authority may delegate to any of its members, officers, agents, or employees any of its powers or 

duties, which delegation it deems necessary to fulfill its responsibilities, and shall establish bylaws and 

such rules of conduct and procedure as it may deem necessary to govern its own functioning. A majority 

of the members of the authority shall constitute a quorum. No vacancy in the membership shall impair 

the right of a quorum to exercise all of the powers, functions, and duties of the authority. 
History.-s. 3, ch. 74·322; s. 2, ch. 78-409; s. 3, ch. 81-81; s. 2, ch. 81·318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83·239; ss. 28, 44, ch. 93·168; s. 

5, ch. 95·220; s. 14, ch. 95-317. 

616.254 Authority of Florida State Fair Authority to sue and be a party to suits.-The authority 

may sue and be sued, plead and be impleaded, and complain and defend in all courts of law and equity 

with respect to its contractual rights and obligations and its responsibility to carry out its proper 

purposes and functions. 
History.-s. 4, ch. 74·322; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83·239; ss. 29, 44, ch. 93-168. 

616.255 Duties of authority; Florida State Fairgrounds.-The authority shall: 

(1) Designate a suitable location in Hillsborough County as the Florida State Fairgrounds. 

(2) Throughout each year, promote the progress of the state and stimulate public interest in the 

advantages and development of the state by providing facilities for agricultural and industrial 

exhibitions, public gatherings, cultural activities, and other functions intended to advance the 

educational, physical, economic, and cultural interests of the public. It is the intent of the Legislature 

that the authority, when contracting for concessions at functions held pursuant to this subsection, give 

consideration to increasing the number of concessionaires that are minority businesses. 

(3) Hold an annual fair on the Florida State Fairgrounds for the exhibition of agricultural, industrial, 

mechanical, horticultural, dairy, forestry, poultry, livestock, mineral, cultural, and all other interests of 

the state, and establish rules of exhibition and operation for the fair. The fair shall be subject to the 

requirements of ss. 616.15 and 616.17. 

(4) Erect and repair buildings on the Florida State Fairgrounds, make any and all necessary or proper 

improvements, and generally carry on a program of development and extension of facilities designed to 

accomplish the objectives set forth in this section. 
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(5) Develop and implement a master plan to remedy the infrastructure deficiencies on and 

surrounding the fairgrounds. The deficiencies shall include, but are not limited to, stormwater and 

drainage, internal and external traffic including parking and construction. The development of the plan 

shall include input from Hillsborough County. 
History.-s. 6, ch. 74-322; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 22, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 30, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 28, ch. 96-231. 

616.256 Powers of authority.-

(1) The authority shall have power to: 

(a) Have a seal and alter the same at its pleasure. 

(b) Acquire, hold, lease, and dispose of real and personal property for authorized purposes. 

(c) Own, operate, maintain, repair, and improve its facilities. 

(d) Acquire in its own name by purchase, grant, gift, or lease, on such terms and conditions and in 

such manner as it may deem proper, real and personal property, and acquire, construct, reconstruct, 

improve, alter, repair, maintain, operate, sell, convey, lease, and dispose of any building, structure, or 

facility. 

(e) Employ the executive director appointed by the Commissioner of Agriculture at the 

compensation set by the commissioner. Employ other managers, consulting engineers, architects, 

accountants, inspectors, attorneys, and such other employees as may be deemed necessary and 

prescribe their powers and duties and fix their compensation. 

(f) Accept loans or grants of money, property, or personal services from any agency, corporation, or 

person. 

(g) Make and enter into all contracts or agreements, as the authority may determine, which are 

necessary or incidental to the performance of its duties or the execution of its powers under this part. 

(h) Borrow money for any of its authorized purposes and for expenses incidental thereto, including 

expenses incurred during the period of organization and construction prior to the operation of the 

florida State Fair, and incur obligations with respect to such borrowings, including notes, secured or 

unsecured, and negotiable revenue bonds, as hereinafter provided, payable solely from revenues 

accruing from the operation of the Florida State Fair or any part or parts thereof and from authorized 

activities incidental thereto; pay interest with respect to such borrowings not exceeding the maximum 

allowable by law; provide for the payment of such borrowings and interest as hereinafter provided; fix 

rates and make collections for the use of the facilities and services of the authority; and execute 

mortgages, trust indentures, or other instruments, as may be required for the financing of the 

authorized activities of the authority. 

(i) Engage in any lawful business or activity deemed by it to be necessary, convenient, appropriate, 

or useful in the full exercise of its powers to establish, finance, and operate the Florida State Fair under 

the provisions of this part, including the leasing for revenue of any land, improved real estate, or 

personal property directly related to, or appropriate in connection with, the financing or conduct of the 

Florida State Fair or reserved for its future use or expansion. Within the meaning of this part, any use of 

the property of the authority, real or personal, shall be deemed necessary, convenient, appropriate, or 

useful which stimulates, assists, fosters, and promotes all phases of the economy of the state, including 

agricultural, industrial, commercial, cultural, and recreational pursuits, or which provides revenue to 

the authority from the property, pending its future use for any of the purposes of the state fair. 

(j) Adopt rules pursuant toss. 120. 536(1) and 120.54 to implement provisions of taw conferring 

duties upon it. 
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(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that the authority, when contracting for the acquisition of 

personal property or services pursuant to this section, give consideration to increasing the number of 

contractors that are minority businesses. 
History.-s. 7, ch. 74·322; s. 4, ch. 81-81; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 31, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 6, ch. 95-220; s. 

15, ch. 95-317; s. 29, ch. 96-231; s. 197, ch. 98-200. 

616.257 Issuance of revenue bonds by authority.-

(1) Revenue bonds may be issued on behalf of and at the request of the authority, as provided in the 

State Bond Act. The proceeds of each issue of bonds shall be used solely for the payment of the cost of 

the state fair project or projects for which the bonds were issued, as provided in the proceedings 

authorizing the issuance of the bonds. 

(2) No revenue bonds shall be issued under the provisions of this part unless the authority shall have 

found and determined: 

(a) The estimated cost of the project for which the bonds are proposed to be issued. 

(b) The estimated annual revenues of the project, and of any other special funds provided for in this 

part, which may be pledged as security for the bonds. 

(c) The estimated annual cost of maintaining, repairing, and operating the project. 

(3) Revenue bonds issued under the provisions of this part shall not be deemed to be a debt of the 

state or to pledge the faith and credit or taxing power of the state, but such bonds shall be payable 

exclusively from the funds pledged for their payment as authorized in this part. 

(4) All projects of the authority shall be deemed to be state fixed capital projects within the 

meaning of s. 11, Art. VII of the State Constitution. 
History.-ss. 8, 9, ch. 74-322; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 32, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 30, ch. 96·231. 

616.258 Revenues from projects of authority.-

(1) The authority shall fix and revise from time to time rates, fees, rentals, tolls, or other charges 

for the use of each project or for the services and facilities furnished thereby and charge and collect the 

same. Such rates, fees, rentals, tolls, or other charges shall be so fixed and adjusted, in respect of the 

aggregate of rates, fees, rentals, tolls, or other charges from the project or projects for which bonds are 

issued, as to provide a fund sufficient, together with any other special funds pledged therefor as 

provided in this part, to pay the cost of maintaining, repairing, and operating such project or projects 

and the principal of, and interest on, the revenue bonds as the same shall become due and to provide 

reserves for such purposes, and to make all such other payments required by the proceedings 

authorizing the issuance of such revenue bonds. The rates, fees, rentals, tolls, and other charges shall 

not be subject to supervision or regulations by any state commission, board, bureau, or agency other 

than the authority. 

(2) All, or a sufficient amount of, the revenues derived from a project or projects for which revenue 

bonds have been issued shall be set aside, at such regular intervals as may be provided in the resolution 

authorizing the issuance of the bonds, or in the trust agreement securing them, in a sinking fund for the 

payment of the principal and interest on the bonds as they become due and any premium upon bonds 

retired by call or purchase as therein provided, and for reserves therefor, and to pay the cost of 

maintaining, repairing, and operating the project or projects and of providing reserves therefor, all in 

the order of priority and manner as shall be provided in the resolution or trust agreement. The use and 

disposition of the sinking fund shall be subject to such regulations as may be provided in the resolution 

authorizing the issuance of the bonds or in the trust agreement. 
History.-s. 10, ch. 74-322; s. 1, ch. 77-174; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 33, 44, ch. 93·168. 
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616.259 Revenues of authority; trust funds.- AU moneys received pursuant to the authority of 

this part, whether as proceeds from the sale of revenue bonds or as revenues, shall be deemed to be 

trust funds. Proceeds from the sale of revenue bonds shall be held and applied as provided by law. 

Revenues of the authority shall be held and applied, consistent with law, as provided by resolutions of 

the authority. 
History.-s. 11, ch. 74·322; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 34, 44, ch. 93-168. 

616.260 Tax exemption of authority.-lt is hereby found and determined that all of the projects 

authorized by this part constitute essential governmental purposes, and all of the properties, revenues, 

moneys, and other assets owned and used in the operation of those projects shall be exempt from all 

taxation, including special assessments, by the state or by any county, municipality, political 

subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof. However, nothing in this section shall grant any person 

other than the authority an exemption from the tax imposed in chapter 110, and if property of the 

authority is leased, the property shall be exempt from ad valorem taxation only if the use by the lessee 

qualifies the property for exemption under s. 196.199. The exemption granted by this section shall not 

be applicable to any tax imposed by chapter 210 on interest, income, or profits on debt obligations 

owned by corporations. The property of the authority shall be subject to the provisions of s. 196.199. 
History.-s. 12, ch. 74-322; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 35, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 23, ch. 99-391. 

616.261 Finances of Florida State Fair.-Operation of the Florida State Fair, and custody and 

maintenance of the buildings and grounds, shall be financed from the revenues derived from the state 

fair and other exhibits or events; revenue bonds; lease, rental, or other charges for the use of the 

buildings or grounds; and donations and other available sources of funds or revenues. 
History.-s. 13, ch. 74-322; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 36, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 31, ch. 96-231; s. 20, ch. 96-

420; s. 23, ch. 99-4. 

616.262 Conveyance by the authority; option to acquire by Board of Trustees of Internal 

Improvement Trust Fund.-Any provision of this part to the contrary notwithstanding, no transfer, 

lease, conveyance, or encumbrance of any land or interest therein inconsistent with the development of 

a state fair as provided in this part shall be made without prior approval from the Board of Trustees of 

the Internal Improvement Trust Fund or its successors. Prior to any lawful transfer of title to all or any 

part of the property owned by the authority by any public entity to any private person, individual, 

group, partnership, association, corporation, organization, or other private entity or entities, the board 

of trustees or its successors shall have an option to acquire the subject property without payment of 

consideration. 
History.-s. 14, ch. 74-322; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 37, 44, ch. 93-168. 

616.263 Annual reports of authority.-

(1) The authority shall submit each year, at least 60 days prior to the convening of the Legislature in 

regular session, a comprehensive report to the Commissioner of Agriculture outlining the progress and 

the activities of the authority, including all land bought, leased, acquired, sold, mortgaged, or 

conveyed, and all buildings and improvements erected, in the preceding 11 months and, as 

ascertainable, purchases, leases, acquisitions, sales, mortgages, and conveyances of land, and buildings 

and improvements, proposed for the subsequent 11 months in the year preceding that session. The 

Commissioner of Agriculture shall transmit the report to the Legislature, together with a plan for 
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oversight of the authority, including, but not limited to, program review, goal setting, objectives to be 

achieved, strategies, and any recommendations for legislation. 

(2) The authority shall at all times maintain proper accounting systems and procedures and shall be 

subject to audit by the Auditor General. 
History.-ss. 15, 16, ch. 74-322; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 25, 26, ch. 83·239; ss. 38, 44, ch. 93·168; s. 7, ch. 95-220; s. 16, ch. 

95-317; s. 125, ch. 2001-266. 

616.265 Issuance of beverage license to the authority.-

(1) The Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco of the Department of Business and Professional 

Regulation is authorized, upon application, to issue a beverage license, as contemplated in ss. 561.17 

and 565.02, to the Florida State Fair Authority for use by the authority or by a concessionaire under 

contract with the authority within the Florida State Fairgrounds in Hillsborough County; however, the 

license issued pursuant to this section shall not permit the licensee or its transferee assigns to sell 

alcoholic beverages in sealed containers for consumption off the Florida State Fairgrounds. 

(2) The application for the license authorized in this section shall be made in the name of the 

Florida State Fair Authority, and the applicant shall comply with all applicable provisions of chapter 561 

prior to the issuance of the license in the name of the Florida State Fair Authority. 

(3) The Florida State Fair Authority may transfer the beverage license authorized in this section to a 
concessionaire under contract with the Florida State Fair Authority to furnish alcoholic beverages within 

the Florida State Fairgrounds. The contract with the concessionaire must contain a provision that the 

concessionaire agrees not to discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, or religion. The Florida State 

Fair Authority shall make application for the transfer of the license to the concessionaire, and the 

application shall be approved by the Director of the Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco in 

compliance with the applicable provisions of chapter 561. However, any transfer of the beverage license 

authorized in this section to a concessionaire operating under contract with the Florida State Fair 

Authority shall be on the condition that, if the concession contract is terminated at any time and for any 

cause, the concessionaire shall immediately retransfer the beverage license to the Florida State Fair 

Authority. In the event of the failure or refusal of the concessionaire so to retransfer the beverage 

license, it shall be retransferred to the Florida State Fair Authority upon proper request made in writing 

to the Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco of the Department of Business and Professional 

Regulation. Thereafter, the beverage license may again be transferred upon the same terms and 

conditions to any new concessionaire under contract with the Florida State Fair Authority. It is the 

intent and purpose of this section that the beverage license be at all times the property of the Florida 

State Fair Authority, subject to its transfer, from time to time, to enable the concessionaire under 

contract with the Florida State Fair Authority to furnish alcoholic beverages within the Florida State 

Fairgrounds while operating under the beverage license authorized by this section. 
History.-ss. 1, 2, 3, ch. 77-252; s. 33, ch. 79-11; s. 2, ch. 81-318; ss. 23, 25, 26, ch. 83-239; ss. 39, 44, ch. 93-168; s. 223, 

ch. 94·218; s. 32, ch. 96-231. 
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August 22, 2013 

RobertS. LaSala 
County Administrator 
315 Court Street 
Clearwater, FL 33756 

Dear Mr. LaSala: 

Greater Pinellas Country Fair 
5851 Park Blvd. N. Rm 105 
Pinellas Park, Fl 33781 
Phone 727-800-9880 
Email: Manager@PinellasFair.org 
?em 'Date4 ?H.ud 19 - 23. 2014 

Anyone who has been around Pinellas County for awhile has fond memories of the Pinellas County Fair. 
Most of us attended with school groups and learned ofthe county's rich agricultural heritage. Displays 

representing the cultural diversity and wide array of business and tourism opportunities throughout Pinellas 
County and its 24 municipalities brought us together as one community. Well, everything old is new again. A 

group of dedicated volunteers has formed a fair committee and is planning a rebirth of a genuine old time 

country fair. Can't you smell the fresh baked pie entries? Do you want to be a judge or just enjoy the variety of 
backyard grown chickens? The fair is scheduled for March 191

h through 23rd at England Brothers Park in 

Pinellas Park. 
The group intends to register the name "Greater Pinellas Country Fair," as a not for profit corporation 

and is seeking to obtain charter status through the Florida Federation of Fairs under guidelines provided by the 
Florida State Fair Authority. This official sanctioning will insure the quality of the event and will help provide a 
level of professionalism that will benefit our entire community. While the official charter is not required, the 

Fair Committee believes that it will offer an additional level of supervision and proven guidelines that will help 
make the Greater Pinellas Country Fair a success for years to come. 

The charter application requires approval from the BCC. Enclosed are copies of the charter application 
and the portion of Florida Statutes chapter 616 (616.03, Notice of application; approval and record of charter). 
We are requesting that the item be placed on the Board Agenda for consideration at the earliest possible meeting. 
If you require additional information, I may be reached at (727) 800-9880 or by email at 
marjorieh@tampabay.rr.com. 

Sincerely, 

2tio::~ 
Vice President 

Greater Pinellas Country Fair 


	Next Item: 
	Return to Agenda: 


