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---Subject: 

Appointment of four individuals to serve on the Historic Preservation Board 

Department: Staff Member Responsible: 

Strategic Planning & Initiatives Larry Arrington, Director 

Recommended Action: 

I RECOMMEND THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (BCC) APPOINT THE FOLLOWING FOUR 
INDIVIDUALS TO THE PINELLAS COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD. 

Summary Explanation/Background: 

The Board of County Commissioners amended the Historic Preservation Code on July 24, 2012. The amendments, 
among other changes, created a Historic Preservation Board (HPB) whose responsibilities are identified in the 
amended Code. The HPB replaces the prior Historic Preservation Advisory Board because some of the 
responsibilities of the new Board in the amended Code are no longer advisory. 

The HPB is to be comprised of nine voting members and one non-voting member. Each member of the BCC 
nominates one member of the Historic Preservation Board, and the BCC jointly nominates two at-large members, 
with the BCC appointing the entire nine members. The BCC also appoints two alternates to the HPB to serve 
during the absence of any regular member. The BCC also appoints one of its own members to the HPB to serve 
as its chairman. The chairman is an ex-officio, non-voting member of the HPB. On December 11, 2012, the BCC 
appointed Commissioner Justice to serve as the chairman. 

To qualify as a certified local government, the terms of appointment to the HPB must be staggered. Consequently, 
the initial appointments to the HPB are being staggered at one, two and three years; subsequent appointments will 
be for three years in order to retain the initial staggered terms and comply with the Historic Preservation Code. In 
some cases, the length of the initial appointment is at the request of the person being appointed. 

The following individuals have been nominated for appointment to the Historic Preservation Board: 

Rae Claire Johnson nominated by Commissioner Morroni to serve for two years. 
Waldemar "Wally" Clark, Jr. nominated by Commissioner Seel to serve for three years. 
Cynthia Tarapani nominated by Commissioner Latvala to serve for one year 
Chet Renfro nominated by Commissioner Roche to serve for two years. 

Fiscal Impact/Cost/Revenue Summary: 

N/A 

Exhibits/Attachments Attached: 

Background information on the four nominated individuals. 
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Pinellas County Historic Preservation Board (HPB) 
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members who are not required to have expertise or knowledge in historic 
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Are you a member of: 

Yes No 

The Florida Historical Society 

The Florida Trust for Historic Preservation 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation 

Historical Society 

Why are you interested in serving on the HPB? 
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Are you or have you ever been a member of any other government board or 
commission? 

YES ~ --- NO __ _ Please list and indicate term(s) of service: 
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Pinellas County Historic Preservation Board (HPB) 

Name: Cynthia Tarapani 

Address: 22 N. Spring Boulevard, Tarpon Springs, Florida 34689 

Telephone: (Home) 

(Office) 727-849-7588 

(Mobile) 727-642-2030 

Occupation: Urban Planner 

Please give a brief description of your special interest, knowledge or training in 
fields related to historic preservation. (The HPB must include at least two 
members who are not required to have expertise or knowledge in historic 
preservation). 

I have experience in historic preservation in several ways: 

• I served as the Executive Director of the Florida Trust for Historic Preservation 
from 1992-1995. The Florida Trust is Florida's only statewide historic 
preservation advocacy organization. 

• My Master's Thesis awarded from Florida State University Department of Urban 
and Regional Planning was focused on historic preservation and is titled: The 
Relationship between Historic District Designation and Gentrification , A Case 
Study of Tampa, Florida. 

• As an employee of the City of Tampa, I was the Project Manager for 
development of the City's first Historic Preservation Ordinance and designation of 
Hyde Park as the first Historic District adopted under that Ordinance. I also 
served as the City's Project Manager for the major revision to the City's Ybor City 
Preservation Ordinance and Design Guidelines. 

• I served as a member of the Tarpon Springs Heritage Preservation Board, 
appointed by the City of Tarpon Springs Board of Commissioners. 

Historic Preservation training received (Conferences, seminars attended) Dates: 

Florida Trust for Historic Preservation Conferences, 1992-2003 

National Trust for Historic Preservation Conferences, 1992-1996 
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Speaker at "Becoming Better Preservation Commissions Workshop," Florida Trust for 
Historic Preservation, January, 2007, Tampa, Florida 

Are you a member of: 

The Florida Historical Society- NO 

The Florida Trust for Historic Preservation- YES 

The National Trust for Historic Preservation- YES 

Tarpon Springs Area Historical Society-YES 

Why are you interested in serving on the HPB? 

As a native Floridian, I love the beauty of Florida as exhibited in its architecture, cities, 
towns and landscapes. Not only is Florida rich in beautiful places but those 
neighborhoods, landmarks and downtowns remind us how our ancestors lived and 
worked in Florida. I want to insure that future generations of Floridians have the ability 
to appreciate the unique built environment of Florida and that won't happen without 
concerted efforts by people who value this state's unique heritage. One of the ways to 
help preserve Pinellas County's unique heritage is to educate the citizens of Pinellas 
County on the historic neighborhoods, landmarks and archaeology within this County. 
have had the opportunity to observe many successes (and some failures) of other 
Florida communities in preserving their heritage and I would like to build on those 
experiences to encourage historic preservation to continue to be an important priority in 
Pinellas County. 

Are you or have you ever been a member of any other government board or 
commission? 

YES _x __ NO __ _ Please list and indicate term(s) of service: 

Pinellas County Historic Preservation Task Force, 2005-2008, Appointed by the Pinellas 
County Board of County Commissioners 

Pinellas County Historic Preservation Board, 2008- current, Appointed by the Pinellas 
County Board of County Commissioners 

Tarpon Springs Heritage Preservation Board, 2007-2011, Appointed by the Tarpon 
Springs Board of Commissioners. 
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State of Florida National Register Review Board, 1992-1 995, Appointed by Secretary of 

State Jim Smith. 

State of Florida, Department of State Citizen's Advisory Board to the Central Florida 
Regional Preservation Office Southwest Citizen's Advisory Board , 2007-2009, 

Appointed by Secretary of State Kurt Browning. 
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Pinellas County Historic Preservation Board (HPB) 
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