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HOW DO I GET RID OF IT? 
The A to Z Guide for Recycling & Disposal in Pinellas County 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/getridofit  
Questions? Call Solid Waste at 464-7500. 

All phone numbers are area code 727, unless otherwise indicated. 
 

 

Cell Phones 
mobile / cellular telephones and accessories such as chargers 

   These are hazardous waste. Do NOT dispose with regular trash! 
  

* Before recycling your old cell phone, make sure that you terminate your  
service contract and erase any data in the phone.  

 
 

1. Trade it in or donate to a cell phone retailer when you buy a new phone. Most 
local cell phone retailers participate in recycling programs (including AT&T, 
Verizon, T-Mobile, Sprint, Alltel, Best Buy, Wal-Mart, and others). 

 
2. Drop off at a Pinellas County mobile collection or the HEC3 facility for recycling 

(free for residents). 
 

3. Dunedin residents or businesses: Drop off inside the Dunedin Division of Solid 
Waste building, 1070 Virginia St., Mon.-Fri. 8am-4pm (298-3215).  

 
4. Safety Harbor residents or businesses: Drop off inside the Safety Harbor Public 

Works building, 1200 Railroad Ave., Mon.-Fri. 7:30am-3:30pm (724-1550).  
 

5. Clearwater residents: The City of Clearwater offers an Electronics Collection 
Day free drop off on the last Wednesday of each month from 7am-3pm for city 
residents (not businesses) at the recycling center at 1701 N. Hercules Ave.  
(562-4933). Bring up to six electronics and a utility bill for proof of residency. 

 
6. Drop off at a local 911 Emergency Cell Phone Project site (including community 

centers, churches, and mobile home parks) for emergency use by at-risk seniors. 
 

7. Drop off at a school. Check to see if your local school raises funds by collecting 
cell phones. For information on school programs, contact Hands On Recycling 
(1397 - 88th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, 251-9367). 

 
8. Drop off at Sylvan Abbey or Memorial Park Funeral Homes. They participate in 

the Call to Protect program to benefit victims of domestic violence.  
 

9. Pick up a postage-paid pre-addressed envelope at a local PetSmart store to 
recycle cell phones or inkjet cartridges to benefit homeless pets. The program 
only accepts newer (five years old or less) cell phones in working condition. 

 
10. Drop off at the Sheriff’s Office, 10750 Ulmerton Rd., Largo, to benefit the Police 

Youth Hockey League program. For information, call 582-5854 (Jerry Babcock). 

http://www.wireless.att.com/about/community-support/recycling.jsp?WT.svl=calltoaction
http://www.verizonwireless.com/b2c/aboutUs/communityservice/recycleFaqs.jsp
http://www.t-mobile.com/Company/Community.aspx?tp=Abt_Tab_HandsetRecycling
http://www.sprint.com/responsibility/communities_across/project_connect.html
http://www.alltel.com/wps/portal/AlltelPublic/!ut/p/c1/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3hnP2-DoCBDAwN_HxcnAyNLZ0PLIE9DIN9MPxykA0mFu3eokYFRgFOwWZi7i5GBgQFE3gAHcDTQ9_PIz03Vj9SPMsdpj7uJfmROanpicqV-QXZ2mnO6oiIAUfiTyw!!/dl2/d1/L0lJSklna21BL0lKakFBTXlBQkVSQ0pBISEvW
http://www.bestbuy.com/site/olspage.jsp?type=category&id=pcmcat149900050023&DCMP=rdr0001424
http://www.walmart.com/catalog/catalog.gsp?cat=645822
http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/mobile.htm
http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/swapshop.htm
http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/swapshop.htm
http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/swapshop.htm
http://www.myclearwater.com/gov/depts/solid_waste/pdf/E-Waste_Disposal.pdf
http://www.myclearwater.com/gov/depts/solid_waste/pdf/E-Waste_Disposal.pdf
http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/getridofit/911_emergency_cell_list.pdf
http://handsonrecycling.com/
http://www.donateaphone.com/CallToProtect/dropoff_states.cfm?state=Florida
http://www.petsmartcharities.org/donate/toner-cartridge-recycling.php
http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/getridofit
http://www.pinellascounty.org/forms/utility_form.htm
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HOW DO I GET RID OF IT? 
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Cell Phones continued 
 

11. Drop off at a Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation (RBRC) box for  
free recycling. RBRC boxes are found at over 50 convenient locations in Pinellas 
County, including Home Depot, Lowe’s, Radio Shack, Sears, and Target.  

 
12. Drop off at a Staples store customer service desk for free recycling.  

 
13. Drop off at a Best Buy store at the kiosk inside the front door for free recycling.  

 
14. Drop off at a FedEx Office (formerly Kinko’s) for free recycling.  
 
15. Drop off at eCycling, 7300 Bryan Dairy Rd., Suite 475, Largo, M-F 8am-5pm for 

free recycling (toll-free 866-771-9785), or businesses may call for free pickup. 
 

16. Donate:  
a) Local thrift store or charity  
b) Use Freecycle. Sign up for a local group (Clearwater, Clearwater Beach, 

North Pinellas, Largo, or St. Petersburg). 
c) Use CraigsList Free Stuff 
 

17. Trade in or donate your cell phone through the mail. The following 
organizations offer free shipping (simply print out a prepaid shipping label from 
their Web site). Some benefit charities, and others offer payment: 
a) Cell Phones for Soldiers (charity) 
b) Collective Good (charity) 
c) Good Deed Foundation (charity) 
d) 911 Cell Phone Bank (charity) 
e) Recycling for Charities (charity) 
f) Recycle for Breast Cancer (charity) 
g) GRC Wireless Recycling (charity) 
h) Wirefly (charity or cash) 
i) Radio Shack (Radio Shack gift card) 
j) Best Buy / EZTradeIn (PayPal cash, check or Best Buy gift card) 
k) ReThink (PayPal cash) 
l) Gazelle (PayPal cash, check, or Amazon.com gift card) 
m) MyBoneYard (prepaid Visa card) 
n) Check if your favorite charity collects cell phones as a fundraiser. 

 
18. Business options: 

a) See options listed above. 
b) Drop off cell phones (no charge) at a Pinellas County mobile collection or an 

EnviroBusiness Day event. 
c) Contact an Electronics Recycling / Disposal Company. 

http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/getridofit/RBRC_drop_boxes_batteries_cellphones.pdf
http://stores.staples-locator.com/staples/?
http://www.bestbuy.com/site/olspage.jsp?type=page&id=cat12090
http://www.fedex.com/Dropoff/start?locale=en_US&appId=WFXK
http://ecycling.com/content/view/26/9
http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/getridofit/thrift_store_charity_list.pdf
http://www.freecycle.org/
http://tampa.craigslist.org/pnl/zip/
http://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com/shippingLabel_generic.html
http://www.collectivegood.com/
http://www.gooddeedfoundation.org/recycle
http://www.911cellphonebank.org/shipping-label.asp
http://www.recyclingforcharities.com/
http://www.recycleforbreastcancer.org/
http://www.grcrecycling.com/programs/donate-cell-phones/index.cfm
http://www.wirefly.org/
http://radioshack.cexchange.com/online/home/index.rails
http://cc.eztradein.com/cc/
http://ebay.eztradein.com/ebay/
http://www.gazelle.com/sell-cell-phones
https://myboneyard.com/?q=start&dev_type_id=2
http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/mobile.htm
http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/business-waste.htm
http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/getridofit/electronics_recycling_companies.pdf
http://www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/getridofit
http://www.pinellascounty.org/forms/utility_form.htm

