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Taking responsibility to educate the public

The Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services is
the regulatory agency responsible for
protecting the beekeeping or apiary
industry. Without the pollination
that managed European honey bee
colonies provide, 1/3rd of the food
we eat in Florida would disappear.

Without properly
managed honey bee
colonies, agricultural
productivity would suffer.
But there would be
another serious outcome —
Africanized bees could
easily move into areas
without managed colonies.
Though the Africanized
bee is established in
Florida, through education,
trapping programs, and the
help of managed European
honey bee colonies, we
can attemp to keep Africanized bee
populations low. We can learn to live
with them, as we have learned to live
with other dangerous stinging insects
such as the imported fire ant, yellow
jackets and others.

Africanized bee history
African honey bees were brought
to Brazil in the 1950’s for testing as
possible alternatives to the gentle
European honey bee because of
their reputation of being hardy in
tropical environments. Some were
accidentally released, and then
spread throughout South and Central
America, and Mexico.

Soon after, they migrated to the
southwest US. Africanized bees
most likely entered Florida on
cargo ships or shipments from
Central and South America.

Protection through Detection
Apiary inspection plays a
vital role in Florida Agriculture as
FDACS inspectors work to prevent
the introduction and establishment
of honey bee pests and diseases.
The Department has the most
comprehensive state program (e.g.,
number of inspectors and traps)
to prevent the further accidental
introduction of unwanted Africanized
bees. FDACS along with other
stakeholders formed the Africanized
Honey Bee Task Force to educate
first responders and other targeted
groups on AHB emergencies. The
Honey Bee Technical Council,
establishled by Florida Statute, has
developed standards for requeening
colonies and recommended best
management practices.

Apiary industry’s efforts

To discourage Africanized bees
from nesting, beekeepers are:

Placing managed hives in public
parks and on private lands — if’
Africanized bees come into an area
to forage and don’t find adequate
food because of managed colonies in
the area, they will move on.

Requeening their colonies with
EHB queens — this ensures hives do
not become infiltrated with AHB
queens.



BEE AWARE of your environment

Protect yourself from stinging insects

Treat stings

® Find a safe area as soon as
possible.

® Remove stinger by scraping it
out with a fingernail or credit
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