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Mr. Greg Nagel, our new Assistant Volunteer Site Coordinator for Brooker Creek
Preserve Environmental Education Center, ended our brunch with a short
presentation on World Rivers Day FEST. The staff donned their shirts as Greg made
an appeal to anyone interested in volunteering on Saturday, September 30, 2006 for
this family-oriented festival.Volunteers were asked to sign up in the lobby with an
amazing response to his presentation as approximately 30 people, or 51% of the
volunteers present, signed up. However, many slots are still open and volunteer
assistance is needed. If you are interested in volunteering during World Rivers Day
FEST, please ask for Greg Nagel when e-mailing (BCPEEC@pinellascounty.org) or
calling the Center at (727) 453-6800.

Save the Date!
Volunteer Appreciation Day will be held at Weedon Island Preserve Cultural and Natural
History Center on February 17,2007.

Frank O’Sullivan and Lindsay Hood have been working for a year now
on the Weedon Island Preserve Bird Surveys. Over the course of 43
surveys, they sighted 103 species of birds including the elusive mangrove
cuckoo (Coccyzus minor).Hands down, the most commonly seen species
are the great egret (Ardea alba) and the brown pelican (Pelecanus
occidentalis). In and around the estuary, the least seen species include the
short-billed dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus), semipalmated plover
(Charadrius semipalmatus), sanderling (Calidris alba), and the red knot
(Calidris canutus).All are wintering species.Further inland,their irregular
sightings including the savannah sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis), a
wintering resident; the purple martin (Progne subis), a summer resident;
and the Cape May warbler (Dendroica tigrina), a transient migrant.

Because of their extensive knowledge of where and when to find these birds, Frank and Lindsay now lead the Great Weedon Bird
Quest, a hike offered the last Sunday of each month.The hike, which begins at 8:00 am, offers some wonderful sighting and photo
opportunities for visitors. Call (727) 453-6500 for more information and to register.

Weedon Island Preserve Bird Surveys 
Laura Averill,WIPCNHC Assistant Volunteer Site Coordinator

Greg Nagel, Assistant Volunteer Site Coordinator for Brooker
Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center.

Continued from page1, “ELD Volunteer Brunch”

Trail-blazing at the Preserves!
H. Bruce Rinker, Ph.D., Division Director

Thanks to the creative synergy between county staff and the design team of
Linda M. Feltner Studio LLC (Hereford,AZ), we have launched two interpretive
signage projects: one for the Brooker Creek Preserve Environmental Education
Center and one for the Weedon Island Preserve Cultural and Natural History
Center. The Brooker Creek Preserve (BCP) project, a funding partnership
between Pinellas County Government and the Pinellas County Environmental
Fund (PCEF), will finish in mid-December 2006 with a series of striking signs,
sculptures, silhouettes, and stanchions peppered along the new boardwalks and
bridges that wind through hardwood swamps, oak hammocks, and pine
flatwoods. With a watershed theme, the signs will include quotes from
naturalists, beautiful graphics and interactive displays. The Weedon Island
Preserve project will finish in April 2007; our partners include the Friends of
Weedon Island, Inc., Southwest Florida Water Management District, and the
PCEF. Built on a “fabric of life” theme, a series of signs will highlight animals,
plants and microorganisms interwoven with Earth, water, weather, and sunlight;
it, too, will include splendid graphics and interactive facets for our visiting public.

The new boardwalks, bridges and trails at
Brooker Creek Preserve opened to the
public on September 1, 2006 – more

than four miles altogether with the trailheads at the Brooker Creek Preserve
Environmental Education Center! This long-awaited opportunity was
accompanied by the opening of the Preserve’s main gate – now DAILY from 7:00 am
to just before sunset, including Mondays,Tuesdays,and holidays. Hours for the Center,
including our “Nature’s Focus” shop, have not changed. This extended 365-day access
to the Preserve allows bird-watchers, hikers, runners and bikers, and others to enjoy
“Our Wildest Place”at prime times for wildlife activity.During our celebration of the
2nd annual World Rivers Day FEST on September 30,2006,we plan to have the grand
opening of the trails and boardwalks with a special ribbon-cutting ceremony. I hope
that you, your family, and your neighbors will join us for this rousing event at Brooker
Creek Preserve!

So our trails are about to take on a different –
and, importantly, educational – look and feel.
With these new signs and pathways, and an
accompanying hiking trail brochure, visitors will
hopefully appreciate the living link between our
indoor and outdoor educational programs and
then play a greater role in the conservation of
Pinellas County’s natural resources.

James Whitney, a.k.a. Jamie, is our new Maintenance Worker for South County
Operations. Jamie was born and raised in St. Petersburg. He is a second-generation
native to Florida and recently graduated from Northeast High School. Prior to
working for the County, Jamie was employed at a bowling alley doing various
maintenance tasks. He also worked at an automotive body shop and at a shipping
company where he delivered dry ice. Jamie enjoys the outdoors and theme parks. He
started working for the Division in July and since then he has helped build a boat
storage building, replaced decking on the fishing pier and assembled a vehicle lift. He
helped upgrade electrical fixtures along the boardwalk and rebuilt a fire supression unit
for Brooker Creek Preserve. Jamie also helped clean up exotic vegetation at Joe’s Creek
Management Area in addition to his normal daily tasks and seasonal mowing.As you
can see, Jamie has already proved to be a great asset to South County Operations. Join
us in welcoming him to our team.

Meet The Staff: James Whitney
Sue Ball, South County Operations Supervisor

James Whitney

The two birders, Lindsay Hood and Frank O’Sullivan.

A BCP graphic: “What were they, but a way that water has of
going about beyond the reach of rivers.” – Loren Eiseley. 

One graphic for the Weedon Island Preserve project:
“When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it
hitched to everything else in the Universe.” – John Muir.

A new boardwalk at Brooker Creek Preserve – an invitation to return time and again to its
“Old Florida” beauty.
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Summer Camps at Weedon Island Preserve
Laura Averill,WIPCNHC Assistant Volunteer Site Coordinator and Phyllis Kolianos,WIPCNHC Manager

This past summer we had a wonderful turnout for summer
camps, and we want to thank the volunteers who helped make
the programs run smoothly. With five separate camps, and almost
100 participating children, the vital help of 10 volunteers
donating a total of 218 hours of skilled service, made the camps a
total success!  

Steve Schaller.............................. 70 hours

Emma Mason ............................ 58 hours

Candy Lenderman ...................... 20 hours

Chris Hardy................................ 15 hours

Brad Andringa ............................ 15 hours

Dale Krumreich.......................... 12 hours

Scott Lee .................................... 10 hours

David McLaughlin ...................... 10 hours

Heather Schaller .......................... 8 hours

Total for the five camps: ............ 218 hours

We hope to nominate this group for a volunteer appreciation
service award. In addition to the volunteers and education staff,
the Environmental Lands Division Administration staff helped
tremendously with graphic publications and materials.
Operations staff assisted with canoe launches and pick-ups.
Pinellas County Communications Department was instrumental
in publicizing the camps to a wide audience.

The surveys we have received from participants have been
positive with many of the campers already planning to return
next year. This was all made possible by the generous support of
the volunteers!

A Talented Team
Greg Nagel, BCPEEC Assistant Volunteer Site Coordinator

Did you know we work with a published playwright (Andrew
Ford)? By the way, he is sixteen years old.We also work with the
first woman to hold a political office in her district (Thurber
Roff). She is several years older than sixteen, but I will withhold
her exact age to maintain my status as a gentleman in her eyes.

If you attended the Environmental Lands Division Volunteer
Brunch at Brooker Creek Preserve Education Center on August
20, 2006, then this may sound familiar, but worth repeating.We
work side-by-side with extremely talented volunteers with such
diverse and interesting backgrounds, I am continually amazed.A
volunteer who comes to mind is Stephen Roff whose skill as a
videographer was tapped to film and edit a piece on our featured
artists series starring Holly Shiralipour, the manager here at the
Center.

Whenever a project requiring special skills is needed we only have
to go as far as the people we work with on a daily basis for their
assistance. I am lucky and humbled to work with such a great
team and continue to be amazed at the skill set and experience
our volunteers bring to the table.

By the way, for all you volunteers who held up scorecards rating
my speech at the brunch, I’ve given you all a score of 9 for
originality and shock value with a little room for improvement
the next time.

It was a hot steamy summer morning and 30 volunteers and 7 staff members
braved the elements to get the job done. Gloves on and shovels in hand,
everyone went to work,planting over 300 plants in the area near the Brooker
Creek Preserve picnic shelter and new hiking trailhead. Each person toiled
with such diligence that within two hours the barren area was transformed
into a lush native landscape. Besides the great workday, what made this a
very special volunteer event were the plants themselves.All were purchased
through a memorial fund for Gerald and Colleen Kissner’s son, Ryan.

The area looks great, but a little work remains.Another shipment of over
800 plants is expected in mid-September. By the time this article is
published, the landscape should be complete. Given the great turnout for
the first planting, we expect the second to be just as popular.Thanks again
to those who helped turn this area into a beautiful native landscape.

Two campers sift through authentic archaeological material to discover artifacts from past cultures.  

The fish sampling crew works the 50-foot bag seine at Shell Key Preserve. This is one of many
methods for scientific discovery utilized during the “Island Explorers” Summer Camp.   

These “Island Explorers” campers
pour a sample of plankton
collected from Tampa Bay to
take back to the lab.  

An excited camper watches
his plankton species race

down the tube during
“plankton races.”  

Brooker Creek Preserve Picnic Area Gets a New View 
Lisa Baltus, North County Land Manager

Brooker Creek Preserve volunteer, Stephen Roff, as he films Holly Shiralipour.

A big Thank-you to the 30 plus volunteers who participated in the planting at Brooker Creek Preserve.

Campers navigate the mangrove tunnels of the canoe trail at Weedon Island Preserve.

New landscaping at the picnic area at Brooker Creek Preserve.
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As ecologists, Environmental Lands Division (ELD) researchers
love to be in the field making observations. It is in our blood.
Unfortunately, multiple factors conspire to limit our ability to
study many of the county-owned wild lands. First, there is the
commute; simply getting to the four preserves and 11
management areas requires an investment of time (and patience),
a factor well-known to most residents. Second, there is the
accessibility; many properties are difficult to traverse, and some
may be reached only by boat. But perhaps the most significant
constraint is time. Historically, we have invested considerable
effort into long-term projects. While this work undoubtedly has
provided valuable information, it also has constrained our ability
to spend time elsewhere, especially at the smaller properties. So
while many Land Management and Operations staff members
have experience with these sites, Research staff members do not.

To rectify this, we have initiated a program to visit regularly
ELD properties. One goal is to gain familiarity with each site,
including a general overview of the ecological communities
found there. Another goal is to develop inventories of the
diverse species that are supported at each site. But perhaps most

importantly, regular visits are being conducted to set the stage
for future research efforts. Specifically, we hope to identify
experiments that could provide information useful for
protecting and managing natural resources. How much can be
learned from such excursions?  Focusing on vascular plants, we
already have identified 90 species at Travatine Island

Management Area and
156 species at Lake
Tarpon NE Management
Area. These numbers are
not comprehensive, as no
doubt other species will
be revealed during return
visits made at other times
of the year. We look
forward to sharing the
information we gain with
volunteers, citizens,
decision-makers, and
other scientists.

Research Section Conducts Site Assessments
Steven J. Harper, Ph.D., Research Program Director

Researcher crossing a creek at Travatine Island
Management Area.

WIPCNHC October 2006 Events
Saturday Guided Hikes

Saturday,October 7,2006 9:00 am – 11:00 am

Saturday,October 14,2006 9:00 am – 11:00 am

Saturday,October 21,2006 9:00 am – 11:00 am

Saturday,October 28,2006 9:00 am – 11:00 am

Join us to learn about the coastal environment and the early residents of the Preserve.

Photography Hike

Sunday,October 1,2006 8:00 am – 10:00 am

Visitors hike the Preserve in search of that perfect shot.

Guided Canoe Trip

Friday,October 6,2006 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm

Saturday,October 14,2006 9:00 am – 12:00 pm

Experience mangrove stands, seagrass and oyster beds,and quiet open waters on this
tour.

Weedon Writes!

Sunday,October 8,2006 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm

Get your creative juices flowing with this fun and energizing creative writing
workshop.

Wee-time at Weedon:“The Grouchy Ladybug”

Thursday,October 12,2006 10:30 am – 11:30 am

Join us in this story about an ill-tempered insect that gradually learns to be happier
and more polite, teaching children about the importance of manners.

Florida’s Lost Tribes

Special Opening Saturday,October 14,2006 10:00 am – 4:00 pm

Join us for an all-day celebration of Native American culture culminating in the
opening of a special exhibit by Theodore Morris.Display continues through
November 26,2006.

The Weedon Island Story – History Hike

Sunday,October 15,2006 9:30 am – 11:00 am

The colorful history of Weedon Island Preserve comes alive with a history hike to
some of Weedon’s special spots.

Weedon 101 Workshop:Intertidal Environments Presentation

Thursday,October 19,2006 6:30 pm –7:30 pm

This presentation focuses on the intertidal environments of Weedon Island Preserve.

Rainforest Animals

Saturday,October 21,2006 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm

Join Lowry Park Zoo staff and see some of the incredible reptiles,amphibians,birds,
and mammals that call a tropical rainforest home.

Saltern Walk and Talk

Saturday,October 21,2006 10:00 am – 11:00 am

Join marine biologist Barbara Hoffman on a natural history journey through salterns,
a naturally-occurring environment on Weedon Island Preserve.

Weedon 101 Workshop:Intertidal Environments Field Session

Sunday,October 22,2006 10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Examine the diversity of organisms that exist in the intertidal environment during
this field session.

Wee-time at Weedon:“The Very Hungry Caterpillar”

Thursday,October 26,2006 10:30 am – 11:30 am

This story follows a newly hatched caterpillar as he eats his way through a variety of
fruits and vegetables.

Edible Insects:Chocolate-coated Crunchy Critters

Friday,October 27,2006 6:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Edible insects? This fun program gives you the chance to learn more about the
benefits of eating insects.

Tampa Bay Estuary Academy

Saturday,October 28,2006 9:00 am – 4:00 pm

This exciting one-day workshop showcases the science of Tampa Bay through the
eyes of the researchers who are studying it.

The Great Weedon Bird Quest

Sunday,October 29,2006 Time 8:00 am – 9:30 am

Come and join us on a quest to find Weedon Island Preserve birds!

BCPEEC October 2006 Events
Cypress Swamp Café - Choices for Sustainable Living

Wednesday,October 4,2006,2006   6:30 pm – 8:00 pm

Join us to learn practical tips for making your home more energy efficient.

Fall Migration Bird Hikes

Thursday,October 5,2006 8:00 am – 9:30 am

Thursday,October 12,2006 8:00 am – 9:30 am

Thursday,October 19,2006 8:00 am – 9:30 am

Thursday,October 26,2006 8:00 am – 9:30 am

Help us search for migratory birds as these feathered marathon flyers travel toward the
tropics.

Fall for Florida Native Plants - Native Plant Sale by the Florida Native Plant Society

Saturday,October 7,2006 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

A variety of native plants that can add beauty and attract wildlife to your landscape
will be available at this plant sale held by the Pinellas County Chapter.

Movie Night at Brooker Creek – “The Secret World of Bats”

Wednesday,October 11,2006 6:30 pm – 9:00 pm

Come watch a film by world-renowned cinematographer Dieter Plage as he follows
Bat Conservation International founder Merlin Tuttle across five continents.

Book Time at Brooker Creek:“Stellaluna”

Thursday,October 12,2006  10:30 am – 11:15 am

Join us for a story of a young bat who finds herself in a bird’s nest and is forced to
behave like a bird.

Our Place in Nature – Are We In or Out?

Saturday,October 14,2006    1:00 pm – 2:00 pm

Join Ron Cooper as he traces the history of environmental philosophy and considers
new movements that call us to rethink our place in nature.

Teacher Training Workshop

Wednesday,October 18,2006 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Saturday,October 21,2006 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

Workshops are intended for teachers willing to lead their own field trips and are
required of all teachers before using Center equipment and facilities other than public
trails and the exhibit hall.

Lawn and Garden Help Desk

Thursday,October 19,2006   9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Stop by the Center’s Resource Center to ask questions about landscaping and
gardening,diagnose a plant problem,identify insects and even drop off your soil test
sample.

Creepy Critters and Boo-Time Stories

Wednesday,October 25,2006 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

Bring the whole family to learn about Halloween favorites like owls, spiders and bats.

Book Time at Brooker Creek:“The Very Busy Spider”

Thursday,October 26,2006  10:30 am – 11:15 am

Join us for this delightful tale of a busy little spider as she weaves her web.

Eight-Legged Wonders

Saturday,October 28,2006    1:00 pm – 2:00 pm

Join us for an evening of spider tall tales and myth busting.

Visit www.pinellascounty.org/environment for more details.

Continued from page 1, “One ELD Volunteer and an Elusive Weevil” large population of air-plants in live oaks just east of the education center and
adjacent to Progress Energy’s power line.The information was immediately
reported to Dr. Howard Frank, an entomologist with the University of
Florida’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences who has been researching
the insect for more than 10 years.When I spoke with Dr. Frank, he replied,“I
wish it were not true, but I guess it was inevitable.” Shortly after my start as the
Environmental Lands Division’s new director in August 2004, I found only
indirect evidence of its presence in this oak grove – bromeliad “body parts”
scattered on the forest floor – but failed to locate the adult or larval stages.Ty
Miramonti confirmed its presence and, thereby, entered the annals of history
about this dreadful critter.

Sadly, this finding could represent a kind of deathblow for our large Tillandsia populations.
The University of Florida and other research institutions are amassing bromeliad seeds to
repopulate collection areas if and when the weevil is brought under control.They are also
researching a parasitic fly that attacks a similar weevil in Central America.We should all be
grateful to Ty for his outstanding fieldwork and now be diligent about the beetle’s progress in
bromeliads in urban and wild areas throughout the County.To learn more about the Mexican
weevil, visit:

http://creatures.ifas.ufl.edu/orn/M_callizona.htm
http://bromeliadbiota.ifas.ufl.edu/wvbrom6.htm

Should you find this invasive beastie, please contact the Environmental Lands Division right away so we can further document its
presence.“The price of conservation is eternal vigilance!”

Bromeliads, pictured here on the limb of an oak, are members of the
pineapple family.

Presence of a Mexican weevil larva is evidenced by the
bore hole in the side of this bromeliad.
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One ELD Volunteer and an Elusive Weevil
H. Bruce Rinker, Ph.D., Division Director

Rare bromeliads at the Brooker Creek Preserve and probably throughout the rest of Pinellas
County are now under attack by a nonnative beetle called the Mexican weevil, or Metamasius
callizona.The weevil was established in Florida in 1989 when it arrived in shipments of Mexican
bromeliads at Fort Lauderdale; with no natural enemies, it has since moved unchecked throughout
south and central Florida with terrible effects on some of our most beautiful native epiphytes.

Bromeliads are members of the pineapple family and include 18 native species
here in Florida, all of which grow in trees as air-plants. Larger species of
bromeliads have cup-like leaf structures that act as treetop reservoirs for many
arboreal animals and microorganisms.Thus, the implications of this invasive
weevil for our local ecology are very discouraging.

The first official record of the weevil for Pinellas County was made this
summer by long-term volunteer Ty Miramonti. He collected both adult
and larval specimens in early August and photographed its decimating effects on a

Volunteer Opportunities
Herbarium Assistant

The Pinellas County Biological Field Station Herbarium
houses a collection of over 500 plants that have been found at
our preserves and management areas. As a working herbarium,
it is used primarily for research and educational purposes. The
Environmental Lands Division’s Research Section is seeking
volunteers to assist with the preparation and mounting of
collected specimens. No experience is necessary, but
volunteers should be neat, careful and detail-oriented.
Herbarium assistants will be trained by staff ecologists and will
learn more about the diverse flora of our natural areas. Please
contact us at (727) 453-6900 for more information or to
volunteer your services.

Database Assistant

Do you have experience in database architecture, design and
development?  Do you have a few hours per week to volunteer
your knowledge and experience?  The Environmental Lands
Division’s Research Section is seeking an assistant to help them
establish Access® databases for many of our long-term projects.
The volunteer should have an advanced understanding of how
databases can be implemented to support the entry, security and
analysis of data. The assistant will work closely with staff
ecologists and will learn more about the diverse and interesting
scientific studies being conducted in support of the Division’s
mission. Please contact us (727) 453-6900 for more
information or to volunteer your services.

H. Bruce Rinker, Ph.D.

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 3

ELD Volunteer Brunch held at Brooker Creek Preserve
Kristin O’Meara,Volunteer Site Coordinator

On Sunday,August 20,2006,the Environmental Lands
Division (ELD) hosted a Volunteer Brunch as a way to show
our appreciation to our volunteers for their dedicated service.
The brunch was a wonderful way for volunteers and staff,
who may not ordinarily get a chance to interact with many
other volunteers, to come together in a social setting and get
to know one another.

It was an honor to be joined by so many
enthusiastic guests and old and new
friends! Over 58 volunteers filled our
auditorium.Commissioner Calvin Harris,
Assistant County Administrator Liz
Warren, and our Department Director
Will Davis also joined in on the fun. Each
thanked the volunteers for their service
and spoke to the value of volunteerism
and what it means to our programs.

Volunteers Alice Collins and Thurber Roff enjoying
themselves at the ELD Volunteer Brunch.

A sampling of the fare at the ELD Volunteer Brunch.

Save the Date!
Volunteer Appreciation Day will be held at Weedon Island Preserve

Cultural and Natural History Center on February 17,2007.




