2 4 NATIVE NEWS

Weedon Island Preserve Bird Surveys

Laura Averill, WIPCNHC Assistant Volunteer Site Coordinator

Frank O’Sullivan and Lindsay Hood have been working for a year now
on the Weedon Island Preserve Bird Surveys. Over the course of 43
surveys, they sighted 103 species of birds including the elusive mangrove
cuckoo (Coccyzus minor). Hands down, the most commonly seen species
are the great egret (Ardea alba) and the brown pelican (Pelecanus
occidentalis). In and around the estuary, the least seen species include the
short-billed dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus), semipalmated plover
(Charadrius semipalmatus), sanderling (Calidris alba), and the red knot
(Calidris canutus). All are wintering species. Further inland, their irregular
sightings including the savannah sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis), a
wintering resident; the purple martin (Progne subis), a summer resident;
and the Cape May warbler (Dendroica tigrina), a transient migrant.
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Because of their extensive knowledge of where and when to find these birds, Frank and Lindsay now lead the Great Weedon Bird
Quiest, a hike offered the last Sunday of each month.The hike, which begins at 8:00 am, offers some wonderful sighting and photo

opportunities for visitors. Call (727) 453-6500 for more information and to register.

Continued from pagel, “ELD Volunteer Brunch”

i Mr. Greg Nagel, our new AssistantVolunteer Site Coordinator for Brooker Creek
Preserve Environmental Education Center, ended our brunch with a short
presentation on World Rivers Day FEST. The staff donned their shirts as Greg made
an appeal to anyone interested in volunteering on Saturday, September 30, 2006 for
this family-oriented festival.Volunteers were asked to sign up in the lobby with an
amazing response to his presentation as approximately 30 people, or 51% of the
volunteers present, signed up. However, many slots are still open and volunteer
assistance is needed. If you are interested in volunteering during World Rivers Day
FEST, please ask for Greg Nagel when e-mailing (BCPEEC@pinellascounty.org) or
calling the Center at (727) 453-6800.

Save the Date!
\olunteer Appreciation Day will be held at\Weedon Island Preserve Cultural and Natural
History Center on February 17,2007.

GregNagel, Assistant Volunteer Site Coordinator for Brooker
Creek Preserve Environmental Education Center.

Meet The Staff: James Whitney

Sue Ball, South County Operations Supervisor

James Whitney, a.k.a. Jamie, is our new Maintenance Worker for South County
Operations. Jamie was born and raised in St. Petersburg. He is a second-generation
native to Florida and recently graduated from Northeast High School. Prior to
working for the County, Jamie was employed at a bowling alley doing various
maintenance tasks. He also worked at an automotive body shop and at a shipping
company where he delivered dry ice. Jamie enjoys the outdoors and theme parks. He
started working for the Division in July and since then he has helped build a boat
storage building, replaced decking on the fishing pier and assembled a vehicle lift. He
helped upgrade electrical fixtures along the boardwalk and rebuilt a fire supression unit
for Brooker Creek Preserve. Jamie also helped clean up exotic vegetation at Joe’s Creek
Management Area in addition to his normal daily tasks and seasonal mowing. As you
can see, Jamie has already proved to be a great asset to South County Operations. Join
James Whitney us in welcoming him to our team.
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Summer Camps at Weedon Island Preserve

Laura Averill, WIPCNHC Assistant Volunteer Site Coordinator and Phyllis Kolianos, WIPCNHC Manager

This past summer we had a wonderful turnout for summer
camps, and we want to thank the volunteers who helped make
the programs run smoothly. With five separate camps, and almost
100 participating children, the vital help of 10 volunteers
donating a total of 218 hours of skilled service, made the camps a
total success!

Steve Schaller............cccoooeenennne. 70 hours

Emma Mason .........cccceeeeiineenns 58 hours

Candy Lenderman...................... 20 hours

Chris Hardy..........cccooviiveniennnn 15 hours

Brad Andringa ........ccccoevevvennnnne 15 hours

Dale Krumreich........ccccccevvenene. 12 hours

SCOtt LEE o 10 hours ;—Ziii 5’(53/;71;7’6 ngs;iz;zﬂmpefs
David McLaughlin...................... 10 hours f;lfz;iiif,”;!;l’?“m
Heather Schaller ...........cccovevennne. 8 hours

Total for the five camps: ............ 218 hours

We hope to nhominate this group for a volunteer appreciation
service award. In addition to the volunteers and education staff,
the Environmental Lands Division Administration staff helped
tremendously with graphic publications and materials.
Operations staff assisted with canoe launches and pick-ups.
Pinellas County Communications Department was instrumental Anexcited camper wolches

in publicizing the camps to a wide audience. his plankion species race
down the tube during

“plankton races.”

Campers navigate the mangrove funnels of the canoe frail at VWeedon Island Preserve.

The surveys we have received from participants have been
positive with many of the campers already planning to return
next year. This was all made possible by the generous support of
the volunteers!

The fish sampling crew works the 50-foot bag seine at Shell Key Preserve. This is one of many
methods for scientific discovery utilized during the “Island Explorers” Summer Camp.
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WIPCNHC October 2006 Events

Saturday Guided Hikes

Saturday, October 7,2006 9:00 am — 11:00 am

Saturday, October 14,2006 9:00 am — 11:00 am

Saturday, October 21,2006 9:00 am — 11:00 am

Saturday, October 28,2006 9:00 am — 11:00 am

Join us to learn about the coastal environment and the early residents of the Preserve.
Photography Hike

Sunday, October 1,2006 8:00 am — 10:00 am

Visitors hike the Preserve in search of that perfect shot.

Guided CanoeTrip

Friday, October 6,2006 12:30 pm — 3:30 pm

Saturday, October 14,2006 9:00 am — 12:00 pm

Experience mangrove stands, seagrass and oyster beds, and quiet open waters on this
tour.

Weedon Writes!

Sunday, October 8,2006 1:30 pm — 3:00 pm

Get your creative juices flowing with this fun and energizing creative writing
workshop.

W\ke-time at\V\eedon:““The Grouchy Ladybug™

Thursday, October 12,2006 10:30 am — 11:30 am

Join us in this story about an ill-tempered insect that gradually learns to be happier
and more polite, teaching children about the importance of manners.

Florida’s Lost Tribes

Special Opening Saturday, October 14,2006 10:00 am — 4:00 pm

Join us for an all-day celebration of Native American culture culminating in the
opening of a special exhibit by Theodore Morris. Display continues through
November 26, 2006.

TheWkedon Island Story — History Hike

Sunday, October 15,2006 9:30 am — 11:00 am

The colorful history of Weedon Island Preserve comes alive with a history hike to
some of VWeedon’s special spots.

W\kedon 101\Workshop: Intertidal Environments Presentation

Thursday, October 19,2006 6:30 pm —7:30 pm

This presentation focuses on the intertidal environments of WWeedon Island Preserve.
Rainforest Animals

Saturday, October 21,2006 1:00 pm — 2:00 pm

Join Lowry Park Zoo staff and see some of the incredible reptiles, amphibians, birds,
and mammals that call a tropical rainforest home.

SalternWalk and Talk

Saturday, October 21,2006 10:00 am — 11:00 am

Join marine biologist Barbara Hoffman on a natural history journey through salterns,
a naturally-occurring environment on\Weedon Island Preserve.

Wkedon 101\Wbrkshop: Intertidal Environments Field Session

Sunday, October 22,2006 10:00 am — 12:00 pm

Examine the diversity of organisms that exist in the intertidal environment during
this field session.

\\ke-time at\V\eedon: ““TheVery Hungry Caterpillar’

Thursday, October 26,2006 10:30 am — 11:30 am

This story follows a newly hatched caterpillar as he eats his way through a variety of
fruits and vegetables.

Edible Insects: Chocolate-coated Crunchy Critters

Friday, October 27,2006 6:30 pm — 7:30 pm

Edible insects? This fun program gives you the chance to learn more about the
benefits of eating insects.

Tampa Bay Estuary Academy

Saturday, October 28,2006 9:00 am — 4:00 pm

This exciting one-day workshop showcases the science of Tampa Bay through the
eyes of the researchers who are studying it.

The Great\\eedon Bird Quest

Sunday, October 29, 2006 Time 8:00 am — 9:30 am

Come and join us on a quest to find VWeedon Island Preserve birds!

BCPEEC October 2006 Events

Cypress Swamp Café - Choices for Sustainable Living

Wednesday, October 4,2006,2006 6:30 pm —8:00 pm

Join us to learn practical tips for making your home more energy efficient.

Fall Migration Bird Hikes

Thursday, October 5,2006 8:00 am — 9:30 am

Thursday, October 12,2006 8:00 am — 9:30 am

Thursday, October 19,2006 8:00 am — 9:30 am

Thursday, October 26,2006 8:00 am — 9:30 am

Help us search for migratory birds as these feathered marathon flyers travel toward the
tropics.

Fall for Florida Native Plants - Native Plant Sale by the Florida Native Plant Society
Saturday, October 7,2006 9:00 am — 3:00 pm

A variety of native plants that can add beauty and attract wildlife to your landscape
will be available at this plant sale held by the Pinellas County Chapter.

Movie Night at Brooker Creek —““The SecretWorld of Bats™

Wednesday, October 11,2006 6:30 pm — 9:00 pm

Come watch a film by world-renowned cinematographer Dieter Plage as he follows
Bat Conservation International founder Merlin Tuttle across five continents.

Book Time at Brooker Creek:““Stellaluna™

Thursday, October 12,2006 10:30 am —11:15am

Join us for a story of a young bat who finds herself in a bird’s nest and is forced to
behave like a bird.

Our Place in Nature — Are\A£ In or Out?

Saturday, October 14,2006 1:00 pm —2:00 pm

Join Ron Cooper as he traces the history of environmental philosophy and considers
new movements that call us to rethink our place in nature.

Teacher TrainingWbrkshop

Wednesday, October 18,2006 6:00 pm — 8:00 pm

Saturday, October 21,2006 9:00 am — 3:00 pm

Workshops are intended for teachers willing to lead their own field trips and are
required of all teachers before using Center equipment and facilities other than public
trails and the exhibit hall.

Lawn and Garden Help Desk

Thursday, October 19,2006 9:00 am — 4:00 pm

Stop by the Center’s Resource Center to ask questions about landscaping and
gardening, diagnose a plant problem, identify insects and even drop off your soil test
sample.

Creepy Critters and Boo-Time Stories

Wednesday, October 25,2006 7:00 pm —8:30 pm

Bring the whole family to learn about Halloween favorites like owls, spiders and bats.
Book Time at Brooker Creek:““TheVery Busy Spider”

Thursday, October 26,2006 10:30 am —11:15am

Join us for this delightful tale of a busy little spider as she weaves her web.
Eight-Legged Wbnders

Saturday, October 28,2006 1:00 pm —2:00 pm

Join us for an evening of spider tall tales and myth busting.

Visit www.pinellascounty.org/ environment for more details.



Volunteer Opportunities

Herbarium Assistant

The Pinellas County Biological Field Station Herbarium
houses a collection of over 500 plants that have been found at

our preserves and management areas. As a working herbarium,

it is used primarily for research and educational purposes. The
Environmental Lands Division’s Research Section is seeking
volunteers to assist with the preparation and mounting of
collected specimens. No experience is necessary, but
volunteers should be neat, careful and detail-oriented.
Herbarium assistants will be trained by staff ecologists and will
learn more about the diverse flora of our natural areas. Please
contact us at (727) 453-6900 for more information or to
volunteer your services.

Database Assistant

Do you have experience in database architecture, design and
development? Do you have a few hours per week to volunteer
your knowledge and experience? The Environmental Lands
Division’s Research Section is seeking an assistant to help them
establish Access® databases for many of our long-term projects.
The volunteer should have an advanced understanding of how
databases can be implemented to support the entry, security and
analysis of data. The assistant will work closely with staff
ecologists and will learn more about the diverse and interesting
scientific studies being conducted in support of the Division’s
mission. Please contact us (727) 453-6900 for more
information or to volunteer your services.

Save the Date!
\olunteer Appreciation Day will be held at\WWeedon Island Preserve
Cultural and Natural History Center on February 17,2007.

Department of Environmental Management
Environmental Lands Division

3620 Fletch Haven Drive

Tarpon Springs, FL 34688

NATIVE NEWS

(@6} (o] o]=] g2 0]0]5]

If you are interested in
volunteering at one of the
Preserves, please contact
(727) 453-6900

for more information.
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